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MEMO

DATE:
8/20/09

TO:
Chamness SDP File & Complaint No. 5/09-15 (ID # 3558)

FROM:
Kurt Levetzow, FO6

RE:
Odor complaint investigation (ongoing)

FACILITY:
Chamness Technology, Eddyville

FACILITY NO.
90-SDP-10-97P-COM

On 5/11/09, FO6 received a complaint from Steve Allgood claiming that odor has been bad lately – he says “it’s not right” and “why can’t someone do something about it”??  

On 6/10/09, in the afternoon hours, there where periods of time when the wind would come up out of the south, so I drove past Chamness to see if the odors were still as bad as Mr. Allgood claimed.  Composting odor was detected, but who’s to say if it is “unacceptable”.  The odor wasn’t as bad as I’ve smelled from Chamness in years past when the windrows were larger in size.  While onsite, I spoke with Jim Huyser.  Vermeer was onsite testing some equipment they build which is used to turn compost windrows.  The operation appeared to be operating normally.  A full site tour was not conducted due to time constraints.  

On 8/19/09, I conducted another site visit at Chamness.  While driving down the gravel road leading to the facility (from the west), a southerly wind enabled me to smell odors coming from the compost pad.  The odor was not as bad as I’ve smelled it in the past, however, it was fairly strong.  It smelled mildly rancid to me.  I met with Mike Nillies of Chamness and we walked the entire composting operation.  The feedstock piles looked normal, were not water logged, and did not exhibit rancid odor.  Next we observed the east lagoon, which did not appear to be overflowing, although there didn’t appear to be very much freeboard as the water was up into the vegetation along the bankline.  Mike said the lagoons were pumped down, but heavy rains a few days prior filled them back up.  Next we walked around the entire compost pad which contained active windrows.  According to Mike, rows are continually being turned, so turning shouldn’t be the issue of odor versus non-odor.  The windrows were not excessively tall, and very little ponding water was observed (even though it had just got done raining prior to my visit).  Since the wind was out of the south, I expected the north side of the windrows to be particularly odiferous.  To my surprise, it wasn’t.  I thought the odor was worse when I was in my car on the way to the facility.        
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