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Styrofoam~sav~s school district money
'. I b d- B d 'd staff cuts a cost of $53.25 per day for the

By JUDY KRIEGER Schoo oar - oar avol s 1.065 trays li,sed..
Courier staff writer Terrell saId that lunch trays are

. used at the board office preschool.
Lincoln, James and Eisenhower
elementary schools. some at
Evans Middle School and the
Alternative High School. ... ...

There has been concern, he .
said, that the Styrofoam is not >:,
environmentally friendly. School
officials share that concern and
have been investigating recycling
methods .

Johnson said she had been
working with some disposable
companies that would recycle the
Styrofoam for a fee. She also is
checking with other Ottumwa
businesses that have Styrofo'am
use, such as Excel, to share recy-
cling expenses .

: . OTTUMWA - Using Styrci-
f~am lunch trays has helped save
the Ottumwa school' district
money. .'
~The throw-away trays save dish-

·wa.shing costs. That plus cutting
back <:infood service workers has
re~ulted 'in cost sl;lVingsto the. dis-
trict.
. . <·'The trays are being used to
reduce expenditures," personnel
djrector Jess Terrell told board
qIembers Monday night. And in
s.ome cases the measure has been'
successful: .
. ~'., An estimated savings of
$33.562 is being realized, food
services director Yvonne Johnson

said. . .
The savings come from replac-

ing three full-time food service
·.employees at the high school with
two part-time workers. The three
.workers retired. All had received

ben~fits and the three put in 23
hours a day total.

The two part-time workers put
in nine-and-one-half hours a day,
total, and receive no benefits. And
Styrofoam trays are being used at

School board to address Styrofoam. issue
Terrell also tions seeking to recover over-, munication Innovators for instal-

said that. dis- charges levied against self-funded lation _of cabling at Eisenhower.
trict officials· health plans for 199I to 1995. Douma and Pickwick elementary
were checking . A number of agencies, counties schools and the Smith Warren
com pan i e s and districts have initiated class .building; and the $,55,113 bid by
that may recy-' .action. suits or other litigation to, J.S. Turner Sound Co. for instil1la-
cle Styro- try and recover some of the over- .tion of telephone equipment for
foam. charges, Superintendent Joe Scal- . Agassiz; .. I?ouma, .. E!~e,!hower,

.Also Mon· zo said.' . - •.. ·... Pickwick and Smith-.Warren .
.day, th~ board "The jlote!ltial' is there ofa sig:'" • Will hear about textbook rteeds'
will be asked nificaiIt.'r~c~very:r.:sof funds," he,.. for next year. '';:''i, ~~.:.,";.".>
approval to said.~<A(le~~rtwo la\y.~.uits.haye~' :;' • Will hear about'Cli'ange's 'irrth'e
'retain the Bell prevail.ed ~dJ;.~!~!~d/:,,~;!':· .. ' .. ;'..iiEvans Middle School guidance
Law Firm of Therejs "reaJ,Iy'no'~~st" to the ."'-.program. ':, __.
Mount Pleas- district, Scalzo·said~}.!<.unl~~,.we ~ • Will be asked io''approve stu--.',

ant and the 'Siegel, Brill; Greupn- recover some"'!lf:~hechaiges'~ the ~~dent trips, Evans Chailengers team.'
er, Duffy and Foster Law Firm of law fjr.D.ls i~v.9Ived w~uld'g~t p~)':'~'students' field trip to Camp Dodge
Minneapolis, Minn., to represent of that;" Wno.charges. ;ife'recov;e," June 3 and 4· ..OHSJROTC Drill
the district as a plaintiff against ered. it9J~~:wou!d '~~p~idto the-Team to il::S(!;'!;(n{is; Mo:; drill
Well mark Blue Cross & Blue lawJ!~s~~:~:,~/:;:;;:f-:;:~);£:>".<., S; COinpetiti~-n~?~p'rW. 23:25.;<and
Shield ofIowa. Als():M~Qday;:th~.b~ard: ":: .: .... Evans: Middle. School Student

The school district will be join- • Will be"aske'd to''approve the Counciiio'the'Coi-a1 Ri4ge Mall at
ing other companies and organiza- $27.9~.7 b.id submi.tted by ~orn- CoralvillC;.,May 1'4::.' .

