IOWA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES DIVISION

Field Office 1

909 W.Main, Suite 4, Manchester, Iowa 52057

Phone: (563) 927-2640          FAX: (563) 927-2075

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION
INVESTIGATION DATE    
CURRENT:   02/15/2010




LAST:    NA    

           TO:
Homeland Energy Solutions


2797 Iowa Highway 24


Lawler, IA  52154
SUBJECT:   Homeland Energy Solutions, Lawler
                     Non-contact Cooling Water Inspection

                     NPDES #1900107
PERSONS CONTACTED:      Rita Dunn, Cargill Environmental & Safety Coordinator
AUTHENTICATION
INSPECTOR:                                                                                                                  DATE:
                             FORMDROPDOWN 

REVIEWER:                                                                                                                    DATE:
                           FORMDROPDOWN 

NPDES permit COMPLIANCE:

The monthly operation reports (MORs) were reviewed for the reporting period from March 2009 through January 2010. The reports were submitted regularly and on time; and it appears that the wastewater testing parameters of the NPDES permit are being consistently entered at the required frequencies on the operating reports.  

Effluent Limitations — The Homeland Energy facility permit requires monthly monitoring for flow, pH and temperature.  During the above mentioned reporting period the facility was in compliance with the effluent limitations of the current NPDES permit.
OBSERVATIONS:  The Homeland Energy facility maintains one outfall to an unnamed tributary to Plum Creek.
Outfall 001 discharges non-contact cooling water softener regeneration water, reverse osmosis reject water. Start up discharges from hydrostatic tank testing, cooling tower passivation water and boiler conditioning water occurred during plant start up in March and April 2009 and were one-time only discharges.
Monitoring of effluent quality is performed on-site by facility personnel.  All equipment is regularly calibrated.  Calibration records were reviewed.  pH calibration records appeared to be in order, however no log was available for the dissolved oxygen meter and the inline temperature probe.  The company should maintain logs of all equipment calibrations.
All domestic waste from the facility is treated by an on-site treatment system the discharge from which was previously permitted under NPDES General Permit #4.  In the attached letter dated February 3, 2010, the department states that a permit is no longer required.  The company must maintain a maintenance contract with a service provider for the system, unless it is a buried sand filter.  The company must also comply with any Chickasaw County requirements or the septic system.
The Homeland also maintains an NPDES General Permit #1 (16939-16709) for storm water discharges associated with industrial activity.  The company has a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan that was developed for the construction of the facility.   There are two (2) storm water outfalls. The facility collected an annual sample from their storm water discharge.  The company must develop a SWPPP that addresses the particularities of the GP #1.  The SWPPP developed for GP #2 can be used as a starting point, as it contains much of the information required for the GP #1.
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The Homeland also maintains an NPDES General Permit #2 (14140-13930) for storm water discharges associated with construction activity.   There are two (2) storm water outfalls.  Snow cover prohibited a determination of compliance with storm water control requirements.  Storm water inspections were performed by the company until the first snowfall in December 2009.  Inspections must be conducted as required by GP #2 as long as the permit is active.
REQUIREMENTS:

1. The company must maintain a maintenance contract with a service provider for the system, unless it is a buried sand filter.  

2. The company must also comply with any Chickasaw County requirements or the septic system.

3. The company must develop a SWPPP that addresses the particularities of the GP #1.  The SWPPP developed for GP #2 can be used as a starting point, as it contains much of the information required for the GP #1.
4. Inspections must be conducted as required by GP #2 as long as the permit is active.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. The company should maintain logs of all equipment calibrations.
2. The company must also comply with any Chickasaw County requirements or the septic system.
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March 1, 2010
Homeland Energy Solutions
2797 Iowa Highway 24
Lawler, IA  52154
ATTN: Rita Dunn, Environmental & Safety Coordinator
RE: 
Homeland Energy Solutions, Lawler, IA


Non-contact Cooling Water Inspection


Storm Water Associated with Industrial Activity Inspection



NPDES #1900107
Dear Ms. Dunn:

Enclosed is the report of the recent inspection of the above facility conducted by  FORMDROPDOWN 
 of the Field Office #1 staff.

We believe you will find the report self-explanatory and strongly encourage you to take action on the requirements and/or recommendations listed at the end of the report.

If you have any questions about the inspection or report, please contact  FORMDROPDOWN 
  at this office.

Your cooperation and assistance in completing this inspection was appreciated.

Sincerely,

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES DIVISION
Mike Wade

Environmental Specialist 

c: 
Joe Griffin, IDNR Storm Water Coordinator


IDNR Records Center, Wallace Bldg., 5th Floor

File: Ind WW/Homeland Energy

Efile: 19  ww Lawler Homeland Energy roi 021510 sjm
	Field Office 1,  909 West Main Suite 4, Manchester, IA  52057

563/927-2640
FAX 563/927-2075


