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March 26, 2025 

Mr. James Hensley  
John Deere Dubuque Works 
18600 South John Deere Road 
P.O. Box 538 
Dubuque, IA  52001 

Subject: Revisions to Engineer’s Certification – Landfill Post Closure Cost Estimate 
John Deere Dubuque Works Landfill – Permit Number 31-SDP-01-75C 

Dear Mr. Hensley: 

Iowa Administrative Code Section 567-115.31(4)c requires an Iowa Licensed Professional Engineer to 
annually certify the landfill post closure cost estimate.  This certification applies to the John Deere 
Dubuque Works Landfill.  The landfill is located in the SW ¼ of Section 27, T90N, R2E, Dubuque 
County, Iowa.   

The purpose of this letter is to certify that the revised attached post closure cost estimate has been 
prepared to include the cost of hiring a third party to perform post closure activities for the landfill in 
compliance with the post closure plan developed pursuant to sub-rule 115.26(14) and the approved 
closure permit.  This estimate accounts for the cost for the remainder of the post closure period.   

The attached estimate includes the factors as described in 115.31(4)c(6)1 through 14.  The costs 
submitted in December 2023, which were estimated using the Gross Domestic Product-Implicit Price 
Deflator value for the second quarter of 2023, were updated using the similar value for the second 
quarter of 2024, as prepared by the Bureau of Economic Analysis (Department of Commerce).  The 
landfill post closure cost estimate is included as an attachment to this letter of certification. 

Based upon a telephone conversation between Mr. Terrence Halena of TRC Environmental 
Corporation (TRC) and Mr. William Blum of the Iowa Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) on 
November 19, 2015, the remaining duration of post closure for the site has been modified.  The closure 
permit was issued on May 24, 2012, which means that post closure at the site has been occurring for 
more than 12 years.  Therefore, the total value of post closure calculated on the accompanying table 
has been modified to reflect 18 years of remaining post closure. 

Sincerely, 

TRC 

 

 

 

 

 

Erica Lawson John M. Rice, P.E. 
Project Manager Iowa License No. P15628 

Attachment: Post Closure - Engineering Opinion of Probable Cost  



– Repair erosion damage (annually) AC $2,562 1 $2,562 
– Fence Repair (every 5 years) LS $52 1 $52 
– Control Monument Verification (every 3 years) LS $257 1 $257 
– Lawn mowing (annually) LS $767 1 $767 
– Access Road Maintenance (annually) LS $1,923 1 $1,923 
– Snow plowing (annually)  LS $1,537 1 $1,537 

– Leachate disposal/treatment/transportation(2) GAL $0 0 $0 
– Leachate col line & standpipe cleaning/jetting (every 5 years) LS $767 1 $767 
– Submersible leachate pump with controller replacement (every 

10 years) (one event has pump replaced with tank replacement)
LS $192 1 $192 

– Monitoring Well Permeability Testing (every 5 years) LS $513 1 $513 
– Leachate collection tank & pump replacement 

(every 30 years)
LS $3,460 1 $3,460 

Electric Service/Repairs (annually) LS $2,242 1 $2,242 
Environmental Monitoring Costs
– Measure & Report Leachate Head & Groundwater Elevations 

Monthly (Annual cost provided)(3)

LS $10,791 1 $10,791 

– Semi-Annual Water Quality Sampling, Lab Analysis, Data 
Management, Annual Report Preparation, and Site Inspections

LS $23,834 1 $23,834 

Engineering/Technical Services (annually) LS $641 1 $641 
$49,538 

$891,700 
Notes:
(1)    This cost estimate (originally submitted to the Iowa Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) on December 1, 2015) has been updated 

(2)     Direct discharge under the existing National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit is used for the treatment/disposal of leachate.
(3)   Costs for tasks performed are by a third party.
(4)    The site closure permit was issued on May 24, 2012 (i.e., date that the 30-yr postclosure care period began).  Based upon a phone 

      conversation between Mr. Terrence Halena of TRC Environmental Corporation (TRC) and Mr. William Blum of the Iowa Department 

      of Natural Resources on November 19, 2015, at 2:15 p.m., the total value of postclosure required can be reduced for time of 

      postclosure remaining.  Twelve years have passed since 2012; therefore, the total post-closure amount has been modified to reflect 

      18 years of postclosure remaining.

     

Prepared By: M. Holicky, 12/4/2024

Checked by: S. Sellwood, 12/3/2024

Revised By: M. Holicky, 1/14/2025

Checked by: E. Lawson, 1/17/2025

Postclosure – Engineering Opinion of Probable Cost

John Deere Dubuque Works Landfill - Dubuque, Iowa

Major Cost Item & Interval to be Performed Unit

Unit Cost/

Year (1) Quantity Cost (1)

December 2024

by modifying the previous unit costs (prepared in 2023).  The Gross Domestic Product - Implicit Price Deflator value for the second quarter of 
2023 (121.716) was compared with the similar value from the second quarter of 2024 (124.853). The resultant inflation factor is 1.026.  The unit 
prices were increased by this inflation factor.   

18-Year Postclosure Cost (4) = 

Site Maintenance:

Leachate Collection and Monitoring Well System:

Postclosure Yearly Subtotal =
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