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OBSERVATIONS/RECOMMENDATIONS:

On 10/11/10, Field Office 6 received a complaint regarding landfill gas odors coming from the Iowa City Landfill.  The complainant wanted to know if there has been any progress with fixing the problem.
On 10/13/10, I investigated the complaint by meeting Dave Elias, Jon Thomas, and Tony Worrell at the landfill.  We discussed their compliance with NSPS WWW-Standards of Performance for Municipal Solid Waste Landfills, and it appears they are taking the necessary steps at achieving compliance with those rules (monitoring the O2 and temp of the existing gas wells).  We then toured the newly permitted expansion of the landfill that is still under construction.  The phase of construction they dreaded would contribute to additional odor has been completed.  That phase consisted of digging into existing garbage, moving up to the top of the adjacent cell, and covering with cover dirt.  There has been an immensely large volume of dirt moved in preparation for the future cells and this will continue throughout the winter.  Between the existing cells, and the area where the new cells will be, the landfill’s contractor installed 16 new gas extraction wells.  All of the wells are drilled, but not yet hooked up to the main gas header that will carry the gas to the flare.  One of the wells is under enough pressure that holes had to be drilled in the top of the cap to allow the gas to escape.  Included in the relief of gas, leachate foam was spewing out through the small holes. See attached photos (provided by Dave Elias).  The obvious accumulation of leachate in these areas will eventually be collected by the installation of additional leachate collection pipe that will be installed parallel to the 16 new gas wells.  None of the observed leachate was running offsite, instead, it was all soaking back into the landfill.  Evidence of the gas and leachate spewing from the one particular monitoring well gives hope that once connected to the flare, the odor problem will be relieved.  
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