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i recently when County Supervisor, .
- Steve Siegel asked the Solid Waste -
- Commission to approve a resolu- -
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§tyrofdam

By JUDY KRIEGER
Courier staff writer

- OTTUMWA — Using Styro-
foam lunch trays has helped save
the Ottumwa school’  district
money.

.~ The throw-away trays save dlSh-
‘washing costs. That plus cutting
back on food service workers has
resulted in cost savings to the dlS-
trict.

. “The trays are being used to
reduce expenditures,” personnel
director Jess Terrell told board
members Monday night. And in

some cases the measure has been'

successful!

‘v, An estimated savings - of

$33,562 is being realized, food
services director Yvonne Johnson

b

saves school dlsirlci mohney

School board: Board avoids staff cuts

[RE

said. ) ]

The savings come from replac-
ing three full-time food service
-employees at the high school with
two part-time workers. The three
workers retired. All had received

benefits and the three put in 23
hours a day total.

The two part-time workers put
in nine-and-one-half hours a day,
total, and receive no benefits. And
Styrofoam trays are being used at

a cost of $53.25 per day for the
1,065 trays used.

Terrell said that lunch trays are
used at the board office preschool,
Lincoln, James and Eisenhower
elementary schools, some at
Evans Middle School and the
Alternative High School. -

There has been concern, he
said, that the Styrofoam is not
environmentally friendly. School
officials share that concern and
have been investigating recycling
methods.

Johnson said she had been
working with some disposable
companies that would recycle the
Styrofoam for a fee. She also is
checking with other Ottumwa
businesses that have Styrofoam
use, such as Excel, to share recy-
cling expenses.

School boqrd to address Styrofoam |ssue

By JuDY KRIEGER
Courier staff writer

OTTUMWA — The issue of

school use of Styrofoam will be
addressed at Monday night’s
school board meeting.

.The board will meet at-7 p.m..at

the ‘board office, 422 McCarroll o

Drive.

The issue. was brought up -

" tion urging the school district to
. stop using Styrofoam trays to

serve some lunches.

Siegel did not contact the dis-
trict about the trays, personnel
director Jess: Terrell told the

board’s personnel committee last
month.

Terrell also
said that. dis-
trict officials -
were checking
companies
that may recy- -

~cle Styro-
foam.
Also Mon-

"day, the board

will be asked

approval to
- retain the Bell

Law Firm of

Mount Pleas-
ant and the Sxegel Brill, Greupn-
er, Duffy and Foster Law Firm of
Minneapolis, Minn., to represent
the district as a plamuff against
Wellmark Blue Cross: & Blue
Shield of lowa.

The school district will be join-
ing other companies and organiza-

tions seeking to recover over-
charges levied against self-funded
health plans for 1991 to 1995.

A number of agencies, counties -

.and districts have initiated class .

action. suits or other litigation to -
try and recover some of the over-
‘charges, Supermtendent Joe Scal-
2o said. - -

nificant * recovery:zof funds,” he -
said. “At least ‘two lawsuits. have‘
prevailed and Settled.”; E :

munication Innovators for instal-
lation_of cabling at Eisenhower,

- Douma and Pickwick elementary

schools and the Smith Warren
.building; and the $55,113 bid by
J.S. Turner Sound Co. for installa-
tion of telephone equipment for
‘Agassiz, Douma, Eisenhower,

- -Pickwick and Smith- Warren
“The potential is there of a sng-:-; .

« Will hear about textbook needs
. for next year. e

&« Will hear about’ changes in the

vans Middle School gurdance_

There _is “really no- cost" to the ‘£ program. -

district, Scalzo® said,; “unless we

recover some.of the charges'— the

of that” If no. charges are ‘recovs,_,
ered, no fees J paxd to the :
law ﬁrm

« Will be asked to ‘approve the
$27.947 bid submmed by Com-

& * Will be asked 10 approve stu-".~
":‘?dem trips, Evans Challengers team',

law firms mvolved would’ get pan “students’ field trip to Camp Dodge -

- June 3-and 4; 3yOHS JROTC Dirill
Team to-a: :St.: Louiis; - Mo:, drill
~; competition:"April® 23-25;. and
Evans. Middle “School” Student’ .
Couincil to the Coral Rldge Mall at
Coralvrlle May 14:.







d

out that her route had grown from 47
miles to 57 miles in the past.year. She

ber of
picks up her first child at 6:50 a.m.

ount on busing. The
miles among the state’s districts,

hers should receive a 3 percent
However, the buses must

Five of the seven Davis County
administrators have received raises,
the largest about 4 percent. Teachers
are aiming for about a 5 percent raise

Davié Couhty schools spend a com-
schools own the buses, rather than
topped only by western Dubuque.
Davis County is the only school dis-
trict in the state that spans an entire

A bus driver at the meeting pointe

and the administration position was
county.

