
 

 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION RESPONSIVENESS SUMMARY 

FOR IOWA’S 2026 

CLEAN WATER ACT SECTION 303(d) LIST 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES DIVISION 

WATER QUALITY BUREAU 

WATER QUALITY MONITORING & ASSESSMENT SECTION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 24 , 2026 
 

 

 

 

1 



 

2026 Integrated Report Responsiveness Summary 

Table of Contents 

Introduction.................................................................................................................................................. 3 

Revisions Implemented in Iowa's Draft 2026 Integrated Report (IR)............................................................3 

Topic: Nitrate Standards & Drinking Water (Class C).....................................................................................4 

Topic: Continuous Nitrate Sensor data and Volunteer Data..........................................................................6 

Topic: Assessment Windows and Delistings..................................................................................................8 

Topic: Algal Blooms and Narrative Standards............................................................................................. 10 

Topic: TMDL Development and Prioritization............................................................................................. 12 

Topic: Human Health Criteria Adoption and the Use of Narrative Standards.............................................13 

Topic: Expanding monitoring programs and addressing not assessed segments....................................... 14 

Topic: Biological Assessment Clarification.................................................................................................. 14 

Topic: Des Moines River fish kill impairment clarification.......................................................................... 15 

Topic: Methodology change and transparency...........................................................................................15 

Topic: PFAS.................................................................................................................................................. 16 

Topic: Letters containing support of the DNR’s efforts............................................................................... 16 

Topic: Agency Referrals............................................................................................................................... 16 

Topic: General water quality emails and letters received........................................................................... 16 

Appendix A: List of Commenters.................................................................................................................18 

Appendix B: Full Text of Public Comments..................................................................................................25 
 

 

2 



 

Introduction 
 
The following constitutes a summary of the Iowa Department of Natural Resources’ (DNR) responses to 
the comments received concerning the draft 2026 Clean Water Act (CWA) Section 303(d) list developed 
by the DNR. The notice of availability for the draft 2026 list was issued for public review and comment on 
February 17, 2026, via the DNR EcoNewsWire 
(https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/IACIO/bulletins/40a3921). Supplemental materials pertaining 
to the draft 2026 list were accessible on the DNR’s assessment website 
(https://programs.iowadnr.gov/adbnet/Assessments/Summary/2026). The period for accepting public 
comments extended from February 17, 2026, through March 19, 2026. As distributed for public 
comment, the DNR’s draft 2026 Section 303(d) list enumerated 574 water segments with a total of 751 
impairments. 
 
This responsiveness summary offers a discussion of the issues presented in the comments received and 
details how these comments were integrated into the formulation of the DNR’s final 2026 Integrated 
Report (IR) and Section 303(d) List (https://programs.iowadnr.gov/adbnet/Assessments/Summary/2026). 
 
More than 200 distinct comment letters and emails were submitted during the public comment period 
for the Integrated Report. For this responsiveness summary, the comments have been organized into 
similar thematic categories and subsequently addressed. A comprehensive list of all commenters and 
their specific input is provided in Appendices A and B. 
 
Revisions Implemented in Iowa's Draft 2026 Integrated Report (IR) 
 
There were revisions made to five draft assessments following the public comment period. Based on 
information discovered following the public comment period, and during the ATTAINS upload QA, the 
five final assessments were revised according to IR methodology (Table 1). 
 
Table 1. Revisions made to the DNR’s draft 2026 IR. 

ADBNet Code Waterbody Name 
Designated 

Use 
Draft IR 

Category 
Final IR 

Category 
Rationale 

IA 04-EDM-971 East Fork Des 

Moines River 
A1 4a 5a 

Bacteria impairment - ​
Not covered by TMDL 

IA 04-EDM-1882 East Fork Des 

Moines River 
A2 4a 5a 

Bacteria impairment - ​
Not covered by TMDL 

IA 05-CHA-1331 Corydon Reservoir BLW 4a 5a 

Organic Enrichment: 

Low Dissolved Oxygen - 

Not covered by TMDL 

IA 04-LDM-1058 Williamson Pond A1 5a 4a 

Algal Growth: 

Chlorophyll a - ​
Covered by TMDL 

IA 06-LSR-1653 West Okoboji Lake - 

Main Basin South 
HH 3a 1 

Human Health - Fish 

Tissue 
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Topic: Nitrate Standards & Drinking Water (Class C) 

Commenters: 03, 06, 09, 11, 12, 13, 16–184. 

Issues Raised: Commenters argue that the 10 mg/L nitrate standard should be treated as an acute risk 

due to its association with methemoglobinemia (Blue-Baby Syndrome). The commenters criticize the 

DNR's use of the "10% binomial rule," stating that any exceedances in raw source water threatens public 

health and causes high treatment costs for utilities. Additionally, commenters requested that the 

previously 2024 EPA overlisted segments, that were later rescinded by the EPA, be added to the 2026 

impaired waters list. 

DNR Technical Response: 

Regulatory Framework 

The DNR regulates nitrate under Class C (drinking water) criteria, utilizing the Safe Drinking Water Act’s 

(SDWA) Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) of 10 mg/L. This standard is applied as a chronic measure of 

raw source water quality under the Clean Water Act (CWA), whereas the SDWA ensures acute protection 

for treated water at the "tap." 

SDWA Primacy: Distinguishing Raw vs. Treated Water 

To maintain primacy over the federal SDWA, the DNR must ensure that its state drinking water program 

is at least as stringent as federal requirements. This authority allows Iowa to implement and enforce 

regulations locally. However, it is essential to distinguish how the 10 mg/L standard applies across 

different regulatory environments: 

●​ Treated Drinking Water (SDWA Authority): Under the SDWA, the 10 mg/L MCL is an acute 

standard. For a public water supply, a single exceedance in the water delivered to the consumer 

(at the "tap") constitutes a violation. This ensures immediate protection against health risks like 

methemoglobinemia through mandatory public notification and corrective action. 

●​ Raw Source Water (CWA Authority): Under the CWA, the 10 mg/L limit is used as a chronic 

water quality criterion. Because public water utilities are designed to manage source water 

through blending or treatment processes before it reaches the public, the DNR assesses the raw, 

untreated water using a statistical methodology rather than a single-sample "acute" trigger. 

The Purpose of the Impaired Waters List (Section 303(d)): It is critical to understand that the Impaired 

Waters List is a diagnostic tool for long-term watershed management, not a real-time emergency 

response system. 

●​ Long-Term Planning: Identifying a water body as "impaired" for nitrate triggers a multi-year 

process, including the development of a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) or an equivalent 

watershed plan. These plans identify long-term pollution trends and implement conservation 

strategies, such as agricultural best management practices, that take place over years or 

decades. 

●​ No Short-Term Solution: Unlike the SDWA, which requires immediate utility intervention if 

treated water exceeds 10 mg/L (like switching wells or increasing treatment), a CWA impairment 
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listing provides no short-term remedy for a spike in nitrate levels. Applying an "acute" (single-hit) 

standard to the Nitrate Class C assessment methodology would misalign the tool’s purpose. It 

would label waters as "impaired" based on transient events that the regulatory framework of the 

CWA is not equipped to resolve in the short term. 

Biological Basis: Human "Acute" vs. Aquatic Life "Acute": The term "acute" is used differently 

depending on whether the standard is protecting human health or aquatic life (fish and benthic 

macroinvertebrates). 

●​ Acute Standard for Humans (Nitrate): This is based on a specific biological vulnerability in 

human infants. In babies under six months, nitrate is converted to nitrite in the digestive tract, 

which then prevents blood from carrying oxygen (methemoglobinemia). Because this reaction 

can happen within hours or days of drinking contaminated water, the 10 mg/L drinking water 

standard is considered "acute" for people. 

●​ Acute Standard for Aquatic Life: In the world of biology and ecology, an "acute" aquatic life 

standard (like those for ammonia or lead) is designed to prevent the literal death of fish or other 

organisms from a single, short-term exposure. Currently, the EPA does not have a federally 

mandated "acute" aquatic life criterion for nitrate because most aquatic species are significantly 

more tolerant of nitrate than human infants. 

The DNR applies the 10 mg/L nitrate limit as a Human Health criterion, not an aquatic life criterion. This 

means the statistical assessment (the 10% Binomial rule) is appropriate for identifying chronic source 

water issues,1 while the SDWA remains the shield for the acute human health risk at the tap. By using the 

10% Binomial rule, the DNR ensures that an impairment listing is based on a sustained pattern rather 

than a single "outlier" sample.  

 

Topic: Continuous Nitrate Sensor data and Volunteer Data 

Commenters: 11, 13, 181, 182 

Issues Raised: Commenters urge the DNR to use real-time, continuous nitrate sensor data from the Iowa 

Institute for Hydrologic Research (IIHR) and USGS, arguing that monthly grab samples miss significant 

variation and peaks. Additionally, commenters request that the DNR utilize volunteer data for 303(d) 

impairments.  

DNR Technical Response: 

Continuous Continuous Nitrate Sensor data 

1 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency letter to Iowa Department of Natural Resources, February 6, 2002, page 10; 
"On September 18, 2000, IDNR revised its Class “C” criteria. These criteria are listed in Table 1. The change was 
made to more accurately reflect the application of the criteria as human health numerical criteria to protect against 
chronic effects versus the prior representation of the values as acute criteria. . . . EPA approves these revisions 
because they result in criteria that ensure the protection of designated uses in accordance with the CWA and EPA’s 
implementing regulations at 40 C.F.R. 131.5(a) and 131.11(b)(1)(iii)." 

5 



 

DNR acknowledges the value of continuous nitrate sensor data for understanding water quality 

dynamics, but there are several statutory and methodological requirements that dictate how this data 

can be utilized for official Clean Water Act Section 303(d) assessments. 

●​ Compliance with Iowa’s Credible Data Law: All data used to place a waterbody on the state's 

303(d) impaired waters list must strictly comply with Iowa’s Credible Data Law . This law 

mandates that data used for regulatory impairment listings adhere to certain rigorous standards 

and requirements. See Iowa Code Sections 455B.171(4), 455B.193 through 455B.195; and 567 

IAC 61.10-13. 

●​ Continuous sensor data is often used in 303(d) assessment for certain analytes. 

○​ Dissolved oxygen, pH, temperature sensors meet Iowa’s Credible Data Law because they 

use accepted certified methods for determination of the values. 

●​ Technical limitations: Nitrate sensors require analytical discrete samples to be collected to 

create a rating curve resulting in an estimated value. Estimated data can be biased at high or low 

levels due to curve estimations. Additionally, high turbidity can interfere with the values (certain 

sensors are only capable of handling up to 1000ntu). 

○​ To use continuous nitrate data for regulatory thresholds, the DNR would need to develop 

and adopt a distinct, standalone assessment methodology specifically tailored to 

continuous nitrate data, much like the separate methodology the DNR had to develop to 

properly assess continuous dissolved oxygen (DO) monitoring data. 

Volunteer Data 

The DNR highly values the dedication of volunteer water monitors and recognizes that their efforts are 

instrumental in engaging the community and screening local watersheds for potential issues. However, 

the DNR’s ability to use volunteer-generated data for official Clean Water Act Section 303(d) impaired 

waters assessments is strictly subject to Iowa’s Credible Data Law. 

●​ Compliance with Iowa’s Credible Data Law: Data must comply with Iowa’s Credible Data Law to 

be used for an official 303(d) impairment listing (Category 5). (Iowa Code Sections 455B.171(4), 

455B.193 through 195; see also 567 IAC 61.10-13).  

○​ Iowa law dictates that regulatory decisions must be based on "credible data,” which is 

statutorily defined as “scientifically valid chemical, physical, or biological monitoring data 

collected under a scientifically accepted sampling and analysis plan, including quality 

control and quality assurance procedures.” DNR has developed Quality Assurance 

Project Plans (QAPP(s)) to define strict quality control and quality assurance procedures. 

Data collected by volunteers without a QAPP cannot legally be used to add a segment to 

the state's impaired waters list. 

●​ Third Party QAPP Approval: A QAPP must be approved by DNR prior to the commencement of 

data collection if that data is intended for regulatory use (such as 303(d) impairment 

listings).Data collected without a pre-approved QAPP may still be highly valuable for local 
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watershed planning or education, but it cannot be used because it does not meet Iowa’s 

Credible Data Law. 

