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File Name:  03 SW Allamakee County CCC 032509 ins dah
OBSERVATIONS/RECOMMENDATIONS:
On March 25, 2009, Brian Jergenson and I met with Dave Mooney, Allamakee County Solid Waste Director, and toured the various solid waste Citizen Convenience Center green box locations throughout the county.  Each of the four “satellite” facilities is set up about the same way.  There are several metal green boxes (container haul away boxes) operated and serviced by the County’s contract waste hauler, Waste Management.  These boxes are used for the deposition of municipal solid waste by rural county residents.  In addition, there is an open front shed that contains various labeled containers for the deposition of recyclable materials.  These containers are operated and maintained by County employees.  
1.  Churchtown Site    Permit # 03-SDP-07-07P-CCC  
This site is located at the County Maintenance Garage located in the NE ¼ of Section 32 in Lansing Township.  The maintenance garage is located at the northeast edge of the unincorporated village of Church.

At the time of this inspection, it was observed that the site was in fair condition.  There were no issues observed with the recycling shed and its containers.  There was a small amount of litter scattered around the green boxes with a very small amount of litter that had blown onto neighboring property.  This site appeared to have the least amount of litter when compared to the other sites.
2.  Waterville Site    Permit # 03-SDP-08-07P-CCC
This site is located north of the town of Waterville along Count Road X32 (Waterville Road).  The specific location is the SW ¼ of Section 2 in Paint Creek Township.

The recycling shed and its containers did not appear to have any issues on this date.  However, there was excessive litter scattered throughout this site and onto the neighboring property.  This was the worst site for litter of all the sites visited on this date.

During a follow up visit on April 1, 2009, I observed that the site had still not been properly cleaned up.  These pictures 

document conditions on April 1, 2009 at the Waterville Site.
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Subsequent to my April 1, 2009, follow up visit, I received a phone call from Mr. Mooney on April 9th informing me that the site has been completely cleaned up.

3.  Lansing Site   Permit # 03-SDP-09-07P-CCC
This site is located immediately adjacent to the Alliant Energy Lansing Power Station in the SW ¼ of Section 2 of  

La Fayette Township.  This site also had an excessive amount of litter present at the time of this inspection.  It is noted that this office had recently received a complaint filed against this particular location for excessive litter.  At the time of this inspection, we asked Dave Mooney to get this site cleaned up as quickly as possible.  He noted that he would attempt to get some of the inmates from the nearby Luster Heights Prisoner Camp to clean this and all the other green box sites up within a week or so.
This site continues to be a bit controversial with some of the locals as it is located on an area of ancient Indian mounds.

Also, future changes being proposed by the Alliant Energy plant could have some currently unknown impacts upon this location.

During my April 1, 2009 follow up visit to this site, I observed that all the litter observed on the date of this inspection had been adequately cleaned up.

4.  Dorchester Site   Permit # 03-SDP-10-07P-CCC  
This site is located along Highway 76 north of Waukon in the NE ¼ of Section 2 of Hanover Township.  This site also had litter scattered around the green boxes and onto surrounding property, however the site was in overall cleaner condition than the Lansing and Waterville Sites.  This may be in part due to the proximity of this site to a nearby business.
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:
The four satellite green box sites serve the rural residents of Allamakee County giving them relatively easy disposal options for their household solid waste as well as their recyclable materials.  At the time of this inspection, we were just coming out of a very snowy winter season.  Although both the county employees that collect the recyclables and Waste Management employees are given the responsibilities to pick up trash that accumulates around the green box areas, it is very difficult for them to keep these areas clean during a hard winter.
The conditions observed at these locations during this inspection were probably as bad as can be seen during any given calendar year.  It is vitally important that the County keep these sites cleaned up as well as possible throughout the year and those special efforts to pick up letter at these sites be made each spring immediately after snow melt.

Utilizing local inmates from Luster Heights Camp is an acceptable method for giving these sites a very thorough spring cleaning each year.

