IOWA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
FIELD SERVICES AND COMPLIANCE BUREAU
FIELD OFFICE #2 - MASON CITY IOWA


DATE:	June 21, 2023

[bookmark: Text6]TO:		The Record

FROM:	Spencer Humphrey

SUBJECT:	Chicken Litter Containing Non-Decomposed Chicken Carcasses 42520 180th Ave Thompson IA 50453, Complaint ID:32153; Winnebago County
		

[bookmark: _GoBack]On May 30, 2023, this office received a complaint regarding a stockpile of chicken litter containing non-decomposed chicken carcasses. The chicken litter was spread on a field in the fall of 2022. The complainant, Craig Klaskett stated that his dogs had gotten into the litter and got sick from the carcasses.

On June 7, 2023, I spoke with Mr. Klaskett who stated that the field where the litter had been spread had been planted and there were no visible chicken parts left.

On June 14, 2023, I spoke with the owner of the property where the litter was spread (Lon Tweeten). Mr. Tweeten stated that the litter was spread in December 2022 by Farm Nutrient. He stated that he complained to Doug Schwartzk (Organic Specialist, Farm Nutrient) in March 2023 regarding the chicken carcasses. Mr. Schwartzk came to the property were the litter was spread and found no carcasses or evidence of carcasses. I called Mr. Schwartzk who stated that the litter came from a facility in Corwith, he confirmed that he received a complaint from Mr. Tweeten and investigated the complaint. Mr. Schwartzk stated that he went to the field and walked it in a grid pattern, he observed no chicken carcasses. He sent me multiple photos of the field he took during his investigation no carcasses were present in the photos.

I spoke with Trent Lambert regarding the issue, it was decided that I would conduct an inspection of the facility where the litter came from. Due to the lack of chicken carcasses in the field at this time and the amount of time that has passed between when the chicken litter was spread and the complaint was received no further action will be taken.

On June 14, 2023, I spoke with Mr. Klaskett and explained to him that I would be conducting a facility inspection on the facility where the litter came from. I also explained to him that if something like this were to occur in the future that timely reporting is important for conducting a proper and thorough investigation. 