○​ The "WINOFI" Distinction: WINOFI serves as a vital repository for a wide range of water 

quality data, including volunteer monitoring and "secondary" data. While this data is 

essential for screening and identifying areas of concern, it does not meet the standards 

required for a Category 5 (Impaired Waters) listing. 

●​ The Pathway for External Groups: The DNR acknowledges the need for a pathway regarding the 

use of external data for regulatory decision-making, specifically concerning the transition from 

the WINOFI to Category 5 (Impaired Waters) listings. The DNR is committed to working towards a 

process for external groups (e.g., NGOs, Watershed Management Authorities, and Academic 

Institutions) to develop approved QAPPs that will be needed prior to the collection of data that 

would be utilized in future IRs. 

 

Topic: Assessment Windows and Delistings 

Commenters: 11, 13, 96, 181, 182, 183, 184, 185, 186 

Issues Raised: Commenters requested expanding the assessment window from three years to five to 

account for climate variations like droughts and also expressed uncertainty regarding delisted 

impairments reflecting actual water quality improvement and those delistings being affected by the IR 

data collection period. 

 

DNR Technical Response: 

 

Data Analysis Window: The DNR has used a three-year and five-year data assessment window for 

various types of assessments for over 20 years. The five-year assessment window is used in cases where 

there are a low number of sampling events per year.  

●​ The Ambient Lakes Monitoring Program only has the capacity to collect samples three times a 

year on a routine basis. For these low numbers of annual sampling events, a five year monitoring 

data window is needed. 

●​ The Ambient Streams Monitoring Program has a much higher sampling event count per year. 

Each monitoring location produces enough monitoring results to complete monitored 

assessments in a three-year monitoring window. The use of a three-year window also ensures 

that the assessment evaluates the most recent ambient conditions.  

Commenters raised a concern that using a short monitoring window can mask pollution due to a 

temporary reduction in runoff. However, using a five-year monitoring plan can also mask pollution from 

discrete events due to large sampling event counts.  
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Delistings: Delisting an impairment for a segment (waterbody) off of the Impaired Waters List is a 

rigorous, data-driven process.  

●​ The DNR must demonstrate “good cause” to the EPA to delist an impairment. “Good cause” can 

be demonstrated by one of the following reasons: more recent or accurate data showing full 

support of the designated use; new environmental conditions showing that the segment no 

longer meets the criteria for impairment; or flaws in the original analysis that when reanalyzed 

shows full support.  

●​ The commenters raised the concern that Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) development might 

be delayed or prevented by a premature delisting.  

●​ For the 2026 IR, 51 delistings were a result of the following: 

○​ TMDL preparation and approval (23),  

○​ biological sampling showing recovery following a fishkill (21),  

○​ biological sampling showing recovery from a biological impairment (6), and  

○​ assessment error (1).  

●​ In the remaining 32 delistings for the 2026 IR where new data indicated water quality 

improvement, many of the delistings for reservoir, lake, and shallow lake impairments relied on 4 

or 5 years worth of data.  

Delisting Reason # impairments 

TMDL preparation and approval 23 

Fish kill recovery 21 

Recovery of fish/invertebrate community 6 

Assessment Error 1 

New data: WQ improvement - pH 10 

New data: WQ improvement - Bacteria: Indicator Bacteria- E. coli 7 

New data: WQ improvement - Organic Enrichment: Low Dissolved Oxygen 4 

New data: WQ improvement - Algal Growth: Chlorophyll a 3 

New data: WQ improvement - pH- High 2 

New data: WQ improvement - Temperature: Thermal Modifications 2 

New data: WQ improvement - Turbidity: Secchi Disk Transparency 2 

New data: WQ improvement - Sedimentation/Siltation 1 

New data: WQ improvement - Turbidity: Suspended Solids 1 

Total 83 

 

Topic: Algal Blooms and Narrative Standards 

Commenters: 181, 182. 
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Issues Raised: Commenters state that in the absence of numeric criteria for microcystin, the DNR must 

apply narrative standards that prohibit aesthetically objectionable conditions" to list lakes with repeated 

microcystin beach advisories as impaired. 

DNR Technical Response: 

●​ The DNR operates in alignment with EPA’s 2019 recommendation of 8 ug/L for microcystins as a 

swimming advisory threshold, rather than EPA’s alternative recommendation of a codified 

regulatory standard for impairment listing.  

●​ In early 2020, after a detailed review of the criteria and underlying science, the DNR and Iowa 

Department of Public Health agreed to utilize the microcystin threshold value in the beach 

monitoring program for the purpose of posting swimming advisories.  

●​ The DNR is continuing to evaluate the recommended criteria to decide on further future action 

on the subject. 

The DNR uses the Chlorophyll, a Trophic State Index that assesses algae production/growth provides a 

more stable, reliable basis for the long-term planning required for watershed restoration. Microcystin 

levels are notoriously unstable. They can spike and disappear within hours based on wind, sunlight, and 

temperature. Applying a rigid narrative standard to these fleeting events may lead to inconsistent and 

scientifically indefensible listings.  

There is a difference between a public health advisory and a regulatory standard. 

●​ Beach Advisories (Management Tools): These are real-time warnings designed to help the 

public make safe decisions about swimming on a specific day or week. 

●​ Impaired Waters List (Regulatory Standards): The 303(d) list is a diagnostic tool for long-term 

legal and environmental planning. A temporary advisory for a transient bloom does not 

automatically mean an entire water body is "legally impaired" for the long term under the Clean 

Water Act. 

EPA Recreation Microcystin Technical Guidance: In July of 2021 EPA issued the “Final Technical Support 

Document: Implementing the 2019 National Clean Water Act Section 304(a) Recommended Human 

Health Recreational Ambient Water Quality Criteria or Swimming Advisories for Microcystins and 

Cylindrospermopsin” which gave guidance on how to implement adopted 304(a) criteria for Microcystins 

and Cylindrospermopsin.  

●​ Based on the EPA technical guidance, which allowed for three 10 day events to be considered an 

exceeding season and one exceeding season in the monitoring period to be considered fully 

supporting, only one segment (Lake Darling) would have been suggested for a microcystin 

impairment if Iowa had adopted the 304(a) criteria.  

●​ Excess nutrients in lakes that could potentially cause microcystin impairments at Iowa’s beaches 

are already being addressed through nutrient TMDLs based on violations of Iowa’s numeric pH 

criteria, numeric dissolved oxygen criteria, or narrative criteria (TSI chlorophyll a). In the case of 
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Lake Darling a TMDL has already been approved for Nutrients and Siltation which already target 

the drivers that can lead to cyanobacteria blooms that may contain toxins. 

Microcystin in Drinking Water: The EPA established non-regulatory 10-day Drinking Water Health 

Advisories (HAs) for microcystins, which are not legally enforceable federal standards but serve as 

technical guidance for public water systems. This threshold was not designed as raw water criteria. While 

raw river microcystin data is available, there is no suggested raw drinking water criteria to compare it to. 

Thus, the data were not assessed for the 2026 assessment cycle. 

 

Topic: TMDL Development and Prioritization  

Commenters: 02, 06, 08, 11, 15, 181. 

Issues Raised: Commenters state that impairments are being overlooked for TMDL development in 

several water bodies and Outstanding Iowa Waters (OIWs) have a low priority (Tier III/IV) assigned to 

them. 

DNR Technical Response:  

Iowa’s TMDL Vision 2024 includes numerous priority parameters focused on partnerships with 

implementation partners, impairments with high social impact (such as recreational impairments), and 

efficiency. For further information about Iowa’s TMDL Vision 2024 and the priority structure, please refer 

to the document ‘Iowa’s TMDL Vision 2024’ on the WQIP webpage 

(https://www.iowadnr.gov/environmental-protection/water-quality/watershed-improvement/watershed

-planning/water-quality-improvement-plans).  

Response to Specific Concerns 

●​ New sampling for TMDL development for recreational impairments on rivers and beaches took 

place in 2025. Sampling occurred in the Upper Iowa River basin in partnership with EPA Region 

VII, and an additional sampling event in West Lake Okoboji. The data is being used to create 

TMDLs on two beaches.  

●​ The Vision gives additional priority points for a TMDL applying to multiple impairments in an 

effort to prioritize severe and pervasive problems, which includes lakes with multiple 

impairments (ex. Big Hollow Lake had four impairments; 1 priority point) and also watersheds 

with multiple segments with the same impairment (ex. Upper Iowa River basin has 54 indicator 

bacteria impairments; 2 priority points). 

●​ Yellow Smoke Park Lake (Segment 1514) is currently impaired for a historic mercury consumption 

advisory. Mercury in fish tissue impairments are currently low on the TMDL priority tier system 

due to its ties to air pollution. For more information on mercury in Iowa fish, please visit: 

https://www.iowadnr.gov/environmental-protection/water-quality/water-quality-monitoring-ass

essment/fish-consumption-safety 

●​ DNR has an ambient stream monitoring site on Segment 1502 of the Boyer River. Boyer River 

Segment 1502 has a Class A1 (recreation) use E. coli impairment and a Class BWW1 (aquatic life) 
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use selenium impairment. The Class A1 use impairment is a middle TMDL priority and DNR is in 

the process of monitoring and completing several recreational use E. coli TMDLs across the state. 

The Class BWW1 selenium impairment is a low TMDL priority; however, there are several 

western Iowa streams with selenium impairments. DNR plans to study this issue to determine if 

the selenium is background concentration or is elevated as a result of stream inputs. 

●​ Big Spirit Lake does not have nutrient related impairments, and as such, priority can not be given 

points for stakeholder involvement in nutrient reducing restoration projects. Currently, Big Spirit 

Lake only has one impairment, which is for bacteria at the beaches. This impairment is given a 

Tier II TMDL priority, and only work within the beach watershed can count towards increasing 

the prioritization. The TMDL Program is working with the monitoring programs to determine 

additional sampling needs to address this impairment due to the raised priority status. 

 

Topic: Human Health Criteria Adoption and the Use of Narrative Standards 

Commenter: 181. 

Issues Raised: Commenters requested that the DNR use Iowa’s Class Human Health (HH) narrative 

standards to evaluate fish tissue in state waters against EPA’s Class HH criteria recommendations and list 

non-attaining waters as impaired on the Section 303(d) list. 

DNR Technical Response: 

Class HH are waters in which fish are routinely harvested for human consumption or waters both 

designated as a drinking water supply and in which fish are routinely harvested for human consumption. 

●​ In partnership with the Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, the DNR provides 

awareness and education related to fish consumption. This can be found at: 

https://www.iowadnr.gov/environmental-protection/water-quality/water-quality-monitoring-ass

essment/fish-consumption-safety. 

●​ Iowa’s Water Quality Standards (WQS) include a general narrative criterion stating that "all 

substances toxic or detrimental to humans... shall be limited to nontoxic or nondetrimental 

concentrations in the surface water." For Class HH (Human Health) waters specifically, the 

narrative standard requires that these waters "shall contain no substances in concentrations 

which will make fish or shellfish inedible... or cause a hazard to humans after consumption." 

●​ For pollutants where no numeric criterion exists, DNR evaluates available data against the 

"hazard to humans" narrative threshold. A listing requires a "technical, science-based rationale" 

to demonstrate that the concentration of a substance in ambient water or fish tissue specifically 

violates the narrative standard. 

●​ DNR is currently reviewing EPA-recommended human health criteria as part of the State’s 

Triennial Review of Water Quality Standards. Formally adopting updated numeric criteria is the 
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DNR's preferred path for improving the transparency and consistency of impairment listings, as it 

provides clear thresholds for both the DNR and the public to evaluate water quality. 

 

Topic: Expanding monitoring programs and addressing not assessed segments 

Commenters: 01, 02, 06, 07, 181. 

Issues Raised: More segments need to be monitored across the state to address not assessed segments. 

The DNR needs to switch to a rotational based monitoring plan. 

DNR Technical Response: The DNR continues to implement standardized and robust ambient stream 

monitoring, ambient lake monitoring, wetland monitoring, shallow lakes monitoring, fish tissue 

monitoring, stream biological sampling, and beach human health surveillance programs. In addition to 

the data collected as a part of Iowa’s monitoring programs, the DNR utilizes data from external agencies 

and sources to complete Iowa’s Section 303(d) List. The DNR routinely collaborates with many of these 

external agencies to coalign the needs of the various sampling programs; for example, see Table 2, page 

12 of IR methodology. The DNR has supplemental monitoring programs that rotate around the state to 

different monitoring sites but those sites are generally selected based on impairments and potential 

impairments. If additional funding becomes available, ambient monitoring programs have plans to 

expand the monitoring of sites and/or parameters. 