He makes about $73,000, and has not

yet received a raise this year.
cover the second highest num

raise.
leasing.

Salaries quesTtionea

a

[ ]
ngest
Area
, at Scal-

ured on a per student basis,
$35,000.

been superintchdent
e who makes .
“takes a few paratively high am
, Ottumwa’s

ent. He said that

1

<~ Prevo noted that the on

” Goettsche noted.

“It’s easy to come under fire,
‘Goettsche said. “It’s not unusual to
> have them point the finger at the top.

> That’s kind of where the buck stops.
“Several at the megting said that cuts
* should be to administration before

- teachers. One compared Goettsche’s

- salary to that of Joe Scalzo

Goettsche has

“for 10 years. That is the second lo
seem to be raising revenue somehow "that teac

Continued from Page 1

tenure of any superintendent in

15. He said he felt it was a difficult
vote for the board. The only options
or beginning to deficit spend.
- Goettsche would only make

popular,

the most money always
~ superintend

> zo's rate fig

. School budget
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By JOEL HANNAHS
Couner staff wnter F l

OTTUMWA — A Wapello Coun-
-ty supervisor is urgmg the Ottumwa
school district to" R

| quit usmg Styro- |
ifoam:” + . lunch
trays.~ :

-Supervisor
Ste,ve,Slegel has
proposed a reso- |
lution for the [
Solid Waste
Commission that
though. it
would stop short
of banning the
trays from the
landfill — would “urge the Ottumwa
Community School District to
reconsider the decision.”

The resolution is on the agenda
for today’s 4 p. m. meeting -at City
Hall. :

“I want to see if anyone else out
there cares,” Siegel said. '

Steve Slegel

If no one else is interested, he will -

not be adamant about the proposal,
he said. His resolution cites two rea-
sons: an increase in the volume of
trash that shortens the lifespan of the
landfill, and *“a confusing message
to the students.”

The district has switched to dis-
posable trays at five schools.
* “Styrofoam lasts forever — it
doesn’t decompose,” Siegel said.

. He said his concerns are environ-
mental and his move does not stem
from the staffing and budget issues

¥ o gl
in the Ottumwa schools, where he is” ¥ pieq are swntchmg to paper, but can

. a union representative for school
employees.

“I’ve just been hearmg a lot of
complaints from people,” -Siegel
said. “I know my own kids go to
Lincoln. I’ve been up there and
observed that the trash volume has
greatly increased.”

Siegel raised the discussion at the

;;2(1 19

most recent meeting of the cominis-
sion. Jody Gates, solid waste com-
missioner, then discussed the subject
with Yvonne Johnson, the school’s
food service director, before writing
a memo to city adrmmstrator Bob<
- Keefe.

* =.“It does not. appear that the use, of

Styrofoam trays is a sngmﬁcant
problem for ‘our solid waste opera- -
tions” and, at this time, we’are not
proposmg to take any action,” Keefe
wrote in a letter to the commission
members dated March 19.

Siegel placed the resolution on the
amended agenda since that time.
Keefe had said on Monday that the
resolution would probably not be
discussed at today’s meeting
because the agenda had already been
distributed, but it was amended at
Siegel’s request. '

The memo from Gates cites a con-

_ versation with Johnson. The change

to Styrofoam was prompted by the
district’s need to reduce costs —
including labor costs. Plastic trays
need washing.

According to Johnson, the
school’s disposal costs have not
risen throughout the year.

“It’s difficult to ask the schools
not to use Styrofoam when there’s
no ban on this material going to the
landfill,” Gates said in her memo to
Keefe. “Additionally, since Styro-
foam doesn’t add a great deal of
weight measured in tonnage, there
isn’t much of an impact on the plan-
ning area’s attempt to meet our
waste reduction goals.”

Gates noted that private compa-

pass the cost increase on to cus-
tomers — an option that the schools
do not have.

Jane Mild, director of the

" Ottumwa/Wapello Recycling Cen-

ter, also responded to Gates through
a memo. She said she had a discus-
Styrofoam

Please turn to Page 3

”
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:By JOEL HANNAHS
Courier staff writer

OTTUMWA — The Solid Waste
‘Commission meeting was the scene
‘of lively debate at O_Q Hall
ina:nma@

Discord centered on Sn use of
lunch trays in the
Ottumwa School District.

:" Supervisor Steve Siegel proposed

.m resolution urging the district to

b:: using the trays. Heated discus-
sion was sparked, ending when

Siegel made a motion to table it for
one month. _

Even that failed to get unanimous
support. City ' council members
Larry Roush and Ken Williams
voted against it. The commissioners
are the Wapello County supervisors
and the Ottumwa City Council
members.

