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MEMO

DATE:
8/26/19
TO:
File


FROM:
Bert Noll, Environmental Specialist 
RE:
Complaint Investigation #27208
FACILITY:
Sedore Sanitation
FACILITY NO.
FO#12983
On August 23, 2019 Environmental Specialist Ryan Stouder and I visited Sedore Sanitation at 28942 Hwy 16 Stockport to investigate complaint # 27208.  The complaint alleged that Sedore Sanitation has been operating a metal scrap yard for the past several years and proper storm water permitting has never been obtained.  It also alleged that CRT’s and broken CRT glass is often slipped into loads of scrap metal and that appliances are not separated from regular scrap.  In summary the complaint alleged that the soil and surface water are being polluted with auto fluids, lead and hazardous materials contained in the appliances.  
Upon our arrival we were confronted by who I am assuming is the office attendant questioning why we were there and that we were not supposed to be there unless we had contacted the owner in advance.  We explained that we were there to investigate a complaint our office had received and that we were also instructed that the advance notice for site visits was connected only to the matters pertaining to a previous administrative order.  She then walked towards the office suggesting that she would be calling their lawyer and I explained that this was really not necessary and that we would just like to discuss the complaint.  
Ryan and I then entered the office where we talked with the office attendant and owner Troy Sedore.  I explained that the above mentioned complaint was the purpose of our visit and showed the complaint to Mr. Sedore.  At this point we had a drawn out conversation about the complaint with the attitude of Mr. Sedore being that the it was invalid as he did not break CRT’s and dump the material in scrap cars and that Phil Grandinetti had filed the complaint because Sedore was no longer bringing scrap metal to him.  Because of this Mr. Sedore also expressed his opinion that he did not need to let us inspect the grounds for indications of such activity. Regarding the scrap operation and storm water permit requirement Mr. Sedore indicated that there was no scrap metal on site at the time and that his son operated the scrap part of the business.  We briefly discussed the storm water permit requirement for scrap metal yards.  I then asked Troy if I could have his son’s contact information so that we could investigate that part of the complaint and he said no.  After this we made several more attempts to gain permission to tour the grounds all while arguing various subjects including but not limited to the definition of solid waste, Environmental Specialist Senior Kurt Levetzow lying on the stand about the definition of solid waste, the fact that this property was also the private residence of his son and that was part of the reason why we couldn’t see the entire site etc.  In the mean time we observed that one of the workers closed the overhead door to the stalls next to the office, which had been 
the working floor for the transfer station before the permit was revoked, where recycleables are now supposedly sorted from garbage.  
In any case at the end of this long conversation Mr. Sedore finally agreed to let us tour a portion of the site.  Mr. Sedore accompanied us but limited our walk around from the office entrance to the very north point of the property.  We were not allowed to see inside the building connected to the office or the back side or west side of the property.  When we got to the north point of the property Mr. Sedore stopped and said that was the extent of the business property.  Ryan and I could clearly see a row of garbage roll offs along the west property line heading south and possibly two large piles of debris.  I told Mr. Sedore that this appeared to be part of the business operations and not the personal residence of his son’s when he again replied that it was not and began to walk the other way.  Due to the uncomfortable and contentious manner of the visit to that point we did not take any pictures or actually see anything worth taking pictures of and then left as it was clear we were not going to allowed to view the remainder of the site.      
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