The DNR houses the majority of its water monitoring data in its public facing water quality database 

AQuIA (https://programs.iowadnr.gov/aquia/). The DNR does not recommend using the Section 303(d) 

List for trend analysis due to its threshold-based analysis of the site specific data. AQuIA contains an 

abundance of data (significantly greater in quantity relative to many states' data) to use in performing 

long-term trend analysis. Additionally, the AQuIA website contains graphing tools to look at trends for all 

analytes at each sampling location. In addition to the ambient stream and lakes monitoring programs, 

the DNR also began collecting water quality information at additional lakes (starting in 2018) on a 

rotational basis. Additional stream water quality data collection began in 2021. Of note, it takes 3 to 5 

years for sufficient data to be collected at new sites prior to inclusion in the IR, and an additional 2 years 

for the first monitored assessments to be completed. Prior to that time, the additional monitoring data 

will be assessed as evaluated, and potential impairments will be placed on the Waters in Need of Further 

Investigation (WINOFI) list. 

 

Topic: Biological Assessment Clarification 

Commenters: 14. 

Issues Raised: Stated the East Branch of the Iowa River is "now devoid of life" and killed by farm 

chemicals. 
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DNR Technical Response: The 2025 Fish Index of Biotic Integrity (FIBI) score at East Branch Iowa River, 

Goodell Site 189 was 48 (out of 100). That score is nearly identical to the average score for reference 

sites in the Des Moines Lobe ecoregion and is considered a passing score for aquatic life designated use 

assessments.  

DNR has biologically sampled two sites on the East Branch Iowa River a total of 11 times in the last 25 

years. One of the sites is near Belmond and the other is near Goodell. The total number of fish captured 

in the 11 samples is over 4000. In addition, over 5500 benthic macroinvertebrates (e.g. aquatic insects, 

snails, crawdads, etc.) have been collected in the last 25 years. For more information about the biological 

sampling conducted on the East Branch Iowa River, see the links below.  

https://programs.iowadnr.gov/bionet/sites/189​
https://programs.iowadnr.gov/bionet/sites/190 

 

Topic: Des Moines River fish kill impairment clarification 

Commenters: 04 

Issues Raised: The use of unknown toxicity for fish kill impairment cause is not descriptive enough. 

DNR Technical Response: There are five segments of the Des Moines River, from the Ottumwa dam to 

the Mississippi River, that have Class BWW1 aquatic life fish kill impairments, including segment 1010 in 

Wapello county. For segment 1010 in Wapello county, the Class BWW1 aquatic life use was assessed as 

“not supported” due to 2002, 2006, 2012, and 2023 fish kills. These kills are in a series of kills that have 

occurred over the last 25 years that involve primarily shovelnose sturgeon (Scaphirhynchus 

platorynchus). Although the cause(s) of the fish kills remains unknown, low flow conditions, flow 

alterations, and very high water temperatures are believed to have contributed to the kills. Other 

possible causes include: elevated pH levels caused ambient levels of ammonia in the river to be toxic to 

the ammonia-intolerant shovelnose sturgeon or the kills were caused by a virus specific to shovelnose 

sturgeon. Therefore, the unknown toxicity is not referring to an unknown toxicant, it is referring to 

toxicity from low dissolved oxygen, high temperature, or high levels of ammonia. Results from 2016 fish 

tissue sampling in Segment 1010 indicated very low levels of mercury, chlordane, and total PCBs in both 

white bass and channel catfish. 

 

Topic: Methodology change and transparency 

Commenters: 07 

Issues Raised: IR methodology did not seem consistent over time. 

DNR Technical Response: While there have been changes to the assessment methodology over time, the 

application of the methodology has remained consistent. From year to year, small changes have been 
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implemented to add clarity to the process, creating new sections to handle new programmatic data, 

updating sections and tables to incorporate new or updated criteria, etc. These changes are noted in the 

beginning of every IR methodology document and all finalized documents are all located at the state 

library (https://publications.iowa.gov/) and on the ADBNet website 

(https://programs.iowadnr.gov/adbnet/Docs/Publications). 

 

Topic: PFAS 

Commenters: 96 

Issues Raised: Commenter was concerned about the presence of forever chemicals (PFAS) in Iowa 

waters. 

DNR Technical Response: DNR’s PFAS Task Force has developed a PFAS action plan that can be found on 

at (https://www.iowadnr.gov/environmental-protection/water-quality/pfas). The EPA developed PFAS 

drinking water standards in 2024. Public drinking water supplies are monitoring the compounds through 

2027 and implementing plans for reductions, if needed, by 2029. However, EPA has active rulemaking on 

this issue. Once the rule is finalized, the state of Iowa would need to evaluate the proposed standard 

prior to adoption. After that point the IR team could use some or all of the PFAS criteria for assessment. 

 

Topic: Letters containing support of the DNR’s efforts. 

Commenters: 06, 07, 10, 86, 183, 184 

DNR Response: The DNR acknowledges receipt of the comments. 

 

Topic: Agency Referrals 

Commenters: 187–193. 

Action Taken: While these concerns fall outside the regulatory scope of the 303(d) listing process, the 

DNR forwarded these comments to pertinent field offices, the DNR Water Supply Engineering Section, 

and the US Army Corps of Engineers. 

Topic: General water quality emails and letters received. 

Commenters: 194–238. 

Action Taken: The DNR acknowledges receipt of the comments; however, these comments did not 

directly apply to Iowa’s Draft 2026 Section 303(d) List or IR methodology. 
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Appendix B: Full Text of Public Comments 
 

COMMENTER 01: Daryl James, private citizen 
Date Received: February 18, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 

 
 
COMMENTER 02: Rashun Peterson, private citizen 
Date Received: February 18, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 

 
 
COMMENTER 03: Sandra Mac., private citizen 
Date Received: February 20, 2026, e-mail 
Comment:
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COMMENTER 04: Toby Harley, private citizen 
Date Received: February 24, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 

 
 
COMMENTER 05: Gaylen Wobeter, private citizen 
Date Received: February 27, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 06: Jacob Carr, private citizen 
Date Received: March 2, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 

 
 
COMMENTER 07: Pat Boddy, PE, private citizen 
Date Received: March 16, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 08: Pam Mackey Taylor, Director, Sierra Club Iowa Chapter 
Date Received: March 16, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 09: Renae Angeroth, private citizen 
Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 10: Brad Hartkopf, Senior Director, Public Policy, Iowa Association of Business and 
Industry (ABI) 
Date Received: March 18, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 11: Richard Dietz, private citizen 
Date Received: March 19, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 12: Kelley Glawe, private citizen 
Date Received: March 19, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 13: Joan M. Flecksing, CPM, MPA, Director, Meskwaki Nation 
Date Received: March 19, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 14: Arlyn L. Boelman, private citizen 
Date Received: February 26, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 15: Joe Ulman, private citizen 
Date Received: March 8, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 

 
 
COMMENTER 16: James Martin-Schramm, private citizen 
Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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Commenters 17 thru 76 submitted comments identical to comments submitted on March 13, 2026 by 
James Martin-Schramm (commenter 16). 
 
COMMENTER 17: Ronald Gulla, private citizen, Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 18: Rachel Rovine, private citizen, Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 19: Barbara Jo Matson, private citizen, Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
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COMMENTER 22: Beth Larabee, private citizen, Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 23: Jami Maxson, private citizen, Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 24: Joel Biggs, private citizen, Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 25: Jim Stewart, private citizen, Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 26: Arthur McBride, private citizen, Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 27: Arie Sirotiak, private citizen, Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 28: Elaine Donovan, private citizen, Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 29: Evalee Mickey, private citizen, Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 30: Chuck Dusing, private citizen, Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 31: Shauna Zeck, private citizen, Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 32: Steven Paulsrud, private citizen, Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 33: Adel Kessler, private citizen, Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 34: Jeff Coughlin, private citizen, Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 35: Helene Donta, private citizen, Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 36: Joel Greer, private citizen, Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 37: Marian Riggs, private citizen, Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 38: Donna Jennings, private citizen, Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 39: Pendy Colman, private citizen, Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 40: Shelley McDowell, private citizen, Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 41: J Jay Gilchrist, private citizen, Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 42: Derek Gendvil, private citizen, Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 43: Maria Taylor, private citizen, Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 44: Craig Johnson, private citizen, Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 45: Jerry Uhlman, private citizen, Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 46: Lisa Ross Thedens, private citizen, Date Received: March 14, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 47: Renee Brockway, private citizen, Date Received: March 14, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 48: Tim Hammond, private citizen, Date Received: March 14, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 49: Shaun Ahern, private citizen, Date Received: March 14, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 50: Craig Clapper, private citizen, Date Received: March 14, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 51: Sydney Landstrom, private citizen, Date Received: March 14, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 52: Patricia Fuller, private citizen, Date Received: March 15, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 53: Ginger Kohoutek, private citizen, Date Received: March 15, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 54: Birgitta Meade, private citizen, Date Received: March 15, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 55: Raymond Thys, private citizen, Date Received: March 15, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 56: Sandra Holdt, private citizen, Date Received: March 16, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 57: Mary Maher, private citizen, Date Received: March 16, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 58: Craig Clapper, private citizen, Date Received: March 16, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 59: Veronica O'Hern, private citizen, Date Received: March 16, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 60: Holly Anderson, private citizen, Date Received: March 16, 2026, e-mail 
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COMMENTER 61: Gloria Foster, private citizen, Date Received: March 16, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 62: Donna Jennings, private citizen, Date Received: March 16, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 63: Staci Stanton, private citizen, Date Received: March 16, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 64: Timothy Kautza, private citizen, Date Received: March 16, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 65: Jocelyn Chateauvert, private citizen, Date Received: March 16, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 66: Jo Iverson, private citizen, Date Received: March 16, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 67: Maria Taylor, private citizen, Date Received: March 16, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 68: Tim Hammond, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 69: Jeffrey Anderson, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 70: Donna Jennings, private citizen, Date Received: March 18, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 71: Dan and Laura Gansen, private citizen, Date Received: March 18, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 72: Chad Streff, private citizen, Date Received: March 18, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 73: Stephanie Schneider, private citizen, Date Received: March 19, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 74: Damian Williams, private citizen, Date Received: March 19, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 75: Shaun Ahern, private citizen, Date Received: March 19, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 76: Jim Green, private citizen, Date Received: March 19, 2026, e-mail 
 
The following email was received outside of the public notice period and the comments were identical 
to comments submitted on March 13, 2026 by James Martin-Schramm (commenter 17).  
 
COMMENTER 77: Will Walling, private citizen, Date Received: March 21, 2026, e-mail 
 
Commenters 78 thru 98 submitted comments similar to comments submitted on March 13, 2026 by 
James Martin-Schramm (commenter 17). 
 
COMMENTER 78: Mel Pearson, private citizen 
Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 79: Jay Howe, private citizen 
Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 

 
 
COMMENTER 80: Prudy Klinger, private citizen 
Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 81: Marie DeVries, private citizen 
Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 

 
 
COMMENTER 82: John Panning, private citizen 
Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
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Comment:

 
 
COMMENTER 83: Daniel Allerman, private citizen 
Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 84: Hayli Cox Estep, private citizen 
Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 

 
 
COMMENTER 85: Mary Ellen Miller, private citizen 
Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
Comment:

44 



 

COMMENTER 86: Madeline Winther, private citizen 
Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
Comment:

 
 
COMMENTER 87: Lizzy O’Loughlin, private citizen 
Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 88: Leo Salat, private citizen 
Date Received: March 14, 2026, e-mail 
Comment:

 
 
COMMENTER 89: Chris Papousek, private citizen 
Date Received: March 14, 2026, e-mail 
Comment:
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COMMENTER 90: Debora Wiley, private citizen 
Date Received: March 14, 2026, e-mail 
Comment:

 
 
COMMENTER 91: Christopher Klostermann, private citizen 
Date Received: March 16, 2026, e-mail 
Comment:
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COMMENTER 92: Paul Hayes, private citizen 
Date Received: March 16, 2026, e-mail 
Comment:

 
 
COMMENTER 93: Brandon Griffis Griffis, private citizen 
Date Received: March 19, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 94: Laura Amsler, private citizen 
Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 95: Sareena Madden, private citizen 
Date Received: March 14, 2026, e-mail 
Comment:

 
 
COMMENTER 96: Leland Searles, private citizen 
Date Received: March 15, 2026, e-mail 
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Comment:
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COMMENTER 97: Todd Mattison, private citizen 
Date Received: March 15, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 98: Jane Busch, private citizen 
Date Received: March 16, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 99: Leann Wells Huber, private citizen 
Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 

 
 
 
Commenters 100 thru 172 submitted comments identical to comments submitted on March 17, 2026 
by Leann Wells Huber (commenter 99).  
 
