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Can we create a sustainable futMre foro",. cUdren?
Is an all organic ~WcDollaltlswith grtren, nnewUle energy possible?

Does em';ronmental respoll..wbility have to cost more or 1III!II1IIllnser Iifl!StJ'/e?
Can we have a win-win-win for bllSillDS, our COlfU'lfllllities. tuUl the Earth?

CON 12-17-11
DOC ID# 4129

Tile.Iowa Deptof Natu ...,.e••
S...c:tn.ID~_trt qi=ll"

Wlnnesbiek Co. "aolanl of S ...
WI... s"i.~ So'id'W.'te.Aj q

ELC",DiYi.ionofC ..urc"~Dd.C!•• unlty
lzaak walton L.~••• , ..L'th.r:.~.....
OneotaCet ........ Jty··coop,stojyP.1e

are ,letlUd topresent.

'BU DINGSUSTAINABLE
C()MMUNITIES,WITH
THE NATURAL>8TEP

a slide show an~scu.ssionahout a creative new.approachjor
reducing coSls, improving performance and becoming

enviro1l1nentally a"nd</Sociallyresponsible based on consensus and
systems thinking. The goal oj The Natural Step isla del1elopand
share a common jrameworkcomprised of easily-understood,
sCientifically based principles that ~an serve as 'a compass to

guide societ)l toward Cl sustainable future.

7:00pm
SUNDAY, APRIL 9,2000

GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH
701 IOJVA A 'VENUE, DECORAH, fA

an eartbyeaf 2000 event
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Tnre iowa Dept of Natural Resources
Sp-ectrum In:Justries Recycling

Winneshiek Co. Board of Supervisors
Winn-eshiek SoUd Waste Agency

ELCi\ D!vision of Cburch and Community
h:aak W32ton l~ague, Luther College
OneotaCommunity Coop, Storypeop!e

are ple~lsedto present

l'he Natllral Step to Sustainability:
!\\Vin-VVin-VVin

for Communities, Business
and the Earth

(/ l:re(;ln:c JIew approach ,lor redu(:ing costs, improving
:;el.'k)i"l'iUlflC": and beccuning environmentalZv and socia!(v

;' "J'1:J\"hl. h.,,\,yi /)il Ct'I{\'CI'fSUV ard \'l',".'m<;; thinkine IHplTnOS"
~ __ ... /" " • a., ...... '... ,'_ .....~,( t, ,', -. ' ~ ,. ,_ l 'r ~ "-.- '.... - l- '---.' • ,- -t t· - \.-

i:;'!() df:-'I'cI',.!:, flild ":hare a commonframework cOlnprised ofeasi(t·-
j ',,-' ! h d .' '1 t 'i1th;cr,'lrt~.(y:. ,<.,\,'{pnf:/lc-at.V ,ase prn7('ljheS nat can serve as a
,~'nfn!YISS {to' gUide "")cie(,' !uward (l suslarnah/i.:.!ll{ure.

2:30pm
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Can wecreate a sustaInable future for our chldren?
Can we protect the e'nvlronment while IncreasIng proflt6 and meeting basIc human

needs? 0085 envlromental rtJ5ponslblllty have toC05t more or mean a ltJ5s8r IIfe5ty1e?
Can we have a wln-wln-wln for busIness, our communities and the earth?

Iowa DNR Waste Management Assistance Division,
Winneshiek County Board of Supervisors & Solid Waste Agency,

ELCA Division of Church and Community, Spectrum Industries Recycling,
Izaak Walton League, Luther College, and Oneota Community Coop

arepleased to present

The Natural Step
Sustainable Business &

Community Senrinar
a creative new approach for reducing costs, improving

perfonnance and becoming environmentally and socially·
responsible based on consensus and systems thinking. It

purpose is to develop and share a common framework
comprised of easily understood, scientifically-based principles

that can guide society toward a sustainable future.

In two parts: Monday, April 10 and Tuesday April 11, 2000
5:30-9:15 pm (registration at 5pm) at Baker Commons, Luther

College (on the north side of College Dr., across from the main campus)
An all organic foods complimentary dinner is included.