, _..: I .' ~:~.:,:. ::~.~. • • '. ~: '

•• 0-;0 _ •• ~. t_

By JUDY KRIEGER
Courier staff writer

OTTUMWA' - The issue of
.. school use of Styrofoam will be
: addr.essed at Monday night's
! school board meeting.
j ., TJ:1.eboard will meet at.7 p.m ..at
i the -board office, 422 McCarroll

Drive.' .
The: issue,;. was ..brought. up·-

recently. when County Superyisor, ",'
S~~veSiegel asked the Solid Waste· .
Commission to approve a resolu-
tion urging the school district to
stop using Styrofoam trays to
serve sc;>melunches.

Siegel did not contact the dis-
trict about the trays, personnel
director Jess· Terrell told the
board's personnel committee 'Iast
month.
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concerlls s~'perv~$or

~,:Styrofodm.taks·sup:,.space in Iqf,ldfiU:
. '. .. .~'....

~'osi: ~~ent meeting of thecominis'~
sion. Jody Gates, solid waste com-
missioner, then discussedthe subject
wfth Yvonne Johnson, the school's

OTrUMWA - A Wapello Coun- food service director, before writing
'. ty superVisor'i~ urging the Ottumwa 'a t:Jlemo to city adminis~t6r Bob

I
school districtto" ' ". ,- Keefe. .. . i

quit using Styro- ':. ;'" ~'I~does not.appear that ~e useof
·;';';·f.o·~fu::::>:: lunch ,I'Styrofoam trays fs a significari~
.;' 'tn(ys~' '. .. . problem for 'our solid waste opera-

S-u.pe ~viS0 r .tions"and, .at' this time, we are not
Steve. Siegel has': proposing to take any action," Keefe
proposed a reso- wrote in a letter to the commission
lution for the members dated March 19..
Solid Waste Siegel placed the resolution on the
Commission that amended agenda since that time.

though. it Keefe had said on Monday that the
would stop short Steve Siegel resolution would probably not be
of banning the discussed at today's meeting
trays . from the '. because the agenda had already been
landfill- would "urge the Ottumwa distributed, but it was amended' at
Community School District to Siegel's request.
reconsider the decision." The memo fromGates cit~sa con-
The resolution is on' the agenda versation with Johnson. The change

for today's 4 p.m. meeting at City' to Styrofoam was prompted by the
Hall. district's need to reduce costs -
"I want to see if anyone else out including labor costs.. Plastic trays

there cares," Siegel said. need washing.
If no one else is interested, he will According to Johnson, the

not be adamant about the proposal, school's disposal costs have not
he said. His resolution cites two rea- risen throughout the year.
sons: an increase in the volume of "It's difficult to ask the schools
trash that shortens the lifespan of the not to use Styrofoain when there's
landfill, and "a confusing message no ban on this material going to the
to the students." landfill," Gates said in her memo to
, The district has switched to dis- Keefe. "Additionally, since Styro-
posable trays at five schools. foam doesn't add a great deal of
• "Styrofoam lasts forever' - it weight measured iil tonnage, there
doesn't decompose," Siegel said. isn't much of an impact on the plan-
He said his concerns' are environ- ning area's attempt to meet our

mental and his move does no~stem waste reduction goals."
~rom the staffing and budget ISSU:S.I' . Gates noted that private compa-
In th~ Ottumwa scho?ls, where.h~ IS 'Dies are switching to paper, but can
a umon representatIve for school pass the cost increase on to cus-
employees. " tamers - an option that the schools
"I've just been hearing a lot of do not have,

complaints from people," . Siegel Jane Mild director of the
said.. "1 know my own kids go to OttumwalWa~llo Recycling Cen-
Lincoln. I've been up there. and ter, also responded to Gates through
observe? that the"trash v<?lumehas a memo. She said she had a discus-
gre~tly mc~eased. . . Styrofoam
SIegel raIsed the dISCUSSIonat the PI t t P 3ease Ilrn 0 age
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. . ,Sout~ern Iowa's Best Newspaper . 50¢

eafes' 'saucy debate at City Hall
ssed..to.elimi[lqte':·use· of trays by the Ottumwa School District