COMMENTER 100: Linda Quinn, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 101: Jody Gibson, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 102: Stacey Zuckerman, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 103: Kathy Graeve, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 104: Rachel Rovine, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 105: Gabi Glover, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 106: Jenny Held, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 107: Gregory Clancy, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 108: Melissa Pearson, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 109: Carlene Russell, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 110: Charlene Ferguson, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 111: Kay Pence, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 112: Dixie Nihsen, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
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COMMENTER 113: Dawn Ask Martin, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 114: Cindy Borske, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 115: Kathy Butler, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 116: Robert Butler, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 117: Terry Moore-Guzman, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 118: Nancy Sellers, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 119: Terry Lowman, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 120: Elaine Donovan, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 121: Dr Ann Valentine, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 122: Michel Murphy, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 123: Phil Berthelsen, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 124: Donna Jennings, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 125: Mary Anson, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 126: Virginia Swift, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 127: Mary Johnson, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 128: Catherine Kaplan, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 129: Susan White, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 130: Lucy Hansen, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 131: Connie Johnson, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 132: Conrad Wilkinson, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 133: Judith Ertz, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 134: Craig Clapper, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 135: Cecilia Fogarty, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 136: Jerry Denhartog, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 137: Jo Ann Kovar, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 138: Alexander Honigsblum, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 139: Emily Johnson, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 140: Chris Busselberg, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 141: Larissa Boeck, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 142: Brandt Amlie, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 143: Beth Drewelow, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 144: Nancy Scholten, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 145: Sue Biederman, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 146: Melody Smith, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 147: Carla Wilson, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 148: Jessica Heiden, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 149: Peter Rose, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 150: Patricia Sheller, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 151: Michelle Sillman, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 152: Michelle Benes, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 153: Todd Southworth, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 154: Evalee Mickey, private citizen, Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 155: Ernest Steward, private citizen, Date Received: March 18, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 156: Judy Cohen, private citizen, Date Received: March 18, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 157: Linda Bearbower, private citizen, Date Received: March 18, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 158: Sophie Freudenberg, private citizen, Date Received: March 18, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 159: Connie Johnson, private citizen, Date Received: March 18, 2026, e-mail 
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COMMENTER 160: Mindy Kruckenberg, private citizen, Date Received: March 18, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 161: Carmen Minor, private citizen, Date Received: March 18, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 162: William Romaine, private citizen, Date Received: March 18, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 163: Chris Cotant, private citizen, Date Received: March 18, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 164: Lesley Goodyk, private citizen, Date Received: March 18, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 165: Laura Garro, private citizen, Date Received: March 18, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 166: Linda Myatt, private citizen, Date Received: March 18, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 167: Kathleen Brown, private citizen, Date Received: March 18, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 168: Stephen Tews, private citizen, Date Received: March 18, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 169: Martin Monroe, private citizen, Date Received: March 18, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 170: Daniel Rosmann, private citizen, Date Received: March 18, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 171: Jane Schockemoehl, private citizen, Date Received: March 18, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 172: Diane Cook, private citizen, Date Received: March 18, 2026, e-mail 
 
The following comments were received outside of the public notice period and the comments were 
identical to comments submitted on March 17, 2026 by Leann Wells Huber (commenter 99). 
 
COMMENTER 173: James Brown, private citizen, Date Received: March 20, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 174: Jessica Melkus, private citizen, Date Received: March 20, 2026, e-mail 
COMMENTER 175: Irene Mclain, private citizen, Date Received: March 22, 2026, e-mail 
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Commenters 176 thru 180 submitted comments similar to comments submitted on March 17, 2026 by 
Leann Wells Huber (commenter 99).  
 
COMMENTER 176: Eloise Gardner, private citizen 
Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 177: Jesse Heiar, private citizen 
Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 178: Roxanne Jackson, private citizen 
Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 179: Helene Sicard-Cowan, private citizen 
Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 180: J Jay Gilchrist, private citizen 
Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 181: Michael R. Schmidt, General Counsel, Iowa Environmental Council 
Date Received: March 19, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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The following reference exhibits submitted by IEC are not included in this responsiveness summary. 
These documents are publicly available and copies are available upon request from either EPA Region 7 
or the DNR.  
●​ Exhibit A. EPA Partial Disapproval of Iowa’s 2024 Section 303(d) List  
●​ Exhibit B. EPA Response to Comments on Partial Disapproval of Iowa’s 2024 Section 303(d) List  
●​ Exhibit C. IDNR Comment in Response to EPA’s Partial Disapproval of Iowa’s 2024 Section 303(d) List  
●​ Exhibit D. EPA Rescission of Partial Disapproval of Iowa’s 2024 Section 303(d) List 
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●​ Exhibit E. IEC, ELPC, & FWW Letter in Response to EPA’s Rescission of Partial Disapproval  
●​ Exhibit F. Agenda for Multi-State Farm Bureau Listening Session with EPA Region 7 
 
COMMENTER 182: Dan Haug, Water Quality Specialist, Prairie Rivers of Iowa 
Date Received: March 19, 2026, e-mail 
Comment:
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COMMENTER 183: Amy Kahler, CPA, CEO & General Manager, Des Moines Water Works 
Date Received: March 19, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 184: Tami Madsen, Executive Director, Central Iowa Water Works 
Date Received: March 19, 2026, e-mail 
Comment:
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COMMENTER 185: Robert G. Riley, Jr., private citizen 
Date Received: March 16, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 186: Jennifer Sinkler, private citizen 
Date Received: March 19, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 

 
 
COMMENTER 187: James Miles, private citizen 
Date Received: February 17, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 188: Mike Harward, Distribution Manager, Ottumwa Waterworks 
Date Received: February 19, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 189: Roger Ruden, private citizen 
Date Received: February 20, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 190: LouRene Iles, private citizen 
Date Received: February 25, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 

 
 
DNR Response: This comment was forwarded to Field Office 2 in Mason City, IA. 
COMMENTER 191: Donald Lanktree, private citizen 
Date Received: February 27, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 192: Gayle Hanby, private citizen 
Date Received: March 8, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 193: Steve Gruhn, 42 Biochar/ Big Blue Ventures, private citizen 
Date Received: March 8, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 194: Joshua Adam Moore, private citizen 
Date Received: February 19, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 195: Louise Odle, private citizen 
Date Received: February 17, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 

 
 
COMMENTER 196: Don Engebretson, private citizen 
Date Received: February 17, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 

 
 
COMMENTER 197: JoAn Stevenson, private citizen 
Date Received: February 18, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 198: Jim Herrig, private citizen 
Date Received: February 17, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 199: Erik Carlson, private citizen 
Date Received: February 17, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 200: Glenn Nelson, private citizen 
Date Received: February 18, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 

 
 
COMMENTER 201: Judy Grethen, private citizen 
Date Received: February 18, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 202: Patrick Smith, Public Works Director, City of Moville 
Date Received: February 18, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 

 
 
COMMENTER 203: Richard Packebush, private citizen 
Date Received: February 19, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 204: Janet Nelson, private citizen 
Date Received: February 19, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 

 
 
COMMENTER 205: Brian Driggs, private citizen 
Date Received: February 19, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 206: Brice Broz, private citizen 
Date Received: February 20, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 

 
 
 
COMMENTER 207: Jennifer Proctor, private citizen 
Date Received: February 23, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 208: Karolyn Knoll, private citizen 
Date Received: February 23, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 

 
 
COMMENTER 209: Russ Ver Ploeg, private citizen 
Date Received: February 24, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 

 
 
COMMENTER 210: Mary Mitchell, private citizen 
Date Received: February 24, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 211: Ron McConnell, private citizen 
Date Received: February 24, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 

 
 
COMMENTER 212: Kevin Eicher, private citizen 
Date Received: February 25, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 213: Douglas Pedersen, private citizen 
Date Received: February 25, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 

 
 
COMMENTER 214: lyla yost, private citizen 
Date Received: February 27, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 215: Mike, NW Iowa, private citizen 
Date Received: March 8, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 

 
 
COMMENTER 216: Nicole Dickenson, private citizen 
Date Received: February 23, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 217: Kevin Kenny, private citizen 
Date Received: February 25, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 

 
 
COMMENTER 218: Kay Vifian, private citizen 
Date Received: March 19, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 219: Pat Hayes, private citizen 
Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 

 
 
 
COMMENTER 220: Patricia Bowen, private citizen 
Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 

 
 

 

119 



 

COMMENTER 221: Joni Hutchinson, private citizen 
Date Received: March 16, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 

 
 
 
COMMENTER 222: Judson Barr, private citizen 
Date Received: March 16, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 223: Jeff Chungath, private citizen 
Date Received: March 16, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 224: Russ Ver Ploeg, private citizen 
Date Received: March 16, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 

 
 
COMMENTER 225: Loree Miles, private citizen 
Date Received: March 16, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 226: Gregory Wery, private citizen 
Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 227: David W. Miles, private citizen 
Date Received: March 17, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 228: Jackie Stolze, private citizen 
Date Received: March 16, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 

 
 
COMMENTER 229: Eric Doll, PLA, CPSI, Park Planner, Parks and Recreation, West Des Moines 
Date Received: March 16, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 

 
 

 

125 



 

COMMENTER 230: Erin Kelly, private citizen 
Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 

 
 
COMMENTER 231: Paul Uzel, private citizen 
Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 232: Roger L White, private citizen 
Date Received: March 15, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 233: Erich Kretzinger, Chairman, Boone County Board of Supervisors 
Date Received: March 13, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 234: Alex Anderson, private citizen 
Date Received: March 16, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 

 
 
COMMENTER 235: Angela Tyler, private citizen 
Date Received: March 16, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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COMMENTER 236: Ellen Yee, private citizen 
Date Received: March 16, 2026, e-mail 
Comment: 
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	Comments on the 2026 Impaired Waters Report
1 message
Jay Howe <jehgfldia@gmail.com>	Fri, Mar 13, 2026 at 1:18 PM
Reply-To: Jay Howe <jehgfldia@gmail.com>
To: IDNR IR Comments <IRcomment@dnr.iowa.gov>
Dear IDNR IR Comments,

Dear Iowa DNR,

I am writing to comment on the draft 2026 list of impaired waters. I am concerned that the list does not reflect the risks to drinking water due to high nitrate concentrations, including in major rivers across the state. High nitrate levels are a statewide problem. The DNR should use all available data to assess which waters do not always meet the safe drinking water standard.

The list also needs to reflect the risks of toxic chemicals. Because Iowa has not yet adopted numeric standards, the DNR needs to assess whether these chemicals violate the prohibition against harmful chemicals in toxic amounts.

I encourage the DNR to reevaluate the available data to better inform Iowans of potential risks and to help make Iowa’s waters drinkable, swimmable, and safe for our health and our environment.
I recognize DNR professionals must contend with Iowa lawmakers who are beholden to big ag, Farm Bureau et al. Please do the best you can to furnish Iowans with objective information about the status of public domain waters, and ways in which they can be effectively monitored and remedials deployed.
Thank you,

Sincerely,
Jay Howe
PO Bx 86 513 SW 3rd St
Greenfield, IA 50849 
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	COMMENTER 81: Marie DeVries, private citizen 
	Comments on the 2026 Impaired Waters Report
1 message
Marie DeVries <marie.devries@gmail.com>	Fri, Mar 13, 2026 at 1:21 PM
Reply-To: Marie DeVries <marie.devries@gmail.com>
To: IDNR IR Comments <IRcomment@dnr.iowa.gov>
Dear IDNR IR Comments,

Dear Iowa DNR,

I am writing to comment on the draft 2026 list of impaired waters. I am concerned that the list does not reflect the risks to drinking water due to high nitrate concentrations, including in major rivers across the state. High nitrate levels are a statewide problem. The DNR should use all available data to assess which waters do not always meet the safe drinking water standard.

