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ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES DIVISION
Field Office #1
909 West Main, Suite 4
Manchester, Iowa 52057
563-927-2640




DATE:        1/2/14

TO:          Dubuque County Landfill file 

FROM:     Doug A. Hawker  

SUBJECT: 	Complaint investigation – CID 17139  excessive litter
		

I investigated this complaint on 11/15/13.  I met with Dubuque Landfill operator Doug Hughes and with his supervisor, Chuck Goddard.  We toured the entire facility.

At this time, Cells 7 and 8 located on the north end of the "old" landfill area are the cells being utilized for waste disposal.  These cells are in the final stages of being filled up.  As such, the working face is at a very high elevation and catches a lot of wind.  Also, there is not much room to work at this level so the temporary litter fences that this facility has cannot be utilized.

This is causing quite a bit of blowing litter in the area.  However, the high litter fences located to the west, north, and east of this area are catching most of the wind blown litter.  In addition to the wind issues, cell number 8 is being "mined" due to the fact that during the time frame that the previous landfill operator retired and that Doug Hughes was hired, the landfill workers accidently filled cell 8 to a higher elevation than allowed by their permit.  Thus, this portion of the landfill has had to be opened up and trash has had to be relocated and reincorporated into the current working face.

This has allowed more litter to be exposed and blown around than normal.  And finally, a number of trenches have been dug into this area for the installation of gas collection lines.  This has also exposed more trash in this area adding to the blowing litter problem.

There was a crew of 4 or 5 temporary workers on site at the time of my investigationpicking up litter on the NE side of the landfill.  I was informed that on Monday of the following week, there would be 10 - 15 temporary workers doing this job.

Although the quantity of litter at this location is greater than has routinely been observed in the past, I did not see any litter leaving landfill property, thus no violations were occurring.

The landfill is well aware of the litter issue and they will be completely cleaning the area up once and for all this coming Spring as they close these two cells and put on final cover.

At that time the active cell will become cell #9, a newly constructed cell located in the middle of the landfill area in what currently be considered a valley, thus in a lot less windy of an area.

This landfill will be inspected in the near future and additional stop by visits will be made to ensure the litter issues are minimized and ultimately eliminated as Cells 7 and 8 are closed.	
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