Support was expressed by Super-
visors Jerry Parker and Rhea Hud-
dleston and Council member Frank
Flanders. Stopping short of voicing
opposition, Council members Frank
Fisher and Darlene Peta challenged

Siegel’s assertions.

Solid Waste Commissioner Jody
Gates began by pointing out a new
option. Responding to Siegel’s
inquiry, the department has located a
company — Dart Containers — that
recycles light foam, such as cups
and trays. Cost is unknown.

Siegel said he has seen the volume
of trash at schools increase five-fold,
and that he has-heard a steady stream
of criticism. While schools teach
kids to recycle, a mixed message is
sent. Kids see issues in black and
white, he said.

Questioning the environmental
impact, Peta- said Styrofoam does

_not decay. It takes up landfill space

without polluting air or water. But

chlorine and cleansers for plastic -

trays can add carcinogens to the
water supply. She also said the reso-
lution’s tone does not increase good-
will,

Flanders disagreed. The message
is positive, not hostile, he said. .

“I question the priority of this -

commission to single out four or
five schools in this district in the
name of- environmentali§m,”

m::o_ﬂon.: *_n_u creates saucy debate at

mc_omz_moﬁ urges resolution be passed to eliminate use of frays by the Ozc3<<

Williams mm_a.

Styrofoam is widely used
community, he said, and the
mission should not be “passin
islation” encroaching on ¢
board responsibilities.

“Passing legislation?” Fl:
questioned.

“That’s what a resolutiol
Williams responded.’

That exchange was follow
another between Parker
Williams. Both tried to speal
Parker said Williams had a
spoken.

m¢<_.o*on_,= Recycling school’s wasfe o _oomm_U___:\

believe that for a minute.”

Continued from Page 1
" should

Economics

not be

Mayor Dale Uehling _En:no:&
a reminder — a recycling option is

students.

“We feel we have really tried to

. Huddleston said that the impor-

allowed to drive environmental
issues, Parker responded. All envi-

ronmental  precautions  cost
money, he said, but 3»3 are still
_Bno:m::

“In time, C.:_mv effects the land-
fill," he said. “That’s the’ area we

control.” - *

~ possible.
Eisenhower Elementary teacher

- Gail Granneman said that trash at

school lunches has increased from
1-2 bags to 4-6 bags. A letter has
been written to the administration
" about the issue,

~“noted an inconsistent message to

she said, “and’

instruct our students in recycling,”
she said. o
Williams said the resolution is

‘too limited in scope and singles .

out the school district. _
“Lets riot fool ourselves that we

have really addressed the big issue.,

of Styrofoam,” he said. “1 don’t

tance is the message to govern-

ment entities. Siegel defended the
focus on schools because that was
-a recently made decision increas-
" ing the use. Calling his resolution
““toothless,” he said the side bene-
fit will be to %mq_n community dis-
cussion. ¢

vl VR

-
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Quest:omng the environmental

- impact, Peta said Styrofoam does
_not decay. It takes up landfill space

> without polluting air or water. But

" chloririe and cleansers for plastic -

- trays “can add carcinogens to the
¢ water supply. She also said the reso-

: lutmn s tone does not increase good-
- will.

‘Flanders disagreed. The message
is positive, not hostile, he said.

gt questlon the priority of this
commission to single out four or
five schools in this district in the
name  of - environmentaliém,”

Williams sald

Styrofoam is widely used in the
commumty, he said, and the com-
mission should not be “passing leg-
islation” encroaching on school
board responsibilities.

“Passing legislation?” Flanders
questioned.

“That’s what a resolution is,’
Williams responded.

That exchange was followed by
another between Parker and
Williams. Both tried to speak, and
Parker said Williams had already
spoken.

Styrofoam Recychng school’ s waste a

Parker said thinking it is improper
to make a recommendation to anoth-
er government entity is a mistake.

“Is it a directive? Is it an order?”
Parker said. “No, we're not saying
that. Read that.”

However, Roush agreed with
Williams that the decision is the
school board’s, and noted the land-
fill coordinator’s statement that
foam is not a problem. Fisher ques-
tioned the timing, as the school dis-
trict has a budget crunch.

Styrofoam
Please tunr to Page 3

- Continued from Page 1.

Economics ~ should ' not be
allowed to drive environmental
issues, Parker responded. All envi-
ronmental precautions - cost
money, he said, but many are still
important.

- “In-time,(this) effects the land-
fill,” he said. “That s the area we

) contro] ”oe

Mayor Dale Uehling mterjected
a reminder — a recycling option is

. possible.

Eisenhower Elementary teacher
Gail Granneman said that trash at
school lunches has increased from

1-2 bags to 4-6 bags. A letter has

been written to the administration

about the issue, she said, and’
: nqted an inconsistent message to

students.

