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MEMO

DATE:	December 20, 2017

TO: Sedore Sanitation SDP File, David Steward AG’s Office

FROM:	Kurt Levetzow – Iowa DNR Field Office 6

RE: Fire at Sedore Sanitation December 15, 2017

On Saturday December 16, 2017, the DNR emergency spill line received a call regarding a fire that occurred Friday night (December 15th) at Sedore Sanitation on HWY 16, Stockport, IA.   The caller indicated that photos and a video were taken that show large flames and smoke from the fire.  The caller wanted to know why Sedore is allowed to burn given all the “trouble he’s been in.”  

Between December 16 (Saturday) and December 18 (Monday), Iowa DNR Field Office 6 received five calls regarding the fire at Sedore’s former transfer station property.  One of the callers took video and photos of the fire, which Field Office 6 has received and reviewed.  The photos do not show much of anything; however, a 1.08 minute video, taken Friday night around 9:30pm, clearly shows flames from a large fire emitting smoke on the former transfer station property.  The footage was taken from HWY 16, north of the former transfer station building.  From reviewing the video footage, it is difficult to determine what is being burned.     

On Monday, December 18, 2017, I called Troy Sedore to discuss the matter with him.  Troy indicated the fire was the result of his kids wanting to have a bonfire, so Troy told me during our phone conversation that he set aside a pile of 2x4’s, logs and brush for them to burn.  I asked if the material was waste that he was paid to haul through the operation of his business, and he indicated it was not.  Troy said the pile contained 2x4’s from onsite and he didn’t specify where the logs and brush came from.  As I’ve done in past conversations with Troy, I explained that bonfires containing business related waste is considered an illegal burn.  He continued to argue that his bonfires are no different than when he delivers a load of scrap dimensional lumber/pallets to a local school for a homecoming fire.  I explained that the Iowa DNR is not concerned with a school having a bonfire on homecoming or similar event because those are a onetime per year event, whereas Troy’s HWY 16 property is a business which has conducted multiple “bonfires” where trade waste is consumed in the fire.  

One of the callers left a voice message indicating that the local fire department responded to the fire and was not allowed onto the property to extinguish the fire.  On Tuesday, December 19th, I contacted the Van Buren County Sheriff’s office requesting the contact name and number of the local fire department.  The sheriff’s office provided the Stockport Fire Chief’s name (Frank Nelson) and phone number.  I called and spoke to Mr. Nelson and he told me that he first observed the fire at 6:30pm Friday evening as he was driving past Sedore’s property.  Shortly thereafter, the Stockport Fire Department was paged and responded to the fire.  The following paragraph, in italics, is a report from the Stockport Fire Department (emphasis added): 

Paged to fire (19:15 hrs) at Sedore Sanitation 28942 Hwy. 16 Stockport, Iowa:
Arrived on scene to find three teenage minors onsite with a large fire to SouthWest Corner of property. Teens stated at this time I could leave as they had permission for the fire and that their dad said it was alright. I (Max Harlan) informed them that we had been paged to the location from a concerned by passer and that the fire was too large to be safe as a bonfire and recommended that we extinguish. As I was speaking with them I noticed there were debris/items in the fire pile other than wood and that the smoke was way too black for just lumber scraps. I then further questioned the teens what was in the fire? They informed me nervously that their were shingles and other things in the fire besides lumber. I stated at that time we would need to extinguish the fire due to safety issues and hazardous materials that were being burnt. Our Fire Chief Frank Nelson then came over to me and instructed me to have a crew extinguish the fire. I proceeded to brief extinguish crew and we deployed a hose line. Just as we got ready to apply water and foam Frank asked me to wait. I then noticed that he was on a cell phone. Frank finished his conversation and instructed me to give the order to pack it up and that we were leaving the scene as the land owner had called and stated that we were not going to put out his kids fire and that if we did; we were all going to pay and Troy's final statement to Frank was that we all were trespassing and that if we didn't leave immediately he was calling the Sheriffs department and we were all going to be charged with Trespassing. We packed everything up at this time and let dispatch know (VBC Sheriffs office) that the fire was out of control but we were ordered off the property. We also informed dispatch with us not being able to be on the property that we would not be able to provide fire protection for this location/address at this time.

One of the callers drove past the property at 10:52pm Friday night and observed a “large fire” at Sedore’s HWY 16 property.  This caller stated that the smoke was crossing the road and smelled like plastic and petroleum was burning.  

Another caller indicated that when he drove past Sedore’s property at 10:00am Saturday morning, smoke was still emanating off the property.  

Lastly, according to the fire department’s report, it appears as though Troy Sedore failed to comply with Consent Decree No. EQEQ026163 filed September 20, 2017 in Van Buren County Court, which states (#8) Sedore Inc. and Troy Sedore shall permanently cease any and all illegal disposal of solid waste and (#9) Sedore Inc. and Troy Sedore shall cease the burning of solid waste.
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