Seminar is free, but space is limited so pre-registration is
required. For more information: Heidi Swets, (319) 382-2451

email: heidi @ spectrum-industries.com Or call Spectrum
Recycling 382-6514

(see additional events listed on reverse)

"We must design a [Ystem... where doing good is likefalling off a log, where the natural, everydqy aas of
l1/ork and life accumulate into a better world as a matter of course, not a matter of conscious altuism. "

--Paul Hawken, author and founding chair of The Natural Step-US



Terry Glp6' Itinerary for Natural Step Eeluc;atlon

Sunday, April 9 "Sustainable Communities" presentation and slide show
7 pm Good Shepherd Lutheran Church-Decorah

Monday. April 10
"The Natural Step to Business Sustainability: New Opportunities for Improving

Profits, Performance and Customer Satisfa~tion in an Increasingly Competitive
Marketplace"

Luther College Daily chapel speaker
10:00 ami Luther CFL

Decorah Chamber Luncheon Speaker
12-1:00 pm I Mabe's restaurant

Northeast Iowa Community College presentation: "The Natural Step to
Sustainabili -A Win-Win· Win for Communities, Business and The Environment"

2:30.3:30 pm Auditorium, Wilder Building

"The Natural Step-Sustainable Business and Community Seminar" Part I
5:30-9:15 pm I (Registration at 5:00) In Baker Commons, Luther College

Tue6day, April 11

Oikos class: "Applied Environmental Philosophy"
110:30.11 :30 am I Luther College, Kent Simmonds, instructor

..---_~D;;.-.e~c:..::,orahRotary Presentation
112.1:00 pm I Mabe's Restaurant

Senior Seminar in Environmental Studies
1-2-:3-0-.-3:-3-0-p-m-1 Luther College, Dale Nimrod, instructor

Natural Step Sustainable Business and Community Seminar Part n
1-5-:3-0-.-9:-1"";5':";p"';"'m';;"';'l(Registration at 5:00) In Baker Commons, Luther College

4141ForInfomtatlon about any of th~6e 8Vent6contact Heidi 5Wct6 fJJ 5pectnJm
Indu6trle6 Recycling (319) 382-6514 or (319) 382-2451



For the April Good Shepherd Newsletter:,

CONSIDER THE NATURAL STEP~

Can we create a sustainable future for our children? Can we "ease the squeeze" of
declining resources and an expanding population? Must we choose between business and
environment?

Come learn about The Natural Step, a creative new approach for addressing these
pressing questions in a positive and hopeful way. It is framework for helping individuals and
communities make sustainable decisions based on consensus and systems thinking. The Natural
Step (TNS) originated in Sweden and is now used by a wide variety of businesses, communities,
government agencies, academic institutions and individuals to create a win-win-win situation for
. communities, business and the earth.

Imagine a world where .

*industry, now often considered a major creator of environmental problems, leads theJ¥ay
to a cleaner, healthier environment for us all, even as financial savings and increased
profits are achieved.
* running out of resources is a thing of the past
* landfills are virtually unnecessary
*industry can save money and-create jobs by investing in ecological restoration and public
greenspaces .
*conservationists, real estate developers, industrialists, envIronmental activists, educators
and main street business leaders can transcend partisanship and share a vision about how
to build sustainable communities.

Terry Gips, economist, ecologist, author and president of Sustainability Associates in
Minneapolis will discuss the principles of The Natural Step at a free "Sustainable
Communities" presentation at Good Shepherd Sunday, April 9 at 7pm. After giving a brief
.overview ofTNS, Terry will show some slides and describe the ways in which adoption of the "4
system conditions for sustainability" can help communities reduce costs, improve performance
and become environmentally and socially responsible.

A more in-depth seminar on TNS will also be available to interested Winneshiek County
residents in two parts, April 10 & 11 from 5:30 - 9 pm at Luther's Baker Commons .. The seminar
is free, arid includes a complimentary dinner, but space is limited so pre-registration is required.
For more information or to register call Heidi Swets at 382-2451 or 382-6514.

