DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESCURCES GOVERNOR KiM REYNOLDS
LT. GOVERNOR ADAM GREGG

DIrecTOR CHUCK Gipp

December 26, 2017

Troy Sedore -~ President

Sedore Inc.

dba Sedore Sanitation

28942 Highway 16 .
Stockport, IA 52651

NOTICE OF VIQLATION: Open Burning 567 TAC 23.2

Re: Open Burning Complaint Investigation
Complaint No. 25055

Dear Mr. Sedore:

Towa DNR Field Office #6 received five complaints between December 16, 2017 and
December 18, 2017, regarding a fire at the above-listed property on the evening of
December 15, 2017. The complainants stated that a large fire was emitting black
smoke that smelled like burnt plastic/petroleumnm.

On December 18, 2017, I called you to discuss the alleged fire, During our phone
conversation, you indicated that your kids requested to have a bonfire, so you set
aside & pile of 2x4’s, lcgs and brush to be burned for their bonfire. You also
indicated that you were not present during the bonfire. One of the complainants
submitted photos and video of the fire. Neither the photos nor the video clearly
show exactly what is burning, other than a large fire emitting smocke at the former
transfer station building.

On December 20, 2017, the Stockport Fire Department sent Iowa DNR Field Office #6
their report from the evening they responded to the aforementioned fire. Their
report indicates that the smoke was “way too black for just lumber scraps” and that

upon questioning the teens onsite “they informed me nervously that there were
shingies and other things in the fire besides lumber.”

Based on statements made in the fire department’s report as well as statements made
by your chiltdren, 1t appears as though you as the property owner/responsible
official, have failed to comply with Consent Decree No. EQEQ026163 filed September
20, 2017 in Van Buren County Court, which states, in part, (#8) “Sedore Inc. and
Troy Sedore shall permanently cease any and all illegal disposal of solid waste”
and {(#9) “Sedore Inc. and Troy Sedore shall cease the burning of solid waste.”

This matter has been fturned over to the Iowa Attorney General’s (Office, is subject
to court order and additional enforcement will follow.

Open Burning Regulations:

567 Icowa Administrative Code 23.2 states, "No person shall allow, cause or permit
openr burning of combustible materials except as provided in subrules 567 IAC
23.2(2) and 567 IAC 23.2(3)." Exemptions listed in subrule 567 TAC 23.2{(3) include
landscape waste produced in «c¢learing, grubbing and construction operations,
training fires, agricultural structures, reslidential waste, recreatiocn, cooking and
heating fires. It 1s not permissible to burn trade waste or asphalt shingles.
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At this time, Jowa DNR Field Office 46 is plannirg an onsite inspection to
determine compliance with the above referenced court order, for January 3, 2018.

If you have any questions or would like further explanation of any part of this
letter, please contact David Steward at 515-281-7242 or me at 319-653-2135.

Sincerely,

Field Services and Compliance Bureau

e

Kurt Levetzow
Environmental Specialist Senior

Enclf fire department’s report
N:klevetz\AQ\OB\2017\Sedore Sanitation NOV 12-2017.doc
cc: David Steward - Attorney General's Office {via email)

Stockpeort Fire Department (via email)
Sedore Sanitation closed SDP file
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Paged to fire at Sedore Sanitation 28942 Hwy. 16 Stockport, lowa:

Arrived on scene to find thres teenage minors onsite with a largs fire to SouthWest Comer of property. Teens stated at this time | could leave as they had permission for the fire
and that their dad said it was alright. | (Max Harlan} informed them that we had been paged to the location from a concerned by passer and that the fire was too large to be safe
as a bonfire and recemmended that we extinguish. As | was speaking with them ! noticed there were debris/é

hlack for just lumber scraps,

| then further questioned the teens what was in the fire? They informed me nervously that their were shingles and other things in: the fire besides lumber. | stated at that time we
wotld need to extinguish the fire due fo safety issues and hazardous materials that were being burnt. Qur Fire Chief Frank Nelson then came over to me and instructed me to
have a crew extinguish the fire. | proceeded to brief extinguish crew and we deployed a hose line. Just as we get raady to apply water and foam Frank asked me to walt, | then
noticed that he was on a cell phone. Frank finished his canversation and instructed me to give the arder to pack it up and that we were leaving the scene as the land owner had
calied and stated that we were not going to put out his kids fire and that if we did; we were all going to pay and Troy's final statement to Frank was that we at were trespassing
and that if we didn't ieave immediately ho was calling the Sheriffs department and we were all going to be charged with Trespassing, We packed everything up at this ime and Jet
dispatch khow (VBC Sheriffs office} that the fire was out of control but we wers orderad off the property, We also informed dispatch with us not being able to
that we woukl not be able to provide fire protection for this location/address at this time.

tems in the fire pile other than wood and that the smoke was way too

be on the property
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