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Environmental Services Division, Field Office #6, 1023 W. Madison, Washington, Iowa 52353-1623 Tel 319-653-2135   Fax 319-653-2856
MEMO

DATE:	August 18, 2021

TO:	David Scott – DNR Legal Services Bureau

FROM:	Kurt Levetzow – Field Office 6

RE:	Chamness Visit August 18, 2021

Administrative Consent Order (ACO) 2021-SW-11 and 2021-WW-18 was signed by Gary Chamness on July 7, 2021 and Iowa DNR Director Kayla Lyon on July 8, 2021.  The ACO temporarily suspended feedstock from coming onto Chamness's compost pad (effective July 8) through August 15, 2021.  

On August 16, 2021, I informed Gary Chamness that the Iowa DNR planned to extend the feedstock prohibition due to the compost pad failing to get into compliance by August 15.  

Therefore, on August 18, 2021, I visited Chamness to observe the compost operations as well as to look at Palestine Creek as there have recently been allegations that the creek is "dirty".  Upon arriving to the facility, I immediately went to observe Palestine Creek at different spots, from the upper end on Chamness's property, to the lower end on Chamness's property and again at the bridge on 160ths, 2 miles downstream.  The creek water was not clear, but was not stained dark like leachate tends to stain surface water. I did not observe any areas where leachate had been flowing across the surface of the ground and into Palestine Creek. 

I phoned Richard Swan to inform him of my presence, he came and found me and we toured the compost pad.  I observed that the drains appeared to allow leachate flow off of the pad, however, additional pipe needs to be extended from under the road and into the east lagoon so as to not have surface flow of leachate.  This was intended to be a temporary fix last summer.  

During this visit, equipment operating consisted of: 2 front end loaders, track hoe, screener, leachate irrigation system.  The screening process is somewhat slower than I envisioned and Richard indicated that is because some of the compost is still fairly damp and pushing material across the screen would plug the screen and/or result in a poorer quality final product.  Yet, progress was definitely being made yesterday due to the amount of staff onsite and equipment operating.  It was easy to notice that due to no incoming feedstocks, the extra room on the pad is greatly assisting staff to move compost around so it can dry out before being screened.  Not a whiff of smoke from spontaneous combustion was noted on the pad.  I did not observe any incoming feedstocks on the compost pad.

A few actions that need to be taken:

1. Place pipe between the compost pad and east leachate lagoon
2. Land apply leachate from the middle lagoon which has almost no freeboard
3. Continue moving compost around on the pad, which speeds up the drying process before screening
4. Continue screening cured compost
5. Any material that's not fully composted, must be reincorporated into a windrow

I told Richard someone from DNR Field Office 6 would re-evaluate the compliance status of the operating in one month.    
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