Terry will also speaking about The Natural Step at a number of other times in the Decorah
area during his April 9-11 stay. The following is a brieflisting:

(INSERT SCHEDULE)
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SCllIill:lr propo~al for Decorah Cil:lmhcr J\lcmbers:

a lira I tep to Business Sustainabilit)l: New Oppo ..tunities for
Improving Profits, Performance and ellstunlt.· .. Satisfaction in all

In<.~..t.':lsingJ)l Competitive Economy"

BusinrSSl'S in our community are faced with a wide variety of challrllgcS-:-
from a sq\ll'l'Z~ on profie. maq~ins due to an increasingly compet.itiH' marketplace,
emph))'ee recnlitmcilt 11l1dretention, government rl'gulations and taxl's. '[l'n'y GillS
of Sushlitmhilif.y Assoc!atl's Inl\lillneapolls will share some crcaUn new apprOadll'S
heing used by a range of small, medium and large businl'sses to address't.hl'sl' issues.
Companies such as i\·fcDonalds, Nike, Home Depot and Tnterface as well as fanners,
architects, cnginl'ers find other professions are finding thE' Natural StE'P lIsl'flll.
I!;vcn whnle communities arl' l'mploying The Natural Stl'p to pOf;itioll their
economies. schools and governm('nts to take advuntage or opportunities in the new
miUcnium.

Pre.wllter TerlJ' Gil's is all eCOIwmist, author, busilless cOllsultallt amI preside"t of
Sm'fl1lnoIJiJif)' A.\·fWdl1fes ill )lfi1t11e~ot(1.He "as worker! as a I:r";" mercl"",t aTul
IIS!,;stllnt to tbe chief economist at Cargill. Director of Ecolog;cnl){fair ...· at .1I'erla
Corp., C()opemti"e Extension Age"t and While Hotlse Congressional Aide.

Terry's ,"isit to Deem'ah is hl'ing madc possihle through a gnmt hy the Iowa
Department of Natural Resourcl's ami other funds from the KL.C.A. Division of
Church and Communit.y null the hank 'Walton Lrague. Other sponsors include the
\Vil1nl'shiek COllnty Board of SlI[lervism's/Solid \Vaste Agency, Upper Iowa
Auduhon, LuthN Collcgl' and On cot a Community Coop.

**Qucstions? Contad Heidi Swets. Spectrum Industries Recycling ({~)382-6514 or at
home 3R2-2451.



Trash Talk: A business approach to waste reduction anc£ recycling
Presentation by Terry Gips, President of SUs1ainability Assocaties

This seminar will address ways 1hatyour business can increase recycling practices and reduce waste. Small and large CODlpmiies
throughout the worldhave~incoIpOratedMi: Gips principles into their business. . -

Whyattend?

You will learn cost-effective and proven hands on approaches for waste reduction and recycling. Discover how incorporating
sustainability into your business can save money, eliminate regulatOIY burdens, strengthenrecnritmentandexpandcustomerloyalty.

'Trash Talk" will beheld at Spectnnn Industries meeting room Preregistration isNOT requiredandthe serninaiisfree.

April 10, 2000
7:30~8:30:Lm.

Spectnun. Mee~gRoom
105 Railroad Avenue

Nordic Fest,lnc. Seeks Grand
MarshallZFlag

Recipient Nominations

The Nordic Fest Board is
requesting help from the community
in selecting the Grand Marshall and
Flag Recipient for the 2000 Nordic
Fest.

The Grand Marshall and Flag
Recipienlare traditionally citizens
who have exhibited outstanding
community commitment and service.
They are· honored during the Nordic
Fest Opening Ceremonies scheduled
for Thursday, July 27 . They also
participate in.the Nordic Fest parade

Nominations may be submitted to
"NORDIC FEST NOMINATIONS",
P.O. Box 364, Decorah, IA 52101
through April 28, 2000. Submissions
should include the nominee's name
and a brief description of why they are
being nominated. The submitter's
name; address and telephone num-
ber should also,be included.

