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Klemesrud, Mary <mary.klemesrud@dnr.iowa.gov> Mon, Jul 14, 2025 at 4:37 PM
To: "jploughlinlaw@gmail.com" <jploughlinlaw@gmail.com>
Cc: "tbuelow@scsengineers.com" <tbuelow@scsengineers.com>

Good Afternoon Mr. Loughlin,
My name is Mary Klemesrud. I am the staff person at DNR responsible for Landfill Financial Assurance. I am currently
reviewing Cherokee County Sanitary Landfill's 2025 Financial Assurance Report. I agree with the total projected deposit
calculation of $23,009 for the 2025 reporting year, but did have some questions/suggested revisions on two of the forms
for your review. 
 
Specifically, it is my understanding that Cherokee County Landfill is using a Local Government Guarantee to assure
closure, post closure and corrective action costs beyond those funds in closure and post closure restricted accounts. The
form for a Local Government Financial Test was submitted with the 2025 report and needs to be changed. I have attached
a revised Local Government Guarantee Form for Cherokee County Landfill with the following suggested revisions:

On page 1 of the form, I revised the amount of the Local Government Guarantee. To calculate this cost, current closure
and post closure cost estimates are subtracted from the closure and post closure account balances of the local
government dedicated fund. The balances for these accounts are noted on page 23 of the Cherokee County Solid Waste
Commission's audit. With this information,

·        Closure costs are calculated as: Current closure cost estimate = $2,864,313 minus closure account
balance $555,888 = $2,308,425.

·        Post Closure Costs are calculated as: Current post closure cost estimate = $1,792,240 minus post
closure account balance $562,966 = $1,229,274.

·        Corrective Action Cost estimate = $48,355. This amount is also included in the amount assured under
the Local Government Guarantee

·        The revised total costs to be assured under the Local Government Guarantee = $3,586,054.

On page 3 of the form, the closure and post closure costs have been updated as calculated above.

I have also included a revised Alternative I of the Financial Test (page 4), to reflect this updated amount. I did make an
update to Total Expenditures for the past two years to reflect capital outlays. Capital outlays may be subtracted from Total
Expenditures as part of the financial test if the County would like to proceed in the manner. I noted and subtracted Capital
Projects from page 18 of the Cherokee County 24 Audit from Total Expenditures. I made a separate calculation for FY23
costs also.

Changes are also needed on DNR Form 542-8090. I have attached a revised DNR Form 542-8090 for Cherokee County
Landfill with the following suggested revisions:

In Section 5 of form 542-8090 Financial Assurance Instruments, The Local Government Guarantee needs is
revised with the assured amount of $3,586,054.

In Section 7: Closure and Post closure Accounts, account balances have been revised. The revised Beginning
Balance is the end balance of last year's report which is $515,460 for the closure account and $526,598 for the
post closure account. The Ending Balance for this year's report is $555,888 for closing costs and $562,966 for post
closure costs. Again, this reflects the account balances from the FY24 Cherokee County Solid Waste
Commission's audit.

In addition, the projected deposit for closure costs should reflect the $15,014 figure as noted in the calculation for
projected deposits.

I realize I have proposed several changes and I would be happy to discuss my comments by telephone if that would be
easier. Please review the attached revised forms and the above recommended revisions. If you are agreeable with the
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recommended changes and my calculations are correct, please submit the signed revised forms to my attention.
 
Again, I agree with the projected deposit for the 2025 reporting year, I just need forms revised if agreeable. Once this
information is received, I will be able to approve the Cherokee Landfill  2025 Financial Assurance Report. Thank you and I
appreciate your attention to my request.
 
Sincerely,
Mary Klemesrud

--
Mary Klemesrud
Program Planner
Land Quality Bureau
Iowa Department of Natural Resources
6200 Park Avenue, Suite 200
Des Moines, IA 50321
515-802-8835
mary.klemesrud@dnr.iowa.gov
www.iowadnr.gov

 

2 attachments

Cherokee CO. SLF - Revised Local Government Guarantee.doc
58K

Cherokee Co. SLF - REVISED 25 Financial Assurnace.doc
138K

John P. Loughlin <jploughlinlaw@gmail.com> Mon, Jul 14, 2025 at 4:56 PM
To: "Klemesrud, Mary" <mary.klemesrud@dnr.iowa.gov>

Thank you. I will get the revisions completed, approved and submitted. And also confirm the annual deposit is made. 

John P. Loughlin
Attorney at Law

Loughlin Law Firm
231 West Maple
Cherokee, Iowa
Phone: 712-225-2514
Fax: 712-225-2515
[Quoted text hidden]

Klemesrud, Mary <mary.klemesrud@dnr.iowa.gov> Mon, Jul 14, 2025 at 4:59 PM
To: "John P. Loughlin" <jploughlinlaw@gmail.com>

Thank you so much John. I really appreciate it.  
Mary Klemesrud
[Quoted text hidden]

John P. Loughlin <jploughlinlaw@gmail.com> Wed, Jul 30, 2025 at 10:49 AM
To: "Klemesrud, Mary" <mary.klemesrud@dnr.iowa.gov>

Hello
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I have reviewed what you kindly provided.  I have no problem with any of your suggestions.  Accordingly, I have presented
the documents you prepared to both the Cherokee County Auditor and the Chairman of the CCSWC.  Their signed
documents are attached.  If you have any questions, or need any additional information please let me know.  Thank you
John Loughlin
Attorney for CCSWC
[Quoted text hidden]
--
[Quoted text hidden]

20250730104925.pdf
478K

Klemesrud, Mary <mary.klemesrud@dnr.iowa.gov> Wed, Jul 30, 2025 at 1:21 PM
To: "John P. Loughlin" <jploughlinlaw@gmail.com>

Good Afternoon John, 
Thank you for your review and the submittal of revised documents for the Cherokee County Solid Waste Commission's
2025 Landfill Financial Assurance Report. I will prepare the approval letter for the Commission and will have it to you by
the end of the day tomorrow.  Thank you again!
Sincerely, 
Mary Klemesrud 
[Quoted text hidden]

John P. Loughlin <jploughlinlaw@gmail.com> Wed, Jul 30, 2025 at 1:36 PM
To: "Klemesrud, Mary" <mary.klemesrud@dnr.iowa.gov>

All good  Thanks
[Quoted text hidden]

7/31/25, 8:41 AM State of Iowa Mail - 2025 Financial Assurance: Cherokee County Solid Waste Commission: Follow Up Questions

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=259921b5a1&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a:r8312210347363739474&simpl=msg-a:r-25288278578685… 3/3

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=259921b5a1&view=att&th=1985c06637864225&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_mdq550z80&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=259921b5a1&view=att&th=1985c06637864225&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_mdq550z80&safe=1&zw


UA

the Guarantor

29 day of Tuly
Governm uarantee under-th

2025


















