
Stantec Consulting Services Inc. 
11311 Aurora Avenue 
Des Moines, IA  50322-7908 

VIA ELECTRONIC SUBMITTAL 

November 13, 2024 

Ms. Shelley Nellesen, Environmental Specialist Senior 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
6200 Park Avenue, Suite 200 
Des Moines, Iowa 50321 

Reference: Request for Removal from Registry of Hazardous Waste or Hazardous Substance 
Disposal Sites 
Former Ralston Disposal Site 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

Dear Ms. Nellesen, 

On behalf of Rockwell Collins, Inc., (Rockwell Collins), Stantec Consulting Services Inc. (Stantec) submits 
this letter to request removal of the Former Ralston Disposal Site (site) from the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources (IDNR) registry of hazardous waste or hazardous substance disposal sites (Registry) as defined 
in Iowa Administrative Code (IAC) Section 455B.426. As specified in IAC Section 455B.426, “A site placed 
on the registry of confirmed hazardous waste or hazardous substance disposal sites prior to July 1, 2011, 
shall be removed upon the execution of a uniform environmental covenant pursuant to the provisions of 
chapter 455I relating to the contaminated portions of the property listed on the registry.”. 

In May 1990, the following real property owned by James Raftis was entered on the IDNR Registry of 
Confirmed Abandoned or Uncontrolled Disposal Sites, which is now the Registry: 

Starting at the NE corner of the NE ¼ of the NW ¼ of Section 2, T83N, R7W; thence West 
147.18 feet along the Township line; thence South 200 feet to the point of the beginning; thence 
West 363 feet; thence South 235 feet; thence 370 feet East along the railroad right-of-way; thence 
North 272 feet to the point of beginning; Cedar Rapids, Linn County, Iowa. 

IDNR placed the property on the Registry following submittal of a Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) Section 103(c) notice to the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) in December 1981, an investigation by the EPA in 1985, removal of two drums 
containing concrete-encapsulated cyanide by Rockwell Collins in 1989, and additional investigation activities 
conducted by Rockwell Collins in November 1990. When a site is listed on the Registry, a notice of listing is 
recorded in the county recorder’s office and becomes part of the chain of title. For sites on the Registry, IAC 
Section 455B.430 prohibits 1) any “substantial change” in the use of the property without prior written approval 
by the director of the IDNR, and 2) any sale, conveyance, or transfer of title to the property without the IDNR 
director's prior approval. 

Under separate Administrative Orders with the EPA, Rockwell Collins completed Removal Actions from 1994 
through 1997, completed characterization of the site resulting in a Remedial Investigation report being 
submitted in September 1997, and completed a Feasibility Study in August 1998. During this period, 
Mr. James Raftis conveyed two properties, including the former disposal area subject to the Registry, to 
Rockwell Collins on April 10, 1997. A Record of Decision for the site was issued in September 1999.  On 
July 24, 2000, the IDNR assumed regulatory authority oversite of the site by entering into a Consent Order 
with Rockwell Collins. As part of the Consent Order, a Remedial Action Work Plan was completed and 
subsequently approved by the IDNR. In 2001, the site was reclassified as “d” Site Properly Closed Requires 
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Continued Management. Annual Reports, which summarize remedial actions activities conducted during the 
previous year, have been prepared and submitted since February 2002. 

The IDNR and/or EPA have been conducting Five-Year reviews of the Site since the Consent Order with the 
IDNR was initiated. Beginning with the Second Five-Year review completed on June 30, 2011, the EPA 
identified their preference for the site to have an environmental covenant (EC) placed on it and replace the 
listing on the Hazardous Waste Registry. Following the Fourth Five-Year review, Rockwell Collins prepared 
an EC for Rockwell Collins-owned property placed on the Registry. The EC specifies activity and use 
limitations (AULs) to protect human health, the environment, and the integrity of the selected remedy. 
Following signature by Rockwell Collins as the Grantor and Holder and IDNR as the Agency, the final EC 
was recorded by the Linn County Recorder’s Office in accordance with the Iowa Uniform Environmental 
Covenants Act presented in IAC Sections 455I.1 – 455I.12.  A copy of the recorded EC, previously transmitted 
to the IDNR, is attached to this letter for reference.  As described in the attached EC, AULs include restrictions 
on land use and property ownership or transfer. 

With execution of the attached EC, the restrictions on land use and ownership previously provided by the 
Registry listing is no longer required and Rockwell Collins requests removal of the “Former Ralston Disposal 
Site” from the Registry under IAC Section 455B.426. 

If you have any questions, or need additional information, please contact Kristen Musgrove of 
Rockwell Collins at (309) 213-1937 or me. 

Sincerely, 

STANTEC CONSULTING SERVICES INC. 

Stephen Varsa, PG 
Principal Hydrogeologist/Project Manager 
Phone: (515) 251-1020 
steve.varsa@stantec.com 

Enclosure: Recorded Environmental Covenant 

cc: Kristen Musgrove, Rockwell Collins 



ENCLOSURE 
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