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August 26, 2009
Mr. Thomas Sanicola
SSAB Iowa Inc. (formerly IPSCO Steel)
1770 Bill Sharp Boulevard
Muscatine, IA  52761
RE: 
Land Farm Area 

IDNR Spill Numbers 050408-DJO-1125 and 063009-RLT-1446
Dear Mr. Sanicola:

On August 13, I visited the facility to evaluate the status of the above mentioned spills and to evaluate the land farm area that was used for the disposal and treatment of the petroleum contaminated soils (PCS).  A Single Use Landfarming Permit was applied for on November 2, 2008.
The observations of the land farm area and information received from SSAB identified the following areas of non-compliance:

1. SSAB incorporated the mineral oil contaminated soils adjacent to the area in which the diesel fuel contaminated soils were landfarmed.  (Ch 120.9(5)”b” states that a subsequent application of a particular source and type of PCS may not be applied within 15 feet of an area used as a single use landfarm until the single-use landfarm is closed pursuant to Rule 120.12(2)). 
2. The PCS was observed to be approximately one foot thick and even deeper in some areas.  The SSAB Operation Plan indicated that the excavated PCS material will be land applied at a rate of 1 cubic yard to 81 square feet of land area and would be applied to a uniform depth of up to 4 inches or as close as possible depending on local conditions.  (Ch 120.9(6)”a”(2) states that PCS that is not contaminated with benzene or MTBE, but is contaminated with toluene, ethylbenzene, xylene, or TEH-diesel, or some combination thereof, shall be land applied at a rate of 81 square feet of landfarm area per cubic yard of PCS.  The application shall be as uniform as practical, and no layer of unincorporated PCS shall be thicker than 4-inches).
3. No marking of the land farm area was observed.  (Ch 120.9(7) states that the land farm plot(s) upon which PCS is land applies shall be flagged for one year after land application or until the landfarm is closed pursuant to rule 567-120.12(455B), whichever is shorter.).

4. Information received via e-mail from Ms. Shannon Johnson on August 13, 2009, stated that the landfarm area has been disked twice since the original spill (diesel fuel spill – HSI 050408-DJO-1125) was spread on the land farm area in May 2009.  (Ch 120.9(10) states that, after incorporation, the PCS shall be turned by tilling, disking, or other suitable means at least once per month for the first three months during landfarm season.).
SSAB Land Farm Area and Spill Follow Up Letter

August 28, 2009 

In addition to the areas of non-compliance noted, there was a discrepancy identified in the original reported amount of mineral oil contaminated soils (from the transformer spill) in the letter dated July 1, 2009 from SSAB (IDNR Spill No. 063009-RLT-1446) and the amount mentioned in the e-mail received by Ms. Shannon Johnson on August 13.  The letter stated that 10 cubic yards of soil was removed and disposed of by land farming on the on-site land farm.  The e-mail indicated the oil contaminated soils from the transformer spill was approximately 3 cubic yards.  

Please respond to this office on how you intend to correct the previously-mentioned areas of non-compliance and provide clarification on the discrepancy in the amount of mineral oil contaminated soils.  

A copy of the regulations relating to the landfarming of PCS contaminated soils is attached to this report.  It is expected that SSAB will comply with all of the regulations relating to landfarming of PCS.  Further non-compliance may result Notice of Violation and possible enforcement action. 

If you have any questions or would like further explanation of any part of this report, please contact me at 319-653-2135. 
Sincerely,

FIELD SERVICES & COMPLIANCE BUREAU 

Jon Ryk
Environmental Specialist
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