Our group in Mount Vernon has been testing local surface water for the past three years. We'll soon start year four! We know first hand the condition of Iowa water; it's not a pretty picture.

The list also needs to reflect the risks of toxic chemicals. Because Iowa has not yet adopted numeric standards, the DNR needs to assess whether these chemicals violate the prohibition against harmful chemicals in toxic amounts.

I encourage the DNR to reevaluate the available data to better inform Iowans of potential risks and to help make Iowa’s waters drinkable, swimmable, and safe for our health and our environment.

Thank you,
Marie DeVries

Sincerely,
Marie DeVries
213 10th Ave SW
Mount Vernon, IA 52314 
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	Comments on the 2026 Impaired Waters Report
1 message
Daniel Allerman <dballerman@gmail.com>	Fri, Mar 13, 2026 at 1:48 PM
Reply-To: Daniel Allerman <dballerman@gmail.com>
To: IDNR IR Comments <IRcomment@dnr.iowa.gov>
Dear IDNR IR Comments,

Dear Iowa DNR,

Thank you for taking the time to read my message. I was born in Iowa and have lived 41 years here, spending a lot of time making memories on Iowa's waterways. My friends and I spend a lot of time on the Raccoon River west of Des Moines (Redfield area) every summer, so I am concerned to see that river listed as an impaired waterway. I am more concerned that the impaired waters list does not reflect the risks to drinking water due to high nitrate concentrations, in the Raccoon and other major waterways across the state. High nitrate levels are a statewide problem. The DNR should use all available data to assess which waters do not always meet the safe drinking water standard.

The list also needs to reflect the risks of toxic chemicals. Because Iowa has not yet adopted numeric standards, we need the DNR to assess whether these chemicals violate the prohibition against harmful chemicals in toxic amounts. Our state's growing cancer rate is alarming, and we need your help to address it by helping to clean up our waterways.

I urge the DNR to reevaluate the available data to help Iowans stay informed about potential risks and to help make Iowa’s waters drinkable, swimmable, and safe for our health and our environment.

Thank you,

Sincerely,
Daniel Allerman
8076 Cobblestone Rd
Urbandale, IA 50322 
	COMMENTER 84: Hayli Cox Estep, private citizen 
	Comments on the 2026 Impaired Waters Report
1 message
Hayli Cox Estep <haylimayli@gmail.com>	Fri, Mar 13, 2026 at 2:09 PM
Reply-To: Hayli Cox Estep <haylimayli@gmail.com>
To: IDNR IR Comments <IRcomment@dnr.iowa.gov>
Dear IDNR IR Comments,

Dear Iowa DNR,

As a newer Iowa resident and educator, I am writing to comment on the draft 2026 list of impaired waters. I am concerned that the list does not reflect the risks to drinking water due to high nitrate concentrations, including in major rivers across the state. High nitrate levels are a statewide problem. The DNR should use all available data to assess which waters do not always meet the safe drinking water standard.

The list also needs to reflect the risks of toxic chemicals. Because Iowa has not yet adopted numeric standards, the DNR needs to assess whether these chemicals violate the prohibition against harmful chemicals in toxic amounts.

I encourage the DNR to reevaluate the available data to better inform Iowans of potential risks and to help make Iowa’s waters drinkable, swimmable, and safe for our health and our environment.

Thank you,

Hayli

Sincerely,
Hayli Cox Estep
1301 North President Avenue
Mason City, IA 50401 
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	COMMENTER 87: Lizzy O’Loughlin, private citizen 
	Comments on the 2026 Impaired Waters Report
1 message
Lizzy O’Loughlin <lizzy.oloughlin@gmail.com>	Fri, Mar 13, 2026 at 3:20 PM
Reply-To: Lizzy O Loughlin <lizzy.oloughlin@gmail.com>
To: IDNR IR Comments <IRcomment@dnr.iowa.gov>
Dear IDNR IR Comments,

Dear Iowa DNR,

I am writing to comment on the draft 2026 list of impaired waters. I have lived in Iowa my entire life. I would like to stay here, but my husband and I are expecting our first child and we will not stay somewhere where safe water is not a priority.

I am concerned that the list does not reflect the risks to drinking water due to high nitrate concentrations, including in major rivers across the state. High nitrate levels are a statewide problem. The DNR should use all available data to assess which waters do not always meet the safe drinking water standard.

The list also needs to reflect the risks of toxic chemicals. Because Iowa has not yet adopted numeric standards, the DNR needs to assess whether these chemicals violate the prohibition against harmful chemicals in toxic amounts.

I encourage the DNR to reevaluate the available data to better inform Iowans of potential risks and to help make Iowa’s waters drinkable, swimmable, and safe for our health and our environment.

Thank you,

Sincerely,
Lizzy O’Loughlin
1253 Westland Ave
Waterloo, IA 50701 
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	COMMENTER 182: Dan Haug, Water Quality Specialist, Prairie Rivers of Iowa 
	PRI comments on 2026 impaired waters list.pdf Page 1 of 2

March 19, 2026 Iowa Department of Natural Resources Attn: IR Comments Water Quality Monitoring & Assessment Section 6200 Park Ave, Suite 200 Des Moines, IA 50321 Email: IRcomment@dnr.iowa.gov RE: Draft 2026 Impaired Waters List and Integrated Report Dear Water Quality Monitoring and Assessment Section: Prairie Rivers of Iowa offers the following comments on the draft 2026 integrated report.   We appreciate all the work that goes into this assessment, from the scientists identifying fish and collecting water samples in the field to the programmers working to add features to BioNet, AQuIA and ADBNet.  Iowa assesses a larger proportion of our river and stream miles than five of the six neighboring states and we have found Iowa’s platforms to be among the easiest to use. However, we are disappointed by the attitude of willful ignorance which the Iowa DNR often takes when interpreting this wealth of data.  We have concerns about the Waters in Need of Further Investigation list (WINOFI), impairments of drinking water use (Class C) in rivers due to high nitrate, and failure to set numeric criteria for microcystin and phosphorus in lakes. Waters in Need of Further Investigation (WINOFI) Since 2020, Prairie Rivers of Iowa and the City of Ames have collected monthly water samples at 15 stream sites in Story County, which are analyzed by a certified lab for nitrate-nitrogen, total phosphorus, total suspended solids, and E. coli.  We appreciate that our E. coli data was requested and has been included in the assessment.  Over the past few years, this has resulted in 11 stream segments moving from category 3a (not assessed) to category 3b (potentially impaired, or Waters in Need of Further Investigation).  However, we have made multiple inquiries about getting a quality assurance plan approved by the DNR and never received any response. The placement of Ioway Creek (IA 03-SSK-954) on the 2026 WINOFI list is particularly galling because we have known about its water quality problems for so long.  The City of Ames began monitoring fecal coliform in Ioway Creek (formerly known as Squaw Creek) in 2001, following the discovery of several illicit septic discharges to a tributary.  Volunteers with the IOWATER program did regular bacteria testing from 2002-2014, and their data was used to identify and repair cracked sewer line.  Watershed snapshots were held from 2008 to 2012 with lab support from USGS or DNR.  A use attainability analysis was done in 2010, confirming that the creek is used for children’s play, swimming, kayaking, and fishing.  A watershed plan was written in 2014.  Our watershed project included twice a month E. coli testing from 2016-2018.  Over this timeframe, E. coli geomeans have consistently exceeded the primary contact and sometimes the secondary contract recreation standard.  
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	COMMENTER 185: Robert G. Riley, Jr., private citizen 
	Public comments on water quality in iowa
1 message
Bob Riley <rgrileyjr@feedenergy.com>	Mon, Mar 16, 2026 at 9:41 AM
To: "ircomment@dnr.iowa.gov" <ircomment@dnr.iowa.gov>
To whom it may concern

First. when the legislators at the capital eliminated funding for the water monitoring program administered at the University of Iowa, our ability to understand our water quality was severely hampered. They're attitude of "What you don't know won't hurt you" Is completely wrong headed and needs to be reversed.

Second, when the DNR indicates the inability to test many of the waters in Iowa due to staffing shortages, it is related to the freezing and cutting of various line items at the Department of natural resources, and a lack of funding from the same legislators mentioned above. "Shrinking government so small that you could drown it in a bathtub" Does not serve the public interest.

Third, the criteria for listing and de-listing seems Arbitrary and capricious, Even though the EPA has designated specific parameters, Sampling techniques, interpretation of results, frequency of testing, strategic seasonal testing, low and high flow optional testing time can all skew the data for the purposes of "making it seem as though we are doing something" (A direct quote from Dean Lemke from  IDALS about the purpose of the Iowa nutrient reduction strategy at its rollout at Iowa Farm Bureau in 2013.)

Fourth, The proposals in front of the legislature In the last few years to defund monitoring, reverse the constitutional amendment creating the natural resources and outdoor recreation trust fund, testing the E. coli in the river to verify the DNA of the particular species to whom it belongs, and the current proposal for an Iowa Farm bill that doesn't have adequate provisions for soil quality and water quality, all points to an attitude by state officials and elected representatives that they are pursuing an agenda that is counter to the Citizen of Iowa, who continually voice their opinion that they want clean water.

In Summary:
I do not believe the data as presented is an adequate picture of Iowa water quality. The fact that we have had Effectively zero change in the number of impaired water bodies Over the last 10 years indicates the need for more monitoring (which will undoubtedly raise the number of water bodies on the impaired waters list ) and more action (5 or 10 times present resources) by the executive branch to reduce this list. One of the most effective indicators of a true desire to solve the problem would be to pass the 3/8 of a cent sales tax that was approved by the voters in 2010 by 62%, which now polls at 82%, Which would add $200 million to the natural resources and outdoor recreation trust fund, an adequate start to a long-term multi billion dollar effort to make water great again.

Robert G. Riley, Jr. 
2910 Cayuga Point 
Des Moines Iowa 50321
(515)229-9100 
Rgrileyjr@rileyresourcegroup.com 
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	COMMENTER 188: Mike Harward, Distribution Manager, Ottumwa Waterworks 

	Water related concerns and public comment
1 message
Mike Harward <mikeharward@ottumwawaterworks.com>	Thu, Feb 19, 2026 at 6:49 AM
To: "ircomment@dnr.iowa.gov" <ircomment@dnr.iowa.gov>
   Hello, my name is Michael Harward and I am sharing my concerns as well as frustrations regarding this very topic. I am a grade 4 water distribution operator as well as a grade 1 treatment license holder. I have been employed by the Ottumwa Water Works for 27 years and have been the distribution manager for the last 10 years. We are a surface water treatment facility and are very versed in the challenges of treating surface water with the effects of contaminants,nitrate levels and turbidity issues that change dailey. In 2018 I brought it to the DNR and the Corp of Engineers that a local farmer had been severely altering a local tributary to the Des Moines River by removing natural bends in our local creek for his own personal gain without permission or permitting from both the DNR and the corp. He had done this on 2 other occasions before the one that I brought to the DNR's attention, while the statute of limitations had expired on the previous alterations but can be verified by photos and ariel images of him literally in the act of damming up the stream and rerouting it just as he was doing when I notified your agency. It seemed to fall on deaf ears at the higher levels and went TOTALLY unpunished multiple violations were committed and not 1 single citation was issued...This seriously upsets me as I am a steward of our waterways and the conservation and ethical use of these resources are are my duty to treat with care as a Water Utility Professional. Each and every time this farmer removes and alters this stream it intensifies the velocity of the water in elevated flow events which creates considerable more erosion and turbidity is elevated as well as pulling more nitrates in the water from the nearby farm fields. THIS was a very large violation and carries a large impact on our resources for years to come by his blatant disregard for our water quality and the impact these changes created down stream. The DNR issues citations for chemical spills, manure spills , fish kills which certainly need dealt with as well but are ultimately a short term damages individually while the damage created by this farmer will remain and will have lasting effects for years to come both in erosion and loss of quality farm ground by others and increasing the turbidity in the stream by increasing the velocity to the bends down stream. I am disappointed that this individual was not held  accountable and to the same standards that the rest of us individuals who are trying to be good stewards of our resources and the municipal utility that serves our community by following rules and regulations which all comes with a large cost that ends up being handed down to our customers to stay within the guidelines and to be the caretakers of such a valuable resource. This was a very large impact on those and will have a lasting impact on generations to come. I appreciate the opportunity to voice my concern and am honored to be a water professional that serves a community with safe,dependable, quality water daily. Thank you.

