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MEMO

DATE:
April 29, 2015
TO:
Sedore Sanitation SDP File
FROM:
Kurt Levetzow
RE:
Complaint No. 21412
On April 24, 2015, Dan Henderson, DNR Conservation Officer called FO6 to pass along a report that Sedore Sanitation had a large fire south of his building on HWY 16.  Fire trucks and sheriffs deputy’s had responded.  I obtained the deputy’s report which contained a statement that Troy Sedore made, regarding burning wood from house debris onsite.  On April 20, DNR Solid Waste Section staff, Brian Lee of FO6 and I were at Sedore’s Transfer Station building and observed the house debris piles staged behind the building.  Therefore, on April 28, 2015, Bert Noll of FO6 and I investigated three locations associated with Troy Sedore property.  We started at Troy Sedore's house located at 26318 205th Street, Keosauqua IA.  When we arrived, we knocked on the front door and no one was home so we walked to a couple old out-buildings NW of his house, and photo'd the numerous piles of staged asphalt shingles.  In this location, we also noted 3 burn-barrels that had wire radials from tires that burned, and the ground staining immediately surrounding the barrels suggests that the tires were burned right where I observed them.  From there, we drove down the lane to the east of Sedore's house and south toward the timber.  (We went down there based off aerial photos that showed a small clearing in the trees and a bulldozer sitting near what appeared to be piles of solid waste.)  We suspected this to be a dump/burn location Sedore has been using to dispose of solid waste.  In this location, we found a vast area of dumped and burned solid waste. Many photos were taken that show various types and amounts of dumped and burned solid waste.  The tall and mature trees growing around this area were charred to the top of the trees, proving how large and hot fires have been in the past.  Tires, appliances, remains of structures, garbage and all sorts of other materials have been dumped and burned in that small clearing of the timber.  From there, we drove to the transfer station, where we spoke to Angie, office manager.  Angie said Troy was out working garbage during our visit.  Angie said she was surprised we weren’t there sooner, and I asked "because of the fire last week"?  She said "yes".  I asked, "what was burning and how did it start".  She said Troy mentioned that day (4/24/15) that he was going out back to start a fire, from the wood pile (I verified with her that she was referring to the C&D waste, she said yes), but the fire turned out to be a really big fire, she said.  Bert and I walked around the transfer station and documented the area that was burned, which previously contained C&D waste that Troy had staged onsite for some reason.  From there, we walked over to a man operating a dozer, spreading dirt over the spread out asphalt shingles.  Mark Story said he was hired by Troy Sedore to spread and cover the shingles with dirt.  Mark indicated that Troy mentioned placing rock over the dirt.  Several photos were taken of all the sites we visited.  (no sign was noted at the entrance to the transfer station facility).  I left a message for Troy to contact me, but as of the morning of 4/29/15, I’ve not been contacted by Troy.
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Piles of shingles staged just NW of Sedore’s house
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Hidden OB/OD spot SE of Sedore’s house, down in the timber
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Transfer Station photos of C&D waste, and where some C&D was burned on 4/24/15
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