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SUBJECT: IDNR response to property audit infonnstion concerning 415 E. State Street property, Algona, Iowa 

Dear Mr. Lande:

1 apologize that U has taken so long for the Iowa Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) to contact vou
r c |p m ^  the informaboo you submitted about environmental contamination at the 415 E. State Street location 
10 AlgCMUL

Thei D|IS[R haS * “ nSM*eraWc backlog of site assessment work which needs attention. In large part this has 
r « u ^  from acbvities o u ts i t  of the control of the SoUd Waste Section, specifically property a u d i t s ^  financial 
msbtutioiis and under^ound tank investigations which turned up contaminants other than petroleum. Both of 

haVC m,“dC a,T C 0f Ilun,crous “ Stances of environmental contamination which warrant some

p r io ^ ,  generally meaning those ^ e s  with very high levels of^ntamiMtio‘̂  thosc siLs which hâ ^̂  ̂
d r in k ^  water » w c ^  or those which pose an immment risk of contaminating drinking water supphes. L w er 
p n o ^  sues ^  be ̂ d l e d  as we are able, but for the time being I would have to say that they are deferred 
m d ^ tc ly .  It shoiUd be n«ed ^ a t  the informabon available from property audits, while it may be sufficient 
for the purposes of f i ^ c ^  institutions, is generally speaking, woefuUy madequate for the needs of IDNR In
most “ Stnn^.rt “  d«ffi^t to assc^ the bue severity of the problem or to assess what general level of risk to 
human health is posed by the site in question.

Om ev^uation of the informaUon available for the site at 415 E. State Sheet in Algona indicates tliat this site 
d ^ n r t  wa^ant the immediate attention of IDNR as a high priority site. In those ca.ses where a site is not 

rwK* , ^ Pn0nty ^  " C 0frCnn8 tWO P°ssiblc optio"8- ‘he responsible parties may defer any 
IDN?  .Contacts them - Sccond’ they may attempt to fulfill the requirements of Chapter 133 of 

rVlT  ?A lhCir <T ‘ !.n thif  la^ r case it wiU be necessary to thoroughly document the instigation 
and the remedial decisions based on it. This documentation is to be submitted to the IDNR for future review 
JB tm e permits. One caution is that this is no guarantee that the IDNR wiU concur with the completeness of 
the mvcstigabon or the remedial measu.es mtituted. This may be somewhat discomforting, but there is simply 
no other way for the Department to deal with this situation at the current time.

I tT lJ /S l^ W O  COPy 0f ChaPtCr 133 f0r yOVT refcrence- lf you have any <lucs,ions- P'case feel free to call me 

Respectfully, ,

Ccdc ' X - M ‘.
Cal Lundberg 
Environmental Specialist 
Solid Waste Section
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Ms. Margaret L. Pemberton, Attorney, 9540 Woodson Street, Overland Park, Kansas 66207
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