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MEMO

DATE:
 November 18, 2016
TO:
 David Steward, AG’s Office
FROM:
 Kurt Levetzow, FO6
RE:
 Open Burning Complaint Investigation
FACILITY:
 Sedore Sanitation 
COMPLAINT NO.
 23742
On November 17, 2016, DNR FO6 received an anonymous complaint that open burning was taking place at Sedore Sanitation & Recycling (HWY 16 location) the evening of November 16th at 6:50pm.  On November 17, 2016, Jim Kacer (DNR FO6 staff) and I conducted an unannounced investigation at the HWY 16 building, formerly permitted as a solid waste transfer station.  There, we met with Troy Sedore and explained the purpose of our visit.  On the west side of the metal main building, we observed and documented a smoldering pile of ash and solid waste (remnants of burned fiberglass [white fibers], metal sheeting, a roof gutter and varying sizes of dimensional lumber).  Scattered around this area were random types and amounts of solid waste, indicating solid waste was dumped, some of which was burned, some of which possibly reloaded into dumpsters bound for the landfill.  Mr. Sedore claims the fire was a recreational fire.  Mr. Sedore was asked if the dimensional lumber that was burned was material that he accepted payment from someone to recycle or dispose of at the landfill.  He responded with “yes”.  I then stated, “then you burned trade-waste, which is illegal”.  He rebutted my position with his ongoing claim of burning wood from his business, is legal, per the recreational fire exemption.  Mr. Sedore also stated, “if my son wants to have a bonfire, then he’s going to have a bonfire”.  It should be noted in the following photographs, that two additional piles of dimensional lumber are already stacked, possibly in preparation for another “recreational” fire.
Next, I asked Mr. Sedore what his plans are with the asphalt shingles piled in the loading dock.  Mr. Sedore stated that an asphalt paving contractor is interested in repurposing the asphalt shingles.  I then asked if he has the asbestos test results for my review (from all the loads of shingles he placed on the ground as base for the parking lots, the same asbestos testing results which I have been asking for, for over a year).  Mr. Sedore pulled out his cell phone, called his secretary and asked her to pull out the file with asbestos testing results (required by 567 IAC 108.4[2]) and told us we could stop in the office before we left and get copies.  As we walked back toward the office, we noted the pile of solid waste on the tipping floor of the main metal building.  The mixed pile of recyclables and solid waste was being sorted, which is a violation of 567 IAC 106, as Mr. Sedore’s transfer station permit has been revoked.  We then proceeded to the office; unfortunately, the office secretary could not locate the file containing asbestos sample results, I left her my business card, and asked her to email the results when she found them.  She said she would.  No such email has been received. 
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