~\.' .. . . '.,'. ....' , .
Hegel's assertions .. " ..., ' . ".,.,. ., Questioning the environmental Williams said. Parker said thinking it is improper

Solid Waste Corrunissioner Jody'" impact, Peta said Styrofoam does Styrofoam is widely used in the to make a recommendation to anoth-
Jates began by p'ointing out a, new:. not decay. It takes up landfill space community, he said, and the com- er government entity is a mistake.
)ptibn~~,.Rt;~;poncling.,: to ,. 'Siegel's' ;; without polluting air or water. But mission should not be "passing leg- . "Is it a 'directive? Is it an order?"
Ilqurry, the'departmenthaslOcated a . chlorine and .cleansers for p~astic islation" encroaching on school Parker said. "No, we're not saying
0rr.ipailY:-,::'part Containe~ '- that, > trays 'can add carCInogens to the board responsibilities. that. Read that."
'ecycl~s :.light .foam, . ,stich ,liS.-cUPS"i;',water ·supply. She also said the reso- "Passing legislation?". Flanders However, Roush agreed with
nd trays: Cost is unknown, '. : ':. ;' ,·lution's ~one does not increase good- questioned. Williams that the decision is the
Siegel said he has seen. the'·volume w.ill. "That's what a resolution is," school board's, and noted the land-

)ftrash at sch,?olsincrease five-fold,' . Flanders disagreed. The message Williams responded. fill coordinator's statement that
md that-he has-heard a steady stream , is positive, not hostile, he said. That exchange was followed by foam is not a problem. Fisher ques-
)f criticism;:' While schools teach' . "I question the priority of this another between Parker and tioned the timing, as the school dis-
:ids ,to recycle,:a miJ.ted message is commission' to single ou~ four or Williams. Both tried to speak, and trict has a budget crunch.
lent. Kids see issues in black and ' five schools in this district in the Parker said Williams had already Styrofoam
white, he said. name of, environmentali.§m," spoken. Please tunr to Page 3

.~.

•~n~~~!,~~m:R:CY~lin9.school's waste a possibilit
Economics' should' not b' aro

d
, Dale Uehhn~ m'e'Jeoled M"dent.. Y

allo d t d'· e a remlO er - a recyclmg opt'· "W believe that for a minute."
. we 0 nve environmental possible. . , Ion IS. e feel we have really tried to H ddl
Issues, Parker responded; All envi- Eisenhowe EI Instruct our students in recycling" . u . eston said that the impor-
ronmental precautions' cost G'I G r em.entary teacher she said .. ' ' . tance IS the message to govern-
money he'd b aI ranneman Said that trash at w'lr' m~nt entities. Siegel defended rhe
. ' sal,. ut many are still school lunches has inc d f I lams said the resolution is focus on schools because that was
Important. " _ I 2 b' t rease rom too limited in scope and sin I'. "~?time, .(this) effects the land- b~en ag~tt 0 4-6 ~ags. A.I<:uer ~as' out the school district. . g es : ? recently made decision increas-
fIll, . he" s~i~. "That's the"~rea we 'aboutW~~eenl'stsou t e u

h
dmllll.s

d
tralJo!1.' "Lets rio~ fool ourselves that 'we ,.~,ngthe use. Calling his resolution

control . e s e sal and ha II dd .. toot.hle~s:' he said the side bene-
. . . noted an inconsi~t~nt ~ess;ge to' f v; rea l a "ressed ~he big issue '. fIt ~?"be to spark community dis-

o tyro oam, . he Said. "] don't CUSSJon.

; :

,..

. , .;



Styrofoam resolution fails to get suppo~t
'SChooJdistrict' s use of lunch trays made from materidi led to propos¢ii"

environmental impact of' ~~¥:~hi
the landfill, ': ': {CoO'
''I'm far, far from convinced'that

Styrofoam is an innocuous' sub-
stance," Flanders said.
Huddleston said the schools are

different than other businesses,
because they make a point of teach-
ing children of the importance of
recycling. And Siegel pointed out
that even the discussion of an issue
is important, because interest in
recycling has waned.