“We feel we have really tried to -
. instruct our students in recycling,”

she said. .
Williams said the resolution is

too limited in scope and singles
out the school district.

“Lets not fool ourselves that we

have really addressed the big issue.

of Styrofoam,” he said. “I don’t

N L} ef
POSS| b|| Ity
believe that for a minute.’

- Huddleston said that the impor-

.tance is the message to govern-

ment entities. Siegel defended the
focus on schools because that was

. a recently made decision increas-
‘.mg the use. Calling his resolution
““toothless,” he said the side bene-

fit will be to spark community dis-
cussion.

—‘



Styrofoam resolution fails to get support

‘School district’s use of lunch trays made from material led to proposol

i By JOEL HANNAHS
Courier staff writer

OTTUMWA —A proposal oppos- .

ing the use of Styrofoam in
. Ottumwa’s schools failed to gamer
N enough support Wednesday.
The action would have been large-

& 1y symbolic because the Solid Waste
v Commission does not have authority
Q “over school board decisions. But the

o

" vote is illustrative of a longstanding
county/cnty relationship.

The resolution was proposed to

the Solid Waste Commission by

- County Supervisor Steve Siegel and

‘would have urged the Ottumwa
* School District to quit using Styro-

-foam lunch trays. City council mem- -

bers voted it down.

The vote was 4-4. The commis-
-sion is made up of the Wapello
County Supervisors and the
Ottumwa City Council. For an

VERY - aaaas At SAAN
2 Besev e o e - —

“vote is illustrative of a longstandmg

- county/cxty relationship. =~ * year.

The resolution was proposed to
the Solid Waste Commission by
County Supervisor Steve Siegel and

. would have urged the Ottumwa
.- School District to quit using Styro-
_ foam lunch trays. City council mem-

bers voted it down.
The vote was 4-4. The commis-

_sion is made- up of the Wapello

County Supervisors and the
Ottumwa Cnty Council. For an

* lines outlined in last month’s debate.
"“I"don’t think we ought to be-

action to pass, a majority of both
groups is needed.

The motion was supported by all

" three supervisors: Rhea Huddleston,

Jerry Parker and Siegel. They were

joined by Council member Frank -
Flanders. Though the majority of
* city issues receive unanimous votes,

it is not uncommon for Flanders to
vote against the majority. Flanders

 was appointed to ['l'm ~anncil last
' year. )

- The rest of the ¢
Frank Fisher, Darl -
Roush and Ken
opposed Siegel’s res
Siegel withdrew 1
presented in the Me
submitted a new o1
encouragement to .
should discontinuin
rofoam not prove p:

vote agamst the ma)onty Flanders
was appomted 1o’ the councxl last

The rest of the city council —
Frank Fisher, Darlene Peta, Larry.
Roush and Ken Williams
opposed Siegel’s resolution.

Siegel withdrew the resolution he
presented in the March meeting and -
submitted a new one that added an;.
encouragement toward recycling
should discontinuing the use’of Sty
rofoam not prove pmcncgl

. reusable plastic trays. . :
. “How' the: ‘other products are’ pro-',
uced’ has ;more’ ‘efféct. on the envi-
nment than' Styrofoan%," she, saxd n
She nrged a look

;r.‘-

Arguments for and
Siegel’s proposal remained ' along

telling the school board what to do,”
. Fisher said. _
Roush said the resolution’s scope
. seemed too exclusively directed at
the schools. Fisher said that if there
is a real problem, there should be a
real solution.
“This (resolution) is not going to
do anything,” he said.

Peta <aid Stvrofoam is & minar. . .

- -

do anythmg,” he said.

Peta said Styrofoam is a minor
part of a broader problem, and said -
the focus.should be on heavier sub-
stances, such as corrugated card-
board. She called reducing Styro-
foam a “moot point,” when com-
pared to altemanves such as

- -~

BIEN

against -

the whole

environmental impact of waste.m
the landfill. &
“I'm far, far from convmced that
Styrofoam is an innocuous sub-
stance,” Flanders said. .
Huddleston said the schools are
different than other businesses,
because they make a point of teach-
ing children of the importance of
recycling. And Siegel pointed out
that even the discussion of an issue
is important, because interest in

recyclmg has waned
et o

L U .

recyclmg has waned. - :

Parker said that if the commission : :
is reluctant to encourage such a !
small step, there is no chance of ever >
reducing landfill use enough to :
avoid a penalty fee. -

The city is being charged 50 cents -
per ton that is dumped at the landfill,

. :because the reduction rate is not..,j:‘_
.being achieved. That will total about
“: §15,000 in a year. City administrator ..

Bob Keefe noted that the landfill has
‘an éstimated “lifespan” of 200 years.