"2000 Reasons to Love Nordic
Fest" is the theme for the 34nd Annual
Nordic Fest. July27:'30, 2000.
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Spectrum1Ubt~r~:pffer
book disClj'S$i()h~"t1 July

.il .

Area residents starved for signs of
hope in a world filled ~ith Human'and
env~ronm~ntal loss may be interested in
pititicipating in July discussion grbups~
,according' to Heidi Swets, Spectrum
Industries recycling education
coordinator.

The topic will be "Natural
Capitalism: Creating the Next Industrial '
Revolution." by Paul Hawken, and
Amory and Hunter Lovins.

The two-evening discussion group
will be held Wednesday, July 5 and
Tuesday, July ~8 at the Decorah Public
Library from 7-9 p.m.

Copies 'of selected chapters from the
book are available at the library for Ii
small fee. They can also be downloaded
from www,naturalcapitalism.org or read
at the library where the book will be on
reserve. '. ' ..,

While traditional capital is generally
, thought of lis accumulated wealth in the
form of investments, factorie~arid
equipment, natural capital' inCludes
resources, living systems and eco~ystem
services.

"As more people and busine'sses

',' place great~t stI;ain ori living systetns/'
~say 'the authors, I'limits to prosperity are
coming 'to be deter~ined' by natural

, capitlil, ramer than human'prowess,",; " .'
'" ,''This is an extremdy upHt'ti'ng'!and:?

exciting, book to read because'it focuses:,
on possibilities that already exist," says
Heidi Swets" discussion group ,':: ,
organizer. , .

"Literally hundred~ of documented :'
. cases where the st~ategies of natural

capitalism' have stimulated' innovations
which, have drama~ically. improved
lives" restored the environment and,
promoted economic stability."

The discussion sessions 'are part of a
series bf follow-up events to the Naturai '
Step trainings and presentatibns' which
took place in April of this year,
sp'onsored by Spectrum, the Iowa
Department of Natural Resourc~s,
Winneshiek County, Luther College and,
several Decorah area businesses. .

More information about the
discussion group can be obtained by
calling Swets at 382-6514 or visiting
the public library in Decorah.

.......

.......

http://www,naturalcapitalism.org
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NATURAL CAPItALISM BOOK DISCUSSION (;ROUP·· :.,<

Natural. Capitalism:. Creat'ing 'fh' Next Industrial Revolution;' by
". Paul Hawken and Amory and Hunter Lovins . .:.. :

~11~Jjllli'llllll~i.liillllli[II'\I~tlllii~
*We will be reading selected thQpt~fis oftIY': : . .

For'July 5-Chapters' i, ~(cihtf 5; ," Fb~"j'l.ily lS...:.chapters t dnd 14 .
" ,',{ I'. •

: ' .

*No need to buy the book. Here are the choices for reading the material:
I' • ~. ..,,:.~ .... ~' ;.~.,:~.:, "" " •• :.: -..

J •

_ OptitJn #1:Both the Decorah Public library and Luther Library hQve d
copy of Natural Capitalism on ;-ssef'!li, .u~der the name "swets." This
means you must read it in tli.· hb~dH~ ";...,:..: .' . .'

....

. i

-Option #2: Youcan download (and print tJff if you like) desired
chapters from the web site at

www .naturalcapitalism. org
The steps for doing this are:
1. So to the web site and click on "Read the book."
2. Click on "Book excerpts and downloadable chapters."
3. Find the appropriate chapter" click on "more..." after the title.
4. Click on "Downloadthe entire chapter" under the title. The

computer will use Adobe AcrObat t:teadeti to download the material.
5. After the computer shows you i...·s downloaded the ehapfer, click

on the printer symbof on the for left· of your tGolba.. and the
printing process will begin. If you do this on a library computer,
you will be charged for the copies.

-OptitJn #3: Some ctJpiu tJf dtJwnltJtjdiidchapters Willbe aVililabl. at
the library information desk for .75 each. this is substantially cheape,.
than buying the entire book, although it's worth itt

(over)
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*Facilitator$ for the two discussion sessions Willbe' Erik 'Erikson (for: JulY!?l .
from Canton, Mn."a long-time proponent and 'student of sustainabihtY Issues.
He has lectured on and led other disctissio~ gr6U~s"on thi. topic" akd' has ~ ','" '
compelling interest ih' sharing 'ri~wIdeas Via'd "c:omrriutil+:y:Sftjdy'gt.oup."

