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MEMO

DATE:
September 16, 2015
TO:
Sedore Sanitation File  
FROM:
Kurt Levetzow, ESS
RE:
Open Burning Complaint Investigations
FACILITY:
Sedore Sanitation
FACILITY NO.
89-SDP-04-14
Friday, September 11, 2015 – Prior to the noon hour, Brian Lee and I were driving from Stockport to Keokuk, and as we passed Sedore Sanitation, we took a photo of the north side of Sedore Sanitation’s Transfer Station.  The photo shows a large pile of mulch, with a small pile of what appears to be construction/demolition (C&D).  

Saturday, September 12, 2015 7:51pm, according to a report obtained from the Van Buren County Sheriff’s office, Troy Sedore notified them about a bonfire that was to take place at his residence that evening.  Troy stated that he is currently living in the transfer station.
Saturday, September 12, 2015 9:03pm, also according to the sheriff’s office, Richard Brombaugh, neighboring property owner, called the Van Buren County Sheriff’s office to report a “construction trash fire”, which was actually taking place at the Sedore Sanitation Transfer Station.
Sunday, September 13, 2015 1:28pm, a photo was taken by a passerby from HWY 16, showing a pile of ash still smoldering from the previous evening’s fire, and was submitted to Field Office 6.

Monday, September 14, 2015, DNR Field Office 6 received an anonymous complaint regarding the fire that took place at Sedore Sanitation over the weekend.  Complaint No. 22050 was assigned to this complaint.

Tuesday, September 15, 2015, DNR Field Office 6 received another anonymous complaint regarding additional open burning that occurred late Monday night, September 14th.  This complainant indicated that the fire Saturday night was emitting flames 30’ high, and Monday evening September 14th the same pile was on fire again, and the flames were 10-15’ high.  This complainant indicated that Thursday September 10th, a tub grinder was observed at Sedore Sanitation, grinding C&D waste into mulch, and the “left over” material that the tub grinder operator would not grind up was burned Saturday night.  Complaint No. 22053 was assigned to this complaint.  
Tuesday, September 15, 2015, Brian Lee and I investigated Complaint No.’s 22050 & 22053.  At approximately 10:00am, we met with Troy Sedore at his transfer station and discussed multiple topics associated with his operation, but focused on the open burning complaints, as well as grinding C&D into mulch and what the mulch was being used for.  Starting with the open burning, Troy indicated that he and his kids were having a bonfire Saturday evening.  When asked what was burned, Troy indicated that hedge posts and dimensional lumber such as 2x4s from C&D waste loads that have came into the transfer station (this is trade waste).  He also admitted to burning some old furniture he didn’t need anymore.  The photos we took clearly show that the spots that burning took place are right in the area that the mulch grinding took place.  
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	Photo taken Friday 9/11/15, showing C&D on right side of photo, after C&D was ground up the day before. 
	Photo taken Sunday 9/13/15, by a passerby.
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	Both of these photos taken Saturday evening 9/12/15, by passerbys, notice the glow on the transfer station building in the photo on the right, which is Sedore’s Transfer Station.
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	Both of these photos taken Tuesday 9/15/15 of the area that the fires took place.


C&D ground to mulch: 
When I questioned Troy as to where the C&D mulch is going and what it is being used for, he indicated that a farmer has the entire pile called for.  I requested the name of the farmer.  Troy indicated that he would not provide that information, but that he would have the farmer call me (as of 9/21/15, no farmer has contacted me regarding the mulch).  I explained that due to the mulch containing so much foreign materials, such as but not limited to OSB/plywood chips, chunks of metal, plastic, wire, asphalt shingles, tar paper, carpet, foam, and other assortments of solid waste, that material cannot feasibly be used for any type of beneficial project.  Troy asked why he couldn’t spread it down in his timber for dirt bike track, again, I explained it would be considered illegal open dumping. When asked what the farmer was going to do with the mulch, Troy said he was going to use it for composting dead animals.  I explained that the DNR deals with farmers routinely that compost their dead animals, which the organic material is then land applied on the farmer’s field.  I went on to explain that most farmers would not knowingly spread metal chunks along with all the other foreign material on their farm ground.  I continued to ask Troy where the other piles of C&D mulch have been taken to, and asked for names of those property owners and receipts.  Troy indicated that the large pile of mulch from the west side of his building all went to GRRWA Landfill.  He said the only other mulch that has left the transfer station property went to “a lady” and she didn’t like it, so they (Sedore) had to go get it and haul it back.  I explained to Troy that if he can’t screen the material to remove the foreign materials, all of the ground C&D should to be hauled to the landfill for disposal.  
Asphalt shingles used for parking lot base:
The only asbestos sample results the DNR has been able to review are those from the samples DNR FO6 collected from the shingles placed on the NW corner of his transfer station property.  Additional shingles were placed on the SE corner of the transfer station property, as well as directly north of the scale, and Troy confirmed that no asbestos samples have been sent to a lab for these two areas.  Jeannie, Sedore’s new office secretary, has collected 5-6 samples of shingles from north of the scale, and she intends to send those samples off to SHL soon.  I explained that I also need representative samples collected from the shingle area SE of the transfer station building. 
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	Both of these photos show ground asphalt millings covering shingles on the NW corner of the transfer station property.  This is the area DNR tested the shingles for asbestos.


[image: image9.jpg]


       [image: image10.jpg]


 
	These shingles are directly north of the scale. This is the most recent area to receive shingles for base.  
	This area is on the far SE corner, also covered in asphalt millings. No asbestos testing


Troy indicated that his plans to comply with the concrete or asphalt covering requirement is to apply some sort of asphalt sealer over top of the ground up asphalt millings that cover the shingle layers.  The definition of “hard surface road construction/parking lots” specifies concrete and asphalt.   

General Number 1 Stormwater Discharge Permit:

Due to ongoing nature of the activities taking place on the outside of transfer station, Brian and I explained that Field Office 6 is going to require a storm water permit.  Jeannie was provided with UNI Waste Reduction’s contact information, and was informed that UNI could provide them with compliance assistance in developing the SWPPP. 
CRT’s:

A pile of CRTs were reportedly received at Sedore Sanitation within the past week, and they’re expecting them to be picked up by Friday September 18, 2015. Sedore Sanitiation is a registered CRT Collection site, but needs to maintain records of where the CRT’s are being shipped to and the service the receiving facility provides.  
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	We explained to Troy that CRT’s have leaded glass screens, and when broken is considered to be hazardous waste.  We warned Troy to ensure that whoever takes the TVs off his hands should be capable of properly recycling them, as people have been known to bust them apart for the small amount of copper and dump the rest.  


Discarded appliances:

Troy and I have discussed 567 IAC 118 regulations in the past, and during this most recent visit, I again encouraged him to ensure that any discarded appliances on his property are handled in the manner that does not damage or cause leaks as appliances can contain PCBs, Hg, and refrigerants.  Several discarded appliances at Sedore Sanitation have been deposited on the general scrap metal piles, which is not compliant with 567 IAC 118.4 (storage and handling discarded appliances).  
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	Both of these photos contain discarded appliances that are not being properly stored.  
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	Both of these photos contain discarded appliances that are not being properly stored. 
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