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September 9, 2019
Chamness Technology, Inc.
Attn: Gary Chamness - President
2255 Little Wall Lake Road
Blairsburg, Iowa 50034
NOTICE OF VIOLATION: General Water Quality Criteria, 567 IAC 61.3(2)
                     Prohibited Discharge, 567 IAC 62.1(1)

                     Prohibited Action, 455B.186, Code of Iowa

     Notification of Spills, 455B.386, Iowa Code and 

                      567 IAC 131.2(455B)

   


     Response to Contamination, 455B.471567 IAC 133.4

RE: Reporting of Hazardous Incident: HSI# 082719-BMS-0816
    Discharge of wastewater into Waters of the State – Complaint #27291
Facility: Chamness Technology, Inc (Eddyville Site)  

Dear Mr. Chamness:

On August 27, 2019 our office was contacted by an anonymous individual reporting that black colored liquids were running off the Eddyville site and entering Palestine Creek. I conducted the spill response and complaint investigation regarding the potential compost runoff discharges to waters of the state. I met with Lon Lesher and Eric Gunsolley, employees of Chamness Technology. I explained the nature of my visit and walked the property to check for issues associated with the alleged spill/complaint.  
I observed a very large compost pile and several compost leachate flow patterns with liquid flows. The compost leachate in several locations were flowing around the Middle and East Lagoons and entering into Palestine Creek. The discharge of compost leachate into a Water of the State is considered a violation. Photographs were taken to document observations.  

On August 27, 2019 I conducted field testing of the water within Palestine Creek. The leachate discharge was black and brown in coloration and high (> 3 ppm) in ammonia.  At the time of this investigation the following observations were made:

· Evidence of leachate waste material was in the creek. 

· Water appeared to be brown and black in color.

· A strong compost leachate odor was detectable.
Field testing and sampling of the water was also documented upstream, downstream, and at the point of the leachate discharge/effluent into the stream and all the way to the Des Moines River.  These samples were submitted to the State Hygienic Laboratory for analysis, with final results indicate Biological/Chemical Oxygen Demand, suspended solids and ammonia levels in the flowing water were present, which would be considered water quality violations.  
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Stated below is a brief summary of DNR rules that apply or may apply to you and your composting operations

General Water Quality Criteria

Subparagraph 567 IAC 61.3(2) General water quality criteria. The following criteria are applicable to all surface waters including general use and designated use waters, at all places and at all times to protect livestock and wildlife watering, aquatic life, noncontact recreation, crop irrigation, and industrial, domestic, agricultural and other incidental water withdrawal uses not protected by the specific numerical criteria of subrule 61.3(3).  Such waters shall be free from materials attributable to wastewater discharges or agricultural practices producing objectionable color, odor or other aesthetically objectionable conditions. Chamness Technology’s waste water handling procedures resulted in wastewater discharges into waters of the State.  The discharge contained an objectionable color, floating material and odor. 

Prohibited Discharge & Action

Section 455B.186 of the Code of Iowa and Subrule 567 IAC 62.1(1) prohibit the discharge of any pollutant from a point source into a navigable water unless authorized by an NPDES permit.  A navigable water is defined as a water of the United States.

Based upon the evaluation of your facility conducted during this investigation, this office is requiring that you institute remedial actions to eliminate the conditions that are causing or could reasonably be expected to cause further pollution to the waters of the state.  
Notification of Hazardous Conditions
Section 455B.386 of the Iowa Code and rule 567 IAC 131.2(455B) require any person manufacturing, storing, handling, transporting or disposing of a hazardous substance to notify the DNR and the local police department or the sheriff's office of the affected county of the occurrence of a hazardous condition.  This must be done as soon as possible, but not later than six (6) hours after the discovery of a hazardous condition.  The 24-hour telephone number for the DNR is 515/725-8694.  In addition to this verbal report, a written report detailing the incident and any corrective actions taken to prevent or limit further environmental impact must be submitted to the department. 

Rule 567 IAC — 133.4(455B,455E) requires the responsible party to responsed to contamination clean up and prevention of further contamination. In all cases where an active source of contamination is identified, such as leaking tanks or current practices, which may be readily corrected, the source shall be removed, repaired or otherwise contained, or the contaminating practices ceased, immediately upon discovery of the source. In addition, readily accessible contaminants, for example concentrated contaminants spilled on the ground or accessible through a recovery well or system, shall be promptly removed to avoid or minimize further contamination in the groundwater.
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Therefore the following needs to be completed: 

1) Comply with all requirements contained in 567 – Chapters 61 regarding general water quality criteria. 

2) Prevent any further discharges of compost leachate from this and/or any other cooperative you own or manage to waters of the state immediately. 
3) When situations arise that meet hazardous conditions, then you must notify this office immediately, but not later than 6 hours after discovery or occurrence of the hazardous condition(s)
Be advised that the owner(s) and representative(s) of a facility are responsible for complying with all local, state and federal laws, ordinances, regulations and other requirements applying to the operation of their facilities.

This matter is being submitted for review to determine if the matter should be forwarded to Legal Services for further enforcement action.  If you have any questions or would like further explanation of any part of this letter, please contact me at 319-653-2135.

Sincerely,

FIELD SERVICES & COMPLIANCE BUREAU 

Ryan Stouder

Environmental Specialist
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