- - .

........

By JOEL HANNAHS
Courier staff writer

OITUMW A - A proposal oppos- ,
ing the use of Styrofoam in

, O~mwa's schools failed to garner
:' enough support Wednesday.
, The action would have been large-,

~ l)'symbolic because the Solid Waste ,
, Commission does not have authority
~ 'over school board decisions. But the
fit) " vote is illustrative of a longstanding
•I 'county/city relationship. .
':)-;.. The resolution was proposed to

the ,Solid Waste Commission by
': County Supervisor Steve Siegel and
:would have urged the Ottumwa
, School District to quit using Styro-
, foam lunch trays, City coun"cil mem-
bers voted it down.
The vote was 4-4. The commis-

'sion is made up of the Wapello
County Supervisors and the
Ottumwa City Council. For an... -- - •

Ottumwa Arguments for and against,
Siegel's proposal remained' along
lines outlined in last 'month's debate.
"I "don't think we ought to be'

telling the school board what to do,"
, .Fisher said,

Roush said the resolution's scope
seemed too exclusively directed at
the schools. Fisher said that if there
is a real problem, there should be a
real solution.
"This (resolution) is not going to

do anything," he said.
Ppt" ."icl Stvrofoa~ i•. " m;"nr

n.._l - _'_4, ........ , •• __ •• • __ '-.-" _
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:~~;;i;'iii~~tr~tiv~~f-~-i~~g~;;;;U;;;
.. county/citY relationship. ",' '
, 'The resolution was proposed to
the Solid Waste Commission by
County Supervisor Steve Siegel and

,would have urged the Ottumwa
School District to quit using Styro-
foam lunch trays. City council mem-
bers voted'it down,
The vot~ waS ~4. The commis-

sion is made· up of the Wapello
County Supervisors. and the
Ottumwa City. CouncIl. For an

vote against $e majority. Fl~derS do anything,',' he said. .. recycling ~ wan~d. ' . .
was appointed)o' the councIl last Peta said Styrofoam is a mInor Parker Said that If the COmmISSIOn !.:'
year. '.' part of a broader problem, and said is reluctant to ,encourage such a
Th rest of the city council - the focus should be on heavier sub- small step, there ISno chance of ever

F~ Fisher, Darlene Peta, Larry stances, such as corrugated card- red';lcing landfill use enough to
Roush and Ken Williams - , board. She called. re~ucing Styro- aVOIda ~e~alty :ee. .

ed Siegel's resolution. foam a "moot pOInt, when com- The City IS beIng charged 50 cents .-
op~s. I ti n h pared to alternatives such as per ton that is dump~d at the la,ndfill, "
Siegel ~Ithdrew the reso ~ 0 ~ ,:.,reusable plastic trays... .' '. ::, ~because ~e reduction. rate I~ not ',.

prese~ted In the March mee~ ·f .. '. ~1iow' the' other prOducts are pro- , "being achieved. That will total, about
subffiltted a new one that Iian:c:::""Jiiced h8s:more effect on the ~!lvi- $'i5,OOO in a year. City administrator ;
encoura~eme~t ~oward recyc ng0,:·,: ., "i th ":~'StyrofoaJ~z" she:said. Bob Keefe noted that the landfill has
should discontmuIng ~eal~'~:~~'-i:~::?~~: Ii look at the -'\Vhole 'an ,estimated "lifespan" of 200 years.
rofoam not prove practlc ... " , .. ~,::._ -to ,', " " "

,.:.;-.? :':::..>:-: . ~"'_ :':-:=";'.: . ~.!:1.~·.. '."f '

action to pass, a majority of both
groups is needed.
The motion was supported· by all

. three supervisors: Rhea Huddleston,
Jerry Parker and Siegel. They were
joined by Council member Frank -
Flanders. Though the majority of'
city issues receive unanimous votes,
it is not uncommon for Flanders to
vote against the majority, Flanders
was appointed to t..... ('C\uncil last
year.
, The rest of the c
Frank Fisher, Darlc
Roush and Ken
opposed Siegel's re~
Siegel withdrew 1

presented in the Mr
submitted a new 01
encouragement to
should discontinuin
rofoam not prove p:
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