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April 29, 2009
Mark Kunkel
Plymouth County Solid Waste Agency
LeMars, IA 51031
SUBJECT:  Sanitary Disposal Project Inspection

                    SDP Permit #75-SDP-1-74P       Plymouth County

Dear Mr. Kunkel:

Enclosed is a copy of the report resulting from the April 10, 2009, inspection of the Plymouth County Sanitary Landfill.  

The report is believed to be self-explanatory.  You are strongly encouraged to take action on the requirements and recommendations listed near the end of the report.  

If you have any questions or comments, please contact me.  

Sincerely,

Jennifer Christian, Environmental Specialist

jennifer.christian@dnr.iowa.gov

Field Services and Compliance Bureau
JC:lw

c:
-Becky Jolly, PP&ES, E&WMB, ESD, DNR, Des Moines

enc:
-Inspection report
s09/75pl0429-ins.doc
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	Facility Name:
	Plymouth County Sanitary Landfill
	County:
	Plymouth

	 Facility Operator:
	Mark Kunkel
	
	

	Address :
	Plymouth County Solid Waste Agency
34898 150th Street

LeMars, IA 51301
	Phone:
	712-546-6071
712-540-1680

	Responsible Authority:
	Plymouth County Solid Waste Agency
	
	

	Responsible Official:
	Rick Bohle, Chairman
	
	

	Address:
	34898 150th Street
LeMars, IA 51301
	Phone:
	712-546-6071

	
	
	
	

	Date This Inspection:
	4/10/09
	Waste Amount:
	3800 ton in 2008

	Date Last Inspection:
	8/9/06
	
	

	At the Time of this Inspection:

	· facility personnel present: Mark Kunkel
· present fill location: 10-S
· future fill location: 10S & 11S
	· surface conditions: dry
· ambient temperature: 50
· wind direction and speed: NW 10 

	Yes – compliance was being achieved; No – compliance was not being achieved,

N/A – not applicable or not observed; PND – previously noted deficiency (PND).
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	AUTHENTICATION

	INSPECTOR
	Name:  Jennifer Christian
	Date:  4/28/09

	REVIEWER
	Name:  Bryon Whiting
	Date:  4/28/09


General Description:  

I. Record Keeping:
1. Permit and Plans — 

The permit for this landfill expired in June of 2008.  Mr. Kunkel has been working with the hired engineer, Scott Langel, on completing the permit renewal application correctly.
2. Permit Amendments —
Appear to have been met.
3. Permit Special Provisions —
Appear to have been met.
4. Permit Required Reports: a. quarterly solid waste report; b. water quality monitoring report; c. semi-annual engineer’s report; d. gas monitoring report; e. other — 

These reports have been submitted to the Central Office and Field Office #3 as required.
5. Storm Water Permit —
A storm water permit is has been issued and Mr. Kunkel will be visiting with Joe Griffith about the number of permits the landfill is required to have concerning the expansion of the landfill and demanufacturing of appliances.
.
6. Emergency Response and Remedial Action Plan —
The staff are familiar with the ERRAP and it should be updated as required with the permit renewal.
7. Development & Operation Plan, Leachate Control Plan, Hydrologic Monitoring System Plan, Closure Postclosure Plan — 

These plans have been followed accordingly.
8. Leachate Volume Record — 

Leachate head levels are recorded as required.  
9. Leachate Control System Performance Evaluation —
This report is submitted as required.
10. Special Waste Authorization & Special Waste Acceptance Criteria — 

No special waste authorizations have been used in the past few years therefore no semiannual reports have been submitted.
11. Financial Assurance — 

The central office sent a notice of violation letter to the landfill on 8/1/08 for failure to submit financial assurance documentation for 2008.  It was then received on 8/23/08.  
12. Other — 

II. Operating Procedures:
1. Fill Cover: a. daily; b. intermediate (7-day); c. final (60-day) —
Intermediate and final cover both appeared to be met.  
2. Fill Elevations (adequate surveying): —
Elevations have been adequately surveyed.
3. Control of Face: a. width; b. slope; c. dumping location —
The working face appeared to be in excellent condition.  They are currently working in trench 10-S and phases 1 and 2 are completed.  They will hold off on phase 3 if the flow of C&D materials continues to be below average.

4. Compaction — 

The landfill purchased a L-John Compactor Avantage 500 in 2008 and Mr. Kunkel is extremely satisfied with its performance.  At the time of the inspection, the compaction of the materials was impressive.
5. Drainage: a. cover erosion; b. ponding; c. drainage structures – 1. dikes, berms & terraces, 2. tile lines, 3. ditches — 

Drainage below trench 10-S has caused a wash-out area leading towards the stormwater retention basin.  This channel should be utilized properly to drain the surface water into the pond.  It was recommended, at minimum, to slow the water down before it reached the pond so sediment had time to settle out.  Mr. Kunkel also stated he planned to create a “snake-like” drainage area for more settling.  Regardless of what is decided, the retention basin should be cleaned out as soon as possible.
6. Leachate Control: a. system operation; b. head measuring device operation; c. seepage — 

Leachate control is being monitored properly.  The leachate control pond has yet to be pumped due to the evaporation that takes place.
7. Special Waste Handling —
None.
8. Recycling Activities — 

Recycling at this landfill continues to be extremely successful.  The piles of recyclables are nicely segregated in front of the scale house.  Also, a rolloff container is still located next to the working face to place metal that is found intermingled in the C&D waste.  This method has worked very well.
9. Scavenging & Vector Control — 
No problems.
10. Litter Control: a. fences; b. hand picking — 

Litter control has reduced since the landfill purchased their new compactor.  The staff will hand pick litter when needed as well as use portable fences.
11. Staffing: a. operators/personnel; b. incoming waste screening; c. operator certification — 

Incoming waste is being properly screened and all operators have received proper certification including Mr. Kunkel, Michael Groetchen and Michelle Bruscher.
12. Equipment: a. operation/maintenance; b. backup availability —
The new compactor is receiving proper maintenance.
13. Road adequacy - 
The internal roads were in good condition during the inspection.  They still utilize the concrete they crush onsite which keeps the landfill easily accessible.  
14. Monitoring wells —
Monitoring well analysis and reports should be submitted as required.
15. Adverse weather operations —
The all weather fill area is located in 9-S and is still in good condition for the public to access.

16. On-site facilities: a. perimeter fence/gate; b. signs; c. separation distances — 

No problems.
17. Other —
The permit renewal application is expected to be finished in May.
SUMMARY OF REQUIREMENTS
The storm water wash-out must be addressed immediately due to the wet spring weather that we are experiencing.  The build up of sediment in the retention basin should be cleaned out as soon as possible.
SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS
Overall, Plymouth County Landfill continues to be a success.  The staff takes tremendous pride in their hard work they put forth daily to keep this operation running smoothly and efficiently.  
FIELD OFFICE #3   /   1900 N. Grand   /  Gateway North, Suite E17   /   Spencer, Iowa 51301-2200

712-262-4177   /   FAX 712-262-2901   
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