	





September 23, 2021




Tom Bonnichsen
15427 145th Street
Columbus Junction, Iowa 52738

[bookmark: Text50]     



SUBJECT:  Animal Feeding Operation (AFO) Compliance Inspection for – Tom Bonnishsen, County – Louisa, – Facility #70866


Dear Mr. Bonnichsen:

Attached is a copy of the report resulting from the Animal Feeding Operation (AFO) facility compliance inspection on September 22, 2021.

Your attention is directed to the requirements and recommendations portion of the report.

If you have any questions, or feel this report does not represent the conditions at your facility, please call me at 319-653-2135.

Sincerely,


Jeff Thomann, Environmental Specialist
Jeffrey.thomann@dnr.iowa.gov
Field Services and Compliance Bureau  SIGNATURE BLOCK



    
     c:	-File Louisa County AFO 70866
	

enc:	-AFO Facility Inspection Report
	-Animal Feeding Operation (AFO) Regulatory Status Form
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IOWA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
AFO INSPECTION REPORT



	FACILITY DESCRIPTION

	FACILITY LOCATION
	Facility: Tom Bonnichsen 
	Facility ID#: 70866

	
	Address: 15427 145th St. 
	Columbus Junction
	State: IA
	Zip: 52738

	
	PLSS: Section 29, Grandview Township (T75N, R3W), Louisa County

	OWNER
	Name: same

	
	Address
	
	
	

	ANIMAL HOUSING TYPE
	 Confinement             x Open Lot             |_| Combined (Confinement & Open Lot) 

	ANIMAL INFORMATION
	Animal Type(s)
	Capacity
	Current Head
	Number of Bldgs./Pens

	
	 Cattle
	 800
	350
	 2 Bldgs./several pens

	
	Date of Construction: farm since 1950’s
	Date of Expansion: NA

	

	INSPECTION INFORMATION

	INSPECTION DATE 
	This Inspection September 22, 2021
	Last Inspection: NA

	PERSONS INTERVIEWED
	Name: Tom Bonnichsen
	Title: Owner

	
	Name: 
	Title: 

	
	Name: 
	Title: 

	NEAREST WATERCOURSE
	Stream Name:  Tributary to Little Indian Creek

	
	Description of Flow Path: Overland thru grass waterway to tributary



	COMPLIANCE SUMMARY

	OBSERVATIONS
	Nutrient Management:
|_|CNMP    |_|NMP    MMP   |_|Other      X No formal plan

	
	Manure Stockpiling:

|X|In controlled area 
|_|In compliance with rules  
    Not applicable – direct haul
|_|Stockpiling in an uncontrolled area
	Mortality Management:

    Rendering
 X Composting 
|_|Incineration
|_|On-site burial
|_|Landfill
	Runoff from Feed Storage:

    No outdoor feed storage area 
|_|Discharge from feedstock storage area is controlled
[bookmark: Check23]|X|Feed storage is located in an uncontrolled area

	
	Clean Water Diverted: 

           X Yes     |_|No
	Discharge to a Water of the U.S. via Manmade Conveyance:
           |_|Yes     x No
	Direct Animal Contact with Waters of the U.S.:
           |_|Yes     x No

	
	Adjacent Facilities (by same owner/operator): |_| Confinement         |_| Open Lot        x None

	
	Evidence of Discharges: |_|Yes     x No
No evidence of discharge on the day of the inspection

	NPDES PERMIT STATUS
	The facility, as observed during the inspection, was a medium afo and did not need an NPDES permit. NPDES permit is required:  |_|Yes     x No

	COMPLIANCE STATUS
	This facility appeared to be in compliance with Iowa’s environmental regulations at the time of the inspection. Actual conditions may vary over time with the operation and maintenance of the facility. Facility is in compliance:  x Yes     |_|No



	AUTHENTICATION
	Inspector: Jeff Thomann
	Date: 9-23-21
	Reviewer: Jeff Prier  
	[bookmark: Text43]Date:      
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	IOWA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
AFO INSPECTION REPORT



FACILITY EVALUATION

[bookmark: txtNeeded]The facility consists of three older open front cattle buildings and open lots with no shelter. The buildings and lots are surrounded by row crop fields and pasture.

Manure Storage Structures
During my walk-around, I observed your manure storage appears to contain manure during rain events. On the day of the inspection it had been dry for some time and no manure was leaving the property. A solids settling structure was built to handle rain events. I recommend you inspect for discharges and needed repairs regularly, as feeding operations must contain all manure produced between periods of application. Any discharges may require a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit for the operation. 

Hoop building and outside feed storage
[bookmark: _GoBack]During my walk-around, I observed feed is contained in a hoop building and plastic silage bags. I did not observe feed running off on the day of the inspection at the hoop building but I did see outside round bale storage that could potentially cause a runoff issue. This part of the operation should be inspected frequently, as runoff water could carry spilled feed into a water course where it could create violations of state water quality standards. Discharge of such pollutants would potentially require a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit.

Dead Animal Composting
During the walk around, I observed the facility's animal composting area is in a proper location and is well-maintained. No animal parts were visible. The composting area appears to have adequate cover of co-compost (such as wood chips, sawdust or corn stalk bales). I did not observe runoff or ponding of water in this area.
Livestock mortalities must be incorporated into the composting process as quickly as possible. The co-compost must be maintained with an adequate base layer (from 12 to 24 inches thick, depending on the size and number of mortalities), with 6 to 12 inches between carcasses, and a minimum of 30 inches to cover carcasses. Cover should be maintained to control runoff and to prevent access by scavenging animals.



REQUIREMENTS 

Maintain the facility in good working order.
Haul manure on a more frequent basis to ensure a water quality violation does not occur during a rain event. 

SUMMARY 
 
The facility, as observed during the inspection, was a Medium afo and did not need an NPDES permit.
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