
Jolly, Becky <becky.jolly@dnr.iowa.gov>

Fwd: FW: Keokuk Contractors IW Landfill - 56-SDP-02-75: 2025 AWQR Comments
1 message

Rath, Brian <brian.rath@dnr.iowa.gov> Tue, Aug 18, 2026 at 12:00 PM
To: Becky Jolly <becky.jolly@dnr.iowa.gov>

Becky - Please file the attached and this email with the site. I will review these.

Thanks,
Brian

Brian Rath, P.E.
Environmental Engineer Senior
Solid Waste and Contaminated Sites Section
Iowa Department of Natural Resources
6200 Park Ave, Suite 200
Des Moines, IA 50321
515-537-4051 
brian.rath@dnr.iowa.gov
www.iowadnr.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Todd Felderman <TFelderman@senecaco.com>
Date: Thu, Aug 13, 2026 at 10:11 AM
Subject: FW: Keokuk Contractors IW Landfill - 56-SDP-02-75: 2025 AWQR Comments
To: NUNEZ Pedro <pedro.nunez@roquette.com>
Cc: Rath, Brian <brian.rath@dnr.iowa.gov>

Good Morning Pedro,

I’m following up to make sure you saw this DNR email regarding the annual monitoring reports for the old landfill.

 

Brian, I answered any comments I could in Red below.

 

I can meet with yourself and Mr. Rath anytime.

 

Thanks

 

Todd Felderman
Environmental Consulting Manager
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O: 563-279-1341
M: 563-449-4347
Seneca Companies, Inc. - Davenport, IA
An OWL Services Affiliated Company
www.owlservices.com 

From: Rath, Brian <brian.rath@dnr.iowa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, July 2, 2026 11:03 AM
To: Brian Johnson <BRIAN.JOHNSON@roquette.com>; Todd Felderman <TFelderman@senecaco.com>
Cc: Levetzow, Kurt <kurt.levetzow@dnr.iowa.gov>; Becky Jolly becky.jolly@dnr.iowa.gov
Subject: Keokuk Contractors IW Landfill - 56-SDP-02-75: 2025 AWQR Comments

 

The DNR has completed its initial review of the above-referenced document (Doc 116365) and has the following
comments. As noted near the end of this email, we request a meeting between the responsible parties, the consultant,
and DNR to discuss our comments and ensure we are all on the same page.

 

General

Thank you for utilizing the DNR's report template. Per our communications regarding the 2023 AWQR (Doc 117446), the
maps were going to be updated for the next submittal. However, the existing contours on the provided maps are still
illegible. Please provide updated maps. Attached are the maps from Appendix 1 (Site map) and Figure 2 (Groundwater
Flow). Does the DNR need actual contour elevations on the map, the contours themselves are visible.

 

In reviewing our files, we do not have the 2024 AWQR and its associated inspection reports in our system. Please provide
the status of these documents. The 2024 AWQR is attached.

 

Statistics

Upon an initial cursory review of the 2025 AWQR, it appears that the DNR's request for more robust statistics was not
addressed, again. As you know, the DNR originally raised this issue in 2018 and again in every subsequent AWQR
review. Seneca discussed with the previous Roquette contact that I was unable to provide the more robust statistics
required. I gave him engineering firms that were capable of doing these, but he wanted to use Seneca for a couple more
years because the site was unlikely to be closed in that time frame. This is a matter to discuss with the new Roquette
contact.

 

Because the current statistical approach does not provide adequate evidence, the facility is unlikely to be able to reduce
or terminate post-closure care before the current permit expiration date. In similar situations, we extend the permit
expiration date by three to five years, which is our current plan for this facility. When is the post closure date? I have not
seen any evidence of plume migration or contamination increase in any of the monitoring wells. A engineering firm that
could provide the more robust statistics could confirm this.

 

In addition, without adequate evidence, you may have to delineate potential contaminant plumes (i.e. install monitoring
wells to determine the horizontal and vertical extent) based on the current information and take corrective action as
appropriate. Acknowledged
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However, if adequate statistical evidence is provided, we can and will reduce or terminate post-closure care accordingly
with the ultimate goal of rescinding the permit and closing out the administrative order. Acknowledged

 

Sampling Procedures

Thank you for adding TSS to the sampling parameters. Reviewing the most recent results shows the values are very
elevated. Since sampling is being conducted with a bailer, the elevated TSS is likely from sediment stirred up during the
sampling process, not the formation. This can result in elevated total metal results, which may not be representative and
thus misleading. For future monitoring would it be valid to sample TSS in the first bailer prior to purging the wells and
stirring up the sediment?

 

In general, turbidity levels should be less than 5 ntu or a TSS level less than 5 mg/l for satisfactory sample quality. The
DNR recognizes that even with good well construction, well development, and better sampling, a TSS level of 5 mg/l may
be unattainable. In those cases, we will consider higher TSS levels satisfactory.

 

Therefore, we request an evaluation to determine if there is a correlation between TSS and other parameters and provide
recommendations for changes in sampling procedures to improve (reduce) TSS. 

 

Leachate Control and Performance Evaluation

It does not appear that the leachate thickness calculations were corrected as previously commented upon (Doc 117446).
Additionally, the text discusses leachate elevations, but elevations are not provided in the tables. Please update the
calculations and include the elevations. Leachate thickness has been updated from 2018 to current. Table and graphs are
attached. Seneca used the 2018 Total depth of the wells

 

Inspection Report

The photos included with the inspection report show snow cover. Therefore, it can be assumed that the condition of the
cap, vegetation, drainage structures, etc. could not be adequately observed. Please keep this in mind when scheduling
and performing future inspections. Agreed, due to a new Roquette representative the proposal contract wasn’t signed until
late in 2025. Unfortunately snow covered the area.

 

Closing

We request a meeting between the responsible parties, the consultant, and DNR to discuss our comments. Please
schedule a meeting on or before August 15, 2026. During the meeting, we will set a deadline for responding to our
comments.  I’m available to meet anytime the rest of week or next week.

 

For scheduling purposes, you can see my availability at the following link. Although you can schedule an appointment with
me at this link, feel free to schedule utilizing your own meeting platform. As an alternative, you can reserve a meeting time
with me through this link, send a meeting invite using your own meeting platform, and I will delete the original request.

 

https://calendar.app.google/rB1pPdpuGxZXma59A

 

In consideration of the above, the DNR reserves the right to provide further comments.

 

Thanks,
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Brian

 

Brian Rath, P.E.
Environmental Engineer Senior
Solid Waste and Contaminated Sites Section
Iowa Department of Natural Resources
6200 Park Ave, Suite 200
Des Moines, IA 50321
515-537-4051 
brian.rath@dnr.iowa.gov
www.iowadnr.gov

4 attachments

2024 AWQR.pdf
11921K

Site Map.pdf
141K

GW Flow Map.pdf
137K

Leachate depths.pdf
107K
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