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March 27, 2012
Ms. Deb Watson
Mr. Mike Grell

NCIRSWA Landfill

2240 South 22nd Street

Fort Dodge, IA  50501

Subject:

NOTICE OF VIOLATIONS - Failure to Control Litter, Failure to Maintain Litter Control Records, Failure to Maintain Daily Cover

Dear Ms. Watson and Mr. Grell:

The Iowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR) conducted a quarterly site visit at your facility on March 23, 2012 and found the following violations of the Iowa Administrative Code:

1. Litter Records – Ms. Watson’s litter control records indicated that no litter had been picked since August 31, 2011, and the entry for each and every workday was that it had been “too cold.”  It has obviously not been too cold to pick litter every work day in the last six months, and Mr. Grell had previously indicated that litter had been picked periodically during this period.  

2. Litter Control – Both on site and particularly off-site litter control was unacceptable.  There was considerable litter offsite in the road ditches to the south.  I note that this facility has previously received Notices of Violation for litter control and copies of the specific requirements have been previously provided to the facility.

Paragraph 567 IAC 113.8(3)f states that (emphasis added) “The Operator shall take steps to minimize the production of litter and the release of windblown litter off site of the facility.  All windblown litter off site of the facility shall be collected daily unless prevented by unsafe working conditions. On-site litter shall be collected daily unless prevented by working conditions.  A dated record of unsafe conditions that prevented litter conditions shall be maintained by the facility.”
Mr. Grell indicated that it was difficult to find and retain litter pickers, and there have been several very windy days this spring.  Notwithstanding, the litter control requirements stipulated in the Iowa Administrative Code must be implemented.  DNR will conduct a follow-up visit in mid-April and all off-site litter must be collected by that time, and there must be material improvement in on-site litter control. 
When I visited the site on March 23, 2012, there was a “wet weather” working face open near the haul road.  After I left the facility I drove around to the south to see the “dry weather” working face and there was considerable trash visible through the daily cover.   This is a violation of 567 IAC 113.8(2)f which stipulates that six inches of daily cover must be used.

Mr. Grell indicated that it was difficult from an operations standpoint to stockpile adequate daily cover since it was hard to work once rained upon.  Nonetheless, this facility must find a way to comply with the requirements of the Iowa Administrative Code.  I note that Mr. Grell received a Notice of Violation for inadequate daily cover during an April 27, 2011 DNR inspection.  

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact me at 641 424-4073 or david.miller@dnr.iowa.gov.
Sincerely,
FIELD SERVICES & COMPLIANCE BUREAU
David L. Miller
Environmental Specialist
JVB/dlm
scan copy – DNR Solid Waste Section
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