. For July' is our facilitator "iU be:St.N MCc;d~QrfroM'il).COrclh~ a
community educator and activist for ~ver 2~ ·,:years,in the. area,s of land '.'
preservation, energy conservation, anclfood ~' . ,' , ..

This event is being sponsored by spectrum ..Industries Aecycling Education
program cis a follow-up to, the ,NATURAL$TEP EbUCATION PROJECT which
took place April 9-11 of this year .

For more information please call Heidi Swets at 382-6514 (spectrum) or 382-
2451 (home). ' , "d,.':,,:, i ,','

. ..: " ,. . ,:'; ..: ::-•............. •• or •• 0 •••• :.'

'. '.' i' ';;" ' ' " . ,,'.,', ' ", ' ,,'
--AN EARTHYEAR2000 EVENT~;'" , ,'"... "" ~. .

L , "
.: • • J" i ~:' ' .: . ' •. '. ::' ,~ :.' -,

.. , , I

:',:". :: :.: " ..

" '; "i " • ! '

. ' ... " < t'
I. .' ~

..... ~ ~.~" . ., .... . ~ "' .

, ,.
" ", " .."~. " . , ;'

II" "..

'. ';':,'," r ',"I' ".~ , 'r:' ':.

',,,' : ' i" ,.

, "" -:" ., ' . ~.:.. t, ;

' •.... i:"



Spe~trum offers program on natural capitalism
A video. featuring author and

sustainability proponent Paul Hawken
discussing natural capitalism will be
shown at Decorah Public Library
Wednesday, June 28' at 7 p.m. in the
public meeting room.

Hawken is a business leader and
leading architeCt and proponent of
corporate reform with respect to
ecological practices.
He has written "Growing a

Business," which aired as a PBS series
in 115 countries and his "Ecology of
Commerce" continues to have a large
impact on business and government.
He also helped found "The Natural

Step" in the U.S. and internationally
and advises many companies on
sustainability issues.
Hawken's most recent book,

"Natural Capitalism: Creating the Next

Industrial Revolution," which he co-
authored with Hunter and Amory
Lovins of the Rocky ¥ountain Institute
(RMI), is fast becoming a "blueprint for
a new economy" in which business and
environmental interests'overlap.
"Natural Capital," says the RMI,

"refers to the natural' resources and
ecosystem services that make possible
all economic activity, indeed all life.
These services are ,of immense
economic value; sOllie are literally
priceless, since they have· flb known
substitutes. Yet curr.ent. business
practices typically fall 'to take into
account the value of these assets -
which is rising with their scarcity. As a
result, natural capital is being degraded
and liquidated by the wasteful use of
such resources as energy; materials,
water, fiber and topsoil."

The Hawken video will explain how
businesses and industry, using the four
interlinked principles of capitalism, can
transform otir view of the fole of
commerce in shaping out future.
Following the showing, Andy

Johnson of Resource Conservation and
Development for NE Iowa will. share
his experience as a participant in a
natural capitalism seminar for Iowans,
sponsored by the Iowa Department of
Energy and RMI in Des Moines.
This free event is sponsored by

Spectrum Industries' Recycling as a
follow-up to the "natural step
education" project that took place last
April. .
For more information, call Heidi

'Swets at Spectrum Recycling, (319)
382-6514.

0f.<~~!tfi1r::~-~\;~~~\)'0·;~~'"-~~.~·r--;' :~:: :,,,-~":':~;>,"'0f r::¥~;~t<~,:~p(<:1r·t~D>.l;<~~;fti+'>k~<;{':?:;::{4!·t~.-.~:\z~;g~
23, 2000 tSatii·(]Ul1e·24\2000~:Sun., June 25, 2000 :Moh~i;;'Jdrie;26;~2; Tues., June 27, 200Q
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