--
Mike Harward
Ottumwa Waterworks 
Office 641-684-4606
Cell 641-208-3244 
	 
	COMMENTER 189: Roger Ruden, private citizen 

	Dredge O’Leary’s lake
1 message
Roger&Patti <fly0549@gmail.com>	Fri, Feb 20, 2026 at 1:36 PM
To: IRcomment@dnr.iowa.gov
Hello. My name is Roger ruden. I live in Dubuque Iowa. I’m 76 years old. I began fishing in O’Leary’s lake on the Wisconsin side of the river by lock and dam number 11 when I was 10 years old. There were always plenty of fish to catch because the water was a good 15 to 20 ft. Deep. There is a canal we call “the cut” that connects the lake to the river.

I’ve continued to fish there my whole life. Followed by my son and now my grandson. Of all the fishing places in the Tristate area. No place gets as much fishing traffic as O’Leary’s lake. It’s not uncommon to see 75 to 100 people there in the spring when water levels are high. But as soon as the river goes down to a normal level. Around 8ft. The water gets so low in the lake that the fish move out and the water becomes stagnant. What used to be 15 to20 ft depth is now 6ft. Deep and less than that when the river drops below normal.

It didn’t help when a couple years ago a few barges broke loose and became lodged in the rollers of the dam. It causes a strong current to enter the lake and deposit mud in the bottom of the lake.

The reason I’m sending this email is because I think the lake should be dredged. It would give so many people a chance to enjoy the fun of catching fish. Especially young children. Not everyone has access to a boat. Most people don’t. And O’Leary’s has a nice sized parking lot and the lake is very accessible to the average fisherman.

Thanks. Roger 
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	COMMENTER 194: Joshua Adam Moore, private citizen 

	Water Quality and Me
1 message
Space Man <twothirdsmoon@gmail.com>	Thu, Feb 19, 2026 at 1:37 AM
To: IRcomment@dnr.iowa.gov
Hello and Good Day! My name is Joshua Adam Moore, born in 1979 and I've lived in Southeast Iowa my entire life. I'm quite a bit of a river rat and spend a lot of time on the rivers and creeks of Southeast Iowa recreationally.  I am a fisherman and even ice fish. I grew up in Lee County Iowa, but have lived in Iowa City since 2007. I even fish the creek through town for fun. My first hometown was Montrose, Iowa but graduated from High School in Fort Madison. Water quality has always been a concern of mine. I witnessed a massive fish kill of sturgeon as a kid in the Des Moines river in the 80's and in the flood of 1993 a large pointy nosed yellow frog, big as a bullfrog only lived in a small spring fed creek in abundance in Montrose and it went extinct in the flood only several years later when I befriended somebody in college who became a DNR worker did I realize it was likely an undescribed species. I could show you were it's bones are. 
3 years later in 1996 I was fishing in a slough near Rabbit Island with my friend and neighbor Jason. We had traveled through a train yard in Fort Madison to get a small RR bridge to a place I still consider the best fishing spot I'd ever visited. That hot summer day was the last day I ever stepped foot near it. At the time the train yard looked surreal, every puddle and ditch was a miniature wetland filled with cranes and turtles and every critter you'd expect in any wetland.  Driving as far as you can and parking there is an old factory submerged and one of the walls forms a peninsula jutting out into the back water on the west side of the tracks the underwater wall has a door in it. The right side has the corner of the old factory that forms sort of a pond with a right angle wall. This was flooded when the dam in Keokuk was built. The tracks plowed right through it. I started fishing near the wall and Jason walked farther down the tracks, right away he cried out for me to come see this animal laying on this fallen tree,I started walking and he yelled for me to run. When I got to us side he said it had jumped in the water. Now Jason and I spent a lot our youth catching snakes and being in the woods and he had the most shocked look on his face I had ever seen. He said it had the body like a giant snake, I asked was it a snake and he emphatically said not it had flipper like fins and a head like a big deer. He said he caught it sleeping and it woke up when he started yelling and raised it long neck to look at him, looked in my direction running and took off. He then yelled and pointed there it is!  I looked and no more than 25 feet away from us this creature was breaking the surface as it went through the doorway in the underwater wall. I know this description of it's skin will seem crazy, but it was scaleless and deep dark sapphire blue almost black and it had bright yellow splotches and spots on it that formed a striped pattern. It was wider than a man and barely fit through the door. It formed a hump in the water as it moved. We actually ran to the other side by the car where the animal had traveled to and though the water was shallow it was murky moss green water and we oddly could not spot it. We left and never went back as we were impressed by it to say the least. I have thought a lot about it, I will not swim in the Mississippi River because of it among other reasons. I camp on river banks all the time. I know other people who have seen one including a friend who lived in a cabin south of Montrose directly on the bank of the Mississippi River and I know how shocked he was by it, afraid it would eat his toddler they moved. He saw it twice, the first time it was during a torrential thunderstorm at night and he was standing in his kitchen and it was swimming up river with it's long neck sticking up and creating a big wake. He was terrified of it. I had another coworker in Ft Madison that found a small dead one about 4-6 feet long near Keokuk and she said it looked like something you would expect to see on a coral reef it had pink whiskers. She like me thought we were just ignorant to what it was. When I saw one in 1996 it was the beginning of the internet. She said nobody would believe her and was shocked I had seen one albeit an adult. I have pondered it's seemingly unbelievable color scheme often as it is the most improbable part of it, how does it stay hidden, but it's genius camouflage. It lays on the bank in the shade and the light speckling through the canopy and resembling light similar to a fawn.  Blue and yellow make green. I realized something about it like 10+ years ago when playing disc golf somebody threw a blue and yellow tie dye disk it got about 100 feet from us spinning and with the canopy of the forest behind it, dissapeared, all of us witnessed it and likened it to the alien camo in 
	 
	COMMENTER 195: Louise Odle, private citizen 

	(no subject)
1 message
rl5657@aol.com <rl5657@aol.com>	Tue, Feb 17, 2026 at 1:43 PM
To: "ircomment@dnr.iowa.gov" <ircomment@dnr.iowa.gov>
Healthy water is a necessity.  Please follow science and make the changes necessary for improvement.  Louise Odle, 5311 Hyacinth Dr. #58, Cedar Falls, IA 50613 
	 
	COMMENTER 196: Don Engebretson, private citizen 

	Fresh water pollution
1 message
Don Engebretson <1909case45@gmail.com>	Tue, Feb 17, 2026 at 1:53 PM
To: IRcomment@dnr.iowa.gov
We are being killed with farm and livestock runoff. Our tax dollars pay your department to monitor this. I have to say as of now you have failed miserably! 
	COMMENTER 197: JoAn Stevenson, private citizen 

	Water quality
1 message
JoAn Stevenson <author.j.stevenson@gmail.com>	Wed, Feb 18, 2026 at 8:12 AM
To: IRcomment@dnr.iowa.gov
Please, please do something about our water quality!!

Cancer rates are so high in Iowa and I am sure there is a connection to all the farm chemicals!

Why have you allowed all these animal confinements? They are everywhere! They pollute our air and water! 

I hope and pray that Chris Jones gets elected as Ag Secretary. I hope he can help turn this situation around!! 
Fighting big ag will be an uphill battle. The Republicans, corporate greed and the rich have ruined our state environment. I am thankful that Chris is running! And the Iowa legislature needs to be turned blue!! 

Sincerely,
JoAn N Nelson
Decorah 
	 
	COMMENTER 198: Jim Herrig, private citizen 

	WATER QUALITY COMMENT
1 message
Jim Herrig <herrigj@mchsi.com>	Tue, Feb 17, 2026 at 4:57 PM
Reply-To: Jim Herrig <herrigj@mchsi.com>
To: IRcomment@dnr.iowa.gov
The state of Iowa has loosened restrictions on water quality and permits the excessive use of chemicals on Iowa land to the detriment of Iowa's people especially
including those who farm and live in areas that have substantial farming in their county.
This leads to poor health and high rates of cancer overloading critical access hospitals.
It is time to support better stewardship of both land and water.
anything the lessens standards or enforcement of existing standards is destructive policy that only caters to corporate farming often owned
by out of state corporations.
this is the fault of the current governor and Iowa's republican legislature.
The time to care about people over corporate profits is way overdue. 
	 
	COMMENTER 199: Erik Carlson, private citizen 
	COMMENTER 200: Glenn Nelson, private citizen 

	Comment On Water Quality Report (Draft)
1 message
Glenn Nelson <glenn.nelson@uni.edu>	Wed, Feb 18, 2026 at 10:28 AM
To: ircomment@dnr.iowa.gov
As a fisher and well-water drinker, I am concerned at the state of our waters.  If the  DNR needs more resources to better monitor, please provide them.
I am looking forward to some meaningful legislation to bring back clean water to Iowans. 
	COMMENTER 201: Judy Grethen, private citizen 

	water setback
1 message
Judy Grethen <rjgrethe@yourstarnet.net>	Wed, Feb 18, 2026 at 3:41 PM
To: IRcomment@dnr.iowa.gov
I am suggesting that Iowa should require all farming operations to have a setback from water sources of at least 50 feet to protect them from being contaminated.  I think this would be a tremendous help in water quality for the entire state.

 

Thank you for listening. 
	 
	COMMENTER 202: Patrick Smith, Public Works Director, City of Moville 
	COMMENTER 203: Richard Packebush, private citizen 
	COMMENTER 204: Janet Nelson, private citizen 

	Water Quality
1 message
Janet Nelson <beccaben7@gmail.com>	Thu, Feb 19, 2026 at 11:15 AM
To: IRcomment@dnr.iowa.gov
I live in rural Iowa surrounded by farmland, to me it's obvious why Iowa is having water quality issues. To start, farmers have been removing all forms of vegetation from their land other than corn/beans. Gone are the windbreaks, fence rows, native grasses. Even the road ditches are now void of diversity as without fences they are easily mowed. When the Iowa wind blows the soil now goes with it, including all the farm chemicals within it. These chemicals end up in the creeks, streams, towns and eventually our lungs and drinking water! I hear constantly in the media about all the conservation practices farmers have implemented but in reality, if you look around very little is being done. Where are all these no-till fields, cover crops, wetlands? Why are farmers allowed to tile as much as they do, plant right up to a water way and apply anhydrous in the fall! My understanding is anhydrous shouldn't be applied in the fall unless at a minimum soil temperatures are below 50 degrees, it's not difficult to see this isn't always happening. I hear farmers complaining about all the regulations they have to follow nowadays, but in reality, once back on the farm they do what they want. It's so obvious why Iowa has water quality problems and high cancer rates and it's laughable that our politician's on both sides choose not to admit it! Polluted waters and the cancer rate in Iowa will never be reduced if we don't point out the actual problem, farmers! They apply the chemicals, tile the fields, cut down the trees. Do not try to fix the problem with taxpayer dollars, the farming industry has the money to fix this problem! Now's the time, the world has a glut of corn/beans due to increased competition from other countries! The only way to fix this problem is to reduce the amount of corn/beans produced in Iowa and replace it with actual beneficial conservation practices! Unfortunately, this will never happen as the agriculture industry in Iowa has become too powerful and politicians on both sides need its political contributions. 
	 
	COMMENTER 205: Brian Driggs, private citizen 

	Iowa Water Pollution
1 message
Brian Driggs <brian.driggs@gmail.com>	Thu, Feb 19, 2026 at 4:57 PM
To: IRcomment@dnr.iowa.gov
To whom, 

Four years ago, I moved to Iowa City from Phoenix, in part because I thought access to so many public waterways would make up for the appalling lack of public lands here. Imagine my surprise, upon landing, to learn most waterways are riddled with toxins, thanks to farmers. 

There's almost as much bullshit in the water as there is in the talking points pushing back against any kind of common sense mitigation. You know it. I know it. Everybody knows it. 

Our water is poisoned every day by FARMERS who consider it their "god-given right" to do whatever the hell they want on their land. These people are willfully poisoning the rest of us because we couldn't possibly inconvenience them by forcing them to literally keep the shit on their own land.

People in Arizona have been preparing for armed conflict around water rights for a decade. 

