IOWA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES DIVISION
Field Office #1

FROM:        Tom McCarthy

TO:              Walz Energy LLC FO1 file  copy to Supreme Beef AFO file

SUBJECT:  August 2020 update on site  

Filename:    22 WW Walz Energy August update tem

A recent DNR conference call asked for the current DNR permits at Walz Energy or Supreme Beef, copies attached.  
1. The current 38.96 million gallon anaerobic lagoon DNR permit # 2018-01098S).
2. The current stormwater permit is 2200105.
3. A voided Air permit 17-a-614.

[bookmark: _Hlk49322266]08/13/2020, via phone, Jerod Walz stated the fairly definite plan is to run Supreme Beef LLC as an AFO to start. They are talking to investors who would lease land at the site, build the digester and operate it. Supreme Beef would be given the effluent and solids for their NMP.  I believe FO1 had checked to make sure that the AFO can be operated by utilizing the current 38.96 million gallon anaerobic lagoon permit (DNR permit # 2018-0109S).  Walz Energy would build the lagoon to wastewater permit standards with the clay liner and synthetic liner as agreed previously and stated in the WW permit.

On 08/19/2020, I noted Bloody Run Creek at Spook Cave was clear and had a low flow.  I noted Bloody Run Creek at Greenhill Road below Walz Energy was clear and had a low flow.

I conducted a stormwater visit at the Walz Energy LLC site located at 22578 Hwy.18, Monona, IA.  I noted extensive construction work on the WW basin.  A lower stormwater basin with a rock dam was noted.  A large waterway on the north side of the construction area was being formed. An upper stormwater basin was completed and covered.  The lower food storage basin had been removed.  The upper food storage basin was dry.  I visited with Nick Scharf, CJ Moyna and Sons Construction site manager.  I asked him if he was comfortable with a very steep berm on the upper food storage basin.  He referred me to the site owner.  

Nick was cooperative and informed me the grass waterway would be seeded this week.  He stated the site should be finished in one month with favorable weather.  We discussed stormwater controls and he appeared to be knowledgeable.  I noted major work on the buildings was in progress.  Photos of my 08/19/2020 visit are attached.

On 08/21/2020, Bob Schrader, Monona 563-864-3780. Home, 563-605-0183, cell informed FO1 that blasting was taking place at Walz Energy.  

On 08/25/2020, via phone I discussed the upcoming NMP public meeting and his groundwater concerns.

[bookmark: _GoBack]On 08/21/2020, via phone, Jared Walz admitted limited blasting had occurred for installation of the WW lagoon perimeter tile.  He stated Bennet Explosives of Manchester conducted the blasting.  He stated Roger Mohn, engineer had been monitoring the blasting and verified that rock was 3 to 4 feet below the bottom of the lagoon and 10 feet between the lagoon liner and rock.  He stated the extra liner would cost an additional $80,000 but would be installed as agreed to in the DNR permit.  He also stated Terracon was on site to test for the rock layer.  He stated the remaining food storage basin would be kept as dry as possible to reduce any pressure on the steep sloped basin berm. 

08/25/2020, Bob Schrader returned my call and we discussed the blasting, the upcoming NMP public meeting and his groundwater concerns.

