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 Any questions or responses regarding this order should be directed to: 

 

Relating to technical requirements:  Relating to legal requirements: 

Chris Gelner         Carrie Schoenebaum, Attorney 

IDNR Field Office 1     Iowa Department of Natural Resources 

Iowa Department of Natural Resources 

1101 Commercial Ct., Ste. 10    6200 Park Ave.  

Manchester, Iowa 52057    Des Moines, Iowa 50321  

Phone: 563-927-2640     Phone: 515-444-8165 

 

Payment of penalty to: 

Iowa Department of Natural Resources 

6200 Park Ave.  

Des Moines, Iowa 50321 

 

II. JURISDICTION 

 

     This order is issued pursuant to Iowa Code section 455B.175(1), which authorizes the 

Director to issue any order necessary to secure compliance with or prevent a violation of Iowa 

Code chapter 455B, Division III, Part I and the rules promulgated or permits issued pursuant 

thereto; and Iowa Code section 455B.109 and 567 Iowa Administrative Code (IAC) chapter 10, 

which authorize the Director to assess administrative penalties.  

 

III. STATEMENT OF FACTS 

 

1. On June 1, 2022, Robins Landing was issued a notice of coverage under NPDES General 

Permit No. 2 for stormwater discharge associated with construction activity at the location of the 

Robins Landing Construction North of Towers Terrace Road (site). This permit listed Bryce 

Ricklefs of Boomerang Corp. and Robins Landing, LLC as the owner.  This site is approximately 

150 acres and is located at Section 29, Township 84, Range 7 W in Linn County, Iowa.  

 

2. On February 9, 2024, the Department received a complaint alleging that sediment laden 

water was flowing off the construction site and that sediment and erosion controls installed on the 

site were in disrepair.  Because this site is located within the City of Robins, a Municipal Separate 

Storm Sewer System (MS4), the complaint was sent to the City to investigate.  

 

3. On April 1, 2024, the City notified Robins Landing of numerous violations.   

 

4. On April 16, 2024, the City requested that the Department assist with achieving compliance 

at the site.  

 

5.  On April 17, 2024, the Department conducted a stormwater NPDES permit inspection at 

the above referenced site.  Once on site, the Department met with Tim Turner, the project manager 
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c.  Such waters shall be free from materials attributable to wastewater discharges 

or agricultural practices producing objectional color, odor or other aesthetically 

objectional conditions. [and] 

e. Such waters shall be free from substances, attributable to wastewater discharges 

or agricultural practices, in quantities which would produce undesirable or nuisance 

aquatic life. 

 

The above stated facts demonstrate noncompliance with these provisions of law.   

 

3.  Subrule 567 IAC 64.3(1) provides that no person shall operate any wastewater disposal system 

or part thereof without, or contrary to any condition of, an operation permit issued by the Director.  

The above stated facts demonstrate noncompliance with this provision.  

 

V. ORDER 

 

THEREFORE, the Department orders, and Robins Landing consents to do, the following:  

1. Cease all illegal discharges to waters of the state;  

2. Pay an administrative penalty of $8,000.00 within 30 days of the date the Director signs 

this order.   

VI. PENALTY 

 

1.  Iowa Code section 455B.191 authorizes the assessment of civil penalties of up to $5,000.00 

per day of violation for the violations involved in this matter. 

  

2. Iowa Code section 455B.109 authorizes the Commission to establish by rule a schedule of civil 

penalties up to $10,000.00 which may be assessed administratively.  The Commission has adopted 

this schedule with procedures and criteria for assessment of penalties in 567 IAC chapter 10.  

Pursuant to this chapter, the Department has determined that the most effective and efficient means 

of addressing the above-cited violations is the issuance of an administrative order with an 

administrative penalty.  The administrative penalty is determined as follows:  

 

          a. Economic Benefit.  567 IAC chapter 10 requires that the Department consider the costs 

saved or likely to be saved by noncompliance.  567 IAC 10.2(1) states that “where the violator  

received an economic benefit through the violation or by not taking timely compliance or 

corrective measures, the department shall take enforcement action which includes penalties which 

at least offset the economic benefit.”  567 IAC 10.2(1) further states, “reasonable estimates of 

economic benefit should be made where clear data are not available.”  An economic benefit was 

obtained by continuing to operate the construction site despite the discharge of sediment laden 

stormwater to a water of the state.  Further, a significant cost was saved through the failure to 

implement adequate sediment and erosion controls.  It’s reasonable to estimate that several 

thousand dollars were saved.  Thus, it is reasonable to estimate that $3,000.00 was saved.  

Therefore, $3,000.00 is assessed for this factor.  
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Robins Landing, LLC, Boomerang Corp. Copy of Order to Courtney Cswercko, FO 1, Carrie 

Schoenebaum- Legal Services Bureau, U.S. E.P.A, I.C.7.b.    
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