People in the Gulf of Mexico have known IOWA is the single largest contributor to the dead zone for just as long if not longer. 

Today Iowa is framing this as minor inconvenience to a small cohort of extremists. The reality is, Iowa famers are responsible for poisoning their neighbors and killing entire industries downstream. At some point, somebody's going to have to answer for that. 

I, for one, am sick of being lectured "ANF" by wealthy landowners, most of whom don't even actively farm, themselves, as if the reason my family ate today is because ethanol and pork. 

Iowa  
	 
	COMMENTER 206: Brice Broz, private citizen 

	Water Troubles
1 message
Brice Broz <brozbrice@gmail.com>	Fri, Feb 20, 2026 at 7:16 AM
To: "ircomment@dnr.iowa.gov" <ircomment@dnr.iowa.gov>
Good morning Iowa DNR,

I understand that we have troubling levels of nitrates in our water way systems, specifically within our Iowa river systems. 

There may be a simple solution to this problem of utilizing natures eco engineers up stream in these problem water ways. Yes, by eco engineers I do mean beavers. Simply boost beaver populations/activity in upstream water ways. 

Allow them to gain foothold with there activities, AKA dam building. The dams create wetlands and/or ponds, the slowing of the water flow can create conditions for… microbial denitrification. Allow the bacterial to transition nitrates to nitrogen gas. A pre-filter prior to Iowa’s major population centers.

Not only will the slowing of water assist the filtration of nitrates. They can also provide reduced erosion, more wetland habitats that bolster other species, mitigate drought, flood control, and wildfire resistance. 

I envision that boosting the beaver population among these water ways only hold net positives. Just an idea to add to whatever solution board that may exist out there. 

I myself have been in Iowa since 2021, I’ve witnessed first hand Iowa’s water supply year after year since then continue to worsen. 

Let me know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Brice Broz, MS, LAT, ATC 
	COMMENTER 207: Jennifer Proctor, private citizen 

	Mandate testing at all points in our water system
1 message
Jennifer Proctor <jennifer.proctor6942@gmail.com>	Mon, Feb 23, 2026 at 4:27 PM
To: IRcomment@dnr.iowa.gov
As an Iowan for the past 25 years, I am concerned that the practices of agriculture over the same time frame of recommendation has not been successful. My children are graduating from high school and college and may choose to leave a state that has not taken the safety of its citizens seriously. We must make clean water a priority and require like our neighbors to the north mandated practices to protect our communities from cancer and other diseases.  Farmers should be required to participate as well as be given financial resources to meet the requirements.
Iowans want to stay but if nothing changes, we can’t expect different results!

Jennifer Proctor 6942 Brookview Dr Urbandale 50322 
	 
	COMMENTER 208: Karolyn Knoll, private citizen 

	For public comment
1 message
Karolyn Knoll <karolyn.knoll@gmail.com>	Mon, Feb 23, 2026 at 5:45 PM
To: IRcomment@dnr.iowa.gov
Hello,

I believe there is a more sustainable path forward for farmers, but it's unfortunately going to take time to catch on. If wool/fiber pellets could be added to fields, they would be slow release nitrogen and sufficiently reduce nitrates in our Iowa water supply. 

Best,
Karolyn Knoll
21901 V Ave
Dallas Center, IA 50063
(626) 840-4023 
	COMMENTER 209: Russ Ver Ploeg, private citizen 

	My comment on water quality
1 message
Russ Ver Ploeg <rvp@verploegarch.com>	Tue, Feb 24, 2026 at 8:06 AM
To: "IRcomment@dnr.iowa.gov" <IRcomment@dnr.iowa.gov>
I hate that Iowa has some of the most polluted surface water in the country. It should be fixed by legislation and adequate funding. We are well past the time for comments and studies. With 80% of our pollutants coming from the agricultural industry, the solution has to start with them, regardless of how powerful their lobby is.
Sent from my iPhone 
	COMMENTER 210: Mary Mitchell, private citizen 

	To much nitrites in our water!
1 message
Mary Mitchell <mitchmary0210@gmail.com>	Tue, Feb 24, 2026 at 9:08 AM
To: IRcomment@dnr.iowa.gov
It is very concerning that there are so much nitrites in the water! You are supposed to drink water to be healthy and yet you drink Iowa water you take a chance of getting cancer! Why isn't something being done about it! They say that a lot of it comes from farming run off of fertilizer and manures. They should make the farmers use something that is more natural, but still effective. Farmers are poisoning the people that live here. It's robbing Peter to pay Paul! I worry for my grandbabies. Something just REALLY needs to be done.taxes are higher here than a lot of place and yet we have to worry about a simple thing of drink a glass of water. 
	 
	COMMENTER 211: Ron McConnell, private citizen 

	Iowa rivers
1 message
Ron McConnell <ronmcconnell10@gmail.com>	Tue, Feb 24, 2026 at 1:27 PM
To: IRcomment@dnr.iowa.gov
Nitrates are ruining our water quality a little more each year. Why do we always wait until things are at their worst before doing anything about it? 
	COMMENTER 212: Kevin Eicher, private citizen 

	Public input on improving water quality
1 message
Kevin Eicher <kevineicher60@gmail.com>	Wed, Feb 25, 2026 at 5:31 AM
To: IRcomment@dnr.iowa.gov

Thank you for seeking public input on improving Iowa’s rivers and lakes.



I encourage the DNR and Legislature to look closely at Minnesota’s watershed model. Minnesota has combined:

	•	Dedicated, stable clean water funding

	•	Watershed-based planning that crosses county lines (“One Watershed, One Plan”)

	•	Clear, measurable water quality benchmarks

	•	Transparent public reporting of progress



This coordinated, watershed-scale approach provides structure, accountability, and long-term funding stability.



Iowa has strong farmers and conservation professionals. What we need is better alignment, measurable outcomes, and sustained investment at the watershed level.



Please consider adapting key elements of Minnesota’s model to accelerate meaningful water quality improvements in Iowa.



Thank you for your work. 
	 
	COMMENTER 213: Douglas Pedersen, private citizen 
	COMMENTER 214: lyla yost, private citizen 
	 
	COMMENTER 215: Mike, NW Iowa, private citizen 
	COMMENTER 216: Nicole Dickenson, private citizen 
	 
	COMMENTER 217: Kevin Kenny, private citizen 
	COMMENTER 218: Kay Vifian, private citizen 
	 
	 
	COMMENTER 219: Pat Hayes, private citizen 
	COMMENTER 220: Patricia Bowen, private citizen 
	COMMENTER 221: Joni Hutchinson, private citizen 
	Impaired Waters Comment
1 message
Joni Hutchinson <jonihutchinson1@gmail.com>	Mon, Mar 16, 2026 at 11:32 AM
To: ircomment@dnr.iowa.gov
I am submitting this comment regarding the Draft 2026 Integrated Report and the Section 303(d) Impaired Waters List.

As an Iowan, I find the condition of our state’s water extremely alarming and unacceptable. The data presented in this report show that hundreds of our rivers, lakes, and streams are impaired and require restoration plans, while the vast majority of waters remain unassessed due to limited monitoring. This reality should concern every resident of this state.

Water is not a luxury resource. It is fundamental to human health, ecological stability, agriculture, recreation, and the long-term economic vitality of Iowa. Yet the continued listing of hundreds of impaired waters demonstrates that the current pace of improvement is far too slow!!

Families should not have to question whether the lakes their children swim in, the rivers flowing through their communities, or the groundwater they rely on are safe.

Iowans deserve stronger accountability and measurable progress. The public expects clear action to address the sources of pollution, transparent reporting on improvements, and policies that prioritize the protection and restoration of our waters. Continued monitoring is important, but monitoring alone does not fix impaired waters. 
	 
	 
	COMMENTER 222: Judson Barr, private citizen 
	Iowa water Comment
1 message
Jud Barr <judbarr@netins.net>	Mon, Mar 16, 2026 at 2:16 PM
To: ircomment@dnr.iowa.gov
I cannot begin to understand why I have to pay to cleanup my drinking water that someone else dumps fertilizer and manure into. 

Judson Barr
224 52nd St
Des Moines 50312 
	 
	 
	COMMENTER 223: Jeff Chungath, private citizen 
	Public Comment: 2026 Draft Integrated Report on Water Quality
1 message
Jeffray Chungath <chungath@yahoo.com>	Mon, Mar 16, 2026 at 10:45 AM
To: "IRcomment@dnr.iowa.gov" <IRcomment@dnr.iowa.gov>
To Whom It May Concern:

As an Iowan who values our state’s natural heritage and spends significant time exploring our outdoor spaces, I am writing to express my deep concern regarding the current 2026 draft water quality assessments and the overall direction of water management in our state.

1. Restoring Data and Accountability

First, the decision to eliminate the $500,000 in funding for the water monitoring program at the University of Iowa has left us strategically blind. We cannot solve a problem we refuse to measure. The current attitude of "what you don't know won't hurt you" is a disservice to every citizen. I urge the legislature to restore and expand this funding to ensure we have a state-of-the-art, real-time understanding of what is in our water.

2. A Crisis of Access: Record Beach Closures

The impact of under funding and understaffing at the DNR is no longer theoretical—it is visible at our shoreline. The summer of 2025 was the most "un-swimmable" summer on record in Iowa history. With a record-breaking 158 beach advisories for E. coli, nearly 70% of our state-monitored beaches were deemed unsafe at various points. When families in the Des Moines metro and across the state cannot safely visit spots like Big Creek or Easter Lake because the water is a health hazard, the system is fundamentally failing.

3. The Real Cost of Pollution: Fish Kills

The criteria for "listing and de-listing" impaired waters often feel arbitrary, seemingly designed to mask the lack of progress. While the state’s data might show "zero change" in impaired bodies, the physical reality is devastating. We are still reeling from the March 2024 East Nishnabotna River disaster, where a single fertilizer spill killed an estimated 800,000 fish over 60 miles. This was the 5th largest fish kill in our history, yet the resulting settlement and oversight feel wholly inadequate to prevent the next catastrophe.

4. Protecting Our Trust

In recent years, we have seen proposals that would not only defund monitoring but also attempt to reverse the constitutional amendment that created the Natural Resources and Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund. These actions run counter to the clear will of Iowans. We need an Iowa Farm Bill with teeth - one that includes mandatory, robust provisions for soil and water quality rather than relying solely on voluntary strategies that have failed to move the needle for a decade.

I do not believe the 2026 draft report provides an adequate picture of Iowa’s water quality. If we were truly committed to clean water, we would honor the 3/8 of a cent sales tax approved by 63% of voters in 2010. This would add approximately $250 million annually to the Natural Resources and Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund—a necessary investment to begin a long-term, multi-billion dollar effort to restore our waterways.

Iowans are tired of "finger-pointing" and "data-skewing." We want the clean water we were promised and the funding we already voted for.

Sincerely,

Jeff Chungath
345 42nd. St.
Des Moines,
IA 50312 
	 
	 
	COMMENTER 224: Russ Ver Ploeg, private citizen 
	Iowa's water quality
1 message
Russ Ver Ploeg <rvp@verploegarch.com>	Mon, Mar 16, 2026 at 11:15 AM
To: "ircomment@dnr.iowa.gov" <ircomment@dnr.iowa.gov>
How much talk, study, and research of Iowa’s excessively polluted water ways is necessary before effective action is taken?   FINALLY put Iowan’s health and well-being ahead of Farm Bureau member’s profits.  If we are interested in Iowa’s economic development, we’re not just an embarrassment nationally.  New residents and visitors to Iowa are staying away.

-Russ Ver Ploeg,  Des Moines 
	 
	COMMENTER 225: Loree Miles, private citizen 
	Water Quality Comments
1 message
Loree Miles <Loree@thewhitehousefarm.com>	Mon, Mar 16, 2026 at 11:15 AM
To: "ircomment@dnr.iowa.gov" <ircomment@dnr.iowa.gov>
To whom it may concern;

I am writing today to express not just my concern but my panic over the health issues research is showing in Iowa.  The nationally high rates of cancer, particularly in young people and in women is worthy of much further investigation.  But, that is not the purpose of the DNR or this letter. 
However, when Iowan’s lives are clearly affected abnormally it seems prudent to look at the common factors that affect all of us.  Certainly air and water quality should be at the top of the list!
The fact that hundreds of organizations are spending money and time on research to figure this out should be of some comfort but why isn’t the  government of the State leading this effort and  standing up to turn over every rock to find the answers?
Monitoring our water sources for known contaminates should be at the top of the list.  Eliminating funding for the water quality monitoring is completely wrong headed.  It is fractionally insignificant in the budget but the finding could be enormous!  What have you to hide? 
It would seem you already know what it will find and that will reflect poorly on those who run our state but shouldn’t the current leaders want to know so they can be the heroes and do something about it?

Shrinking the DNR by cutting the budget, no longer funding the water quality monitoring, listing and delisting contaminated rivers and streams arbitrarily, and a refusal to push WILL , which was voter approved over 10 years ago, do not seem like good stewardship measures.  They seem short sighted and not in the best interests of Iowans. 

It is past time to do the right thing.  I think the voters in Iowa have become aware of that.

Respectfully,
Loree Miles
19548 T Ave
Dallas Center, Iowa. 50063
515-490-7145
loree@thewhitehousefarm.comaffected 
	 
	 
	 
	COMMENTER 226: Gregory Wery, private citizen 
	COMMENTER 227: David W. Miles, private citizen 
	COMMENTER 228: Jackie Stolze, private citizen 
	Pollution Report Public Comments
1 message
Jackie Stolze <jackiejoyhstolze@gmail.com>	Mon, Mar 16, 2026 at 8:36 AM
To: IRComment@dnr.iowa.gov
Please accept my public comments on the impaired waters report:

More than 700 Iowa waterways at Category 4, and 574 at Category 5 -- this should be a wakeup call for Iowans to do something about the impaired state of our waterways. Both nitrates and bacterial pollution are at serious, health-threatening levels for humans as well as wildlife. 

The data are clear. They're telling us to change our practices and take water quality seriously and take action to improve this situation. 

Jackie Stolze 
	 
	COMMENTER 229: Eric Doll, PLA, CPSI, Park Planner, Parks and Recreation, West Des Moines 
	2026 Impaired Waters
1 message
Eric Doll <eric.doll@wdm.iowa.gov>	Mon, Mar 16, 2026 at 8:46 AM
To: "ircomment@dnr.iowa.gov" <ircomment@dnr.iowa.gov>
As a City of West Des Moines Employee, and a resident of West Des Moines, it is clear that Raccoon River is severely impaired.  I wouldn’t let my family swim or recreate in these waters due to the pollution. Furthermore, as my job is to provide quality of life and recreation opportunities in West Des Moines, it is disheartening to provide boat access projects and greenway improvements along waterways which are so degraded. And there just doesn’t seem like anything we can do other than put up signs that say ‘swim at your own risk’ and stuff like that.  So unfortunate.

 

Eric Doll, PLA, CPSI

Park Planner | Parks and Recreation

 

4200 Mills Civic Parkway | P.O. Box 65320

West Des Moines, IA 50265

P: 515-222-3447

E: Eric.Doll@wdm.iowa.gov

 

wdm.iowa.gov/ParksandRec 
	 
	 
	COMMENTER 230: Erin Kelly, private citizen 
	Union Grove Lake
1 message
Erin Kelly <erinkelly323@gmail.com>	Fri, Mar 13, 2026 at 2:01 PM
To: IRcomment@dnr.iowa.gov

Our family would request this body of water is taken care of and nitrates and other concerns are addressed ASAP. Our autistic daughter's greatest joy is swimming, and she doesn't always understand not to get ANY of the water in her mouth! We enjoy the surrounding park as well. This is important to me and my family. Please make Union Grove Lake's water as safe as possible, as soon as possible!

Erin Kelly
Marshalltown 
	 
	COMMENTER 231: Paul Uzel, private citizen 
	Water Quality Study
1 message
Paul Uzel <uzeldansen@gmail.com>	Fri, Mar 13, 2026 at 4:02 PM
To: IRcomment@dnr.iowa.gov
Cc: "Kerri Johannsen, Iowa Environmental Council" <iecmail@iaenvironment.org>
I've viewed the online DNR website piece about the 2026 draft list of impaired waterways. The best two parts are the map and the results for Dubuque County. Despite there being many waterways shaded red, the lack of specific locations (only 2 and one not even red) is encouraging. But I am presuming that the Party shaded waterways without red dots are less problematic. 
As usual, reports submitted for public comment are 'digestible' with considerable study and professional expertise and time, all three of which I have little, despite my high level of concern. So I cannot comment on data accuracy or how you have completed (or are completing as this work is never 'finished') the list.
What can DNR DO, or what can we citizens do? I believe we can study ''til the cows come home". But I will work for legislators who will empower and fund DNR to rapidly address these issues. I will continue to subscribe to organizations that will hold government, including DNR responsible. And I will do what I personally can do living on a very small plot of land in the City of Dubuque between US 20 and Univ. of DBQ to do environmental remediation, including composting, not using lawn chemicals, converting lawn to LOW prairie grass on my postage stamp sized lawn, and diverting as much as possible from the landfill.
Please hold the large industrial sources of environmental pollution accountable and we citizens will work for laws to enable you to do just that, whether the problem is CAFOs, aggressive agricultural industrial  companies and industrial farmers or simply users using the environment scornfully.
I have personally worked in both state and federal bureaucracies and know that low and middle level folk are committed to 'the cause', no matter how politically connected top level folk are. Please remember that we, the public, in this semi-democratic state ARE watching and WILL vote.

Thank you for the hard work you do. 
Paul Uzel 
61 N. Algona St.
Dubuque, 52001-5602 
	 
	 
	COMMENTER 232: Roger L White, private citizen 
	Response to Impaired Waters of Iowa Report
1 message
ROGER White <rogerwhite114@gmail.com>	Sun, Mar 15, 2026 at 9:35 PM
To: IRcomment@dnr.iowa.gov
Iowa's rivers, streams, and lakes are polluted and are getting worse.  Whether ii is nitrates, bacteria, chemicals, sediment or other pollution, our surface water is in need of greater protection.  The evidence is overwhelming:  Cities have to use extreme treatment methods to remove nitrates and other contaminants in order for water to be safe to drink, public beaches are closed due to bacteria contamination, flowing water carries so much sediment that the water is an ugly brown - not clear, manure and chemical spills cause fish kills and make stream segments unfit for aquatic life to survive, and at times, the water stinks because of contamination.  Surface water is not safe for recreation or human food supply.  Cancer is rampant in Iowa.  

The Department of Natural Resources is doing too little and is too ineffective in protecting our essential flowing and standing surface water.   While the details in the new Report are difficult to understand for a lay person, the environmental evidence is clear and convincing that more vigorous monitoring, enforcement and especially clean up are necessary.   Any report that does not declare this is, itself, inadequate.  

Thank you.

Roger L White
Cedar Falls, Iowa
 
	 
	 
	COMMENTER 233: Erich Kretzinger, Chairman, Boone County Board of Supervisors 
	Comment on Draft 2026 List of Impaired Waters in Iowa, especially The DSM River north of Boone
1 message
Erich Kretzinger <ekretzinger@boonecounty.iowa.gov>	Fri, Mar 13, 2026 at 1:35 PM
To: "IRcomment@dnr.iowa.gov" <IRcomment@dnr.iowa.gov>
Dear Iowa DNR friends,

 

I am providing comment on the draft 2026 list of impaired waters in Iowa, as required by Section 303(d) of the federal Clean Water Act.

 

My specific concern is with the section of the Des Moines River north of Boone, from Boone to Fraser.  This is personal for me and my family, as we now have three generations spending time together fishing and wading this section of the river.  It is very disheartening to know that we are no longer safe to enjoy a peaceful pastime with each other away from screens and other distractions in a messed up modern world.  The now highly impaired Des Moines River through Boone County and elsewhere deserves to be addressed at the highest levels to ensure at least one wholesome activity that connects generations of Iowans can continue and be shared with future generations as well.  We pay for fishing licenses each year to help make sure this wonderful fishery is protected and safe for consumption, which is regularly encouraged by the DNR, only to find out it has become polluted beyond our ability to safely enjoy it. 

 

Speaking beyond my personal family connections to the Des Moines River, as a Boone County Supervisor I am fearful of the same loss for many, many of my constituents who find time on and with the river to be a regular source of highlights in their lives.  Please, for their sakes and that of our future generations of outdoorspeople in Central Iowa, commit all possible resources to this and every other impaired waterway in Iowa.  Having the right bait needs to be our greatest worry, not whether or not today we will be diagnosed with cancer due to trusting our water in Iowa to be safe.

 

Thank you for your concern and efforts to improve the Des Moines River watershed.

 

Respectfully,

 

Erich Kretzinger

Chairman

Boone County Board of Supervisors

 

515-433-4934 Office

515-290-1494 Mobile

 

https://www.boonecounty.iowa.gov/ 
	 
	COMMENTER 234: Alex Anderson, private citizen 
	Public Comment on 2026 Iowa Impaired Waters Draft List
1 message
Alex Anderson <alex072692@gmail.com>	Mon, Mar 16, 2026 at 8:04 AM
To: ircomment@dnr.iowa.gov
Hello,



I support listing impaired segments of the Raccoon River, Des Moines River, and nearby tributaries in the 2026 Impaired Waters Report. These waterways are critical for drinking water, recreation, and aquatic life in the Des Moines metro area, and current pollution levels—particularly nutrient runoff—clearly exceed safe standards. Recognizing these impairments is an important step toward developing meaningful cleanup plans and ensuring accountability for pollution sources. I urge the Iowa Department of Natural Resources to maintain or expand impaired listings where monitoring data shows standards are not being met.



Thank you!

Alex 
	 
	COMMENTER 235: Angela Tyler, private citizen 
	Public comment on the draft waters list
1 message
Angela Tyler <tylerangela1961@gmail.com>	Mon, Mar 16, 2026 at 8:17 AM
To: ircomment@dnr.iowa.gov
I would like to recommend that Saylorville Lake be addressed. I am 50 years old and I was born and raised in the Des Moines area. Until recently my family and I swam at Saylorville Lake beaches multiple times every summer. I can't remember now how long it's been since we were able to do that. We used to have children's birthday parties there. I can't even see a time coming now where we might be able to do it again.
It's not just Saylorville Lake. I'm hard pressed every summer now to find anywhere close we can swim safely in the summer. There are pools, but they don't give us an experience with natural areas. They are also quite expensive in comparison.
I understand that drinking water safety is the first priority, as it should be. However, part of the attraction of living in Iowa is being able to enjoy our beautiful nature. These problems not only lower our quality of life, they also draw less tourism and less new citizens. We have a consistently dropping population and we are losing important tourism dollars.
Please address recreation fully in the water quality report. 
	 
	 
	COMMENTER 236: Ellen Yee, private citizen 
	Public comments on water quality in iowa
1 message
Ellen Yee <ellenlyee@yahoo.com>	Mon, Mar 16, 2026 at 10:14 AM
To: "ircomment@dnr.iowa.gov" <ircomment@dnr.iowa.gov>
First. when the legislators at the capital eliminated funding for the water monitoring program administered at the University of Iowa, our ability to understand our water quality was severely hampered. They're attitude of "What you don't know won't hurt you" Is completely wrong headed and needs to be reversed.

Second, when the DNR indicates the inability to test many of the waters in Iowa due to staffing shortages, it is related to the freezing and cutting of various line items at the Department of natural resources, and a lack of funding from the same legislators mentioned above. "Shrinking government so small that you could drown it in a bathtub" Does not serve the public interest.

Third, the criteria for listing and de-listing seems Arbitrary and capricious, Even though the EPA has designated specific parameters, Sampling techniques, interpretation of results, frequency of testing, strategic seasonal testing, low and high flow optional testing time can all skew the data for the purposes of "making it seem as though we are doing something" (A direct quote from Dean Lemke from  IDALS about the purpose of the Iowa nutrient reduction strategy at its rollout at Iowa Farm Bureau in 2013.)

Fourth, The proposals in front of the legislature In the last few years to defund monitoring, reverse the constitutional amendment creating the natural resources and outdoor recreation trust fund, testing the E. coli in the river to verify the DNA of the particular species to whom it belongs, and the current proposal for an Iowa Farm bill that doesn't have adequate provisions for soil quality and water quality, all points to an attitude by state officials and elected representatives that they are pursuing an agenda that is counter to the Citizen of Iowa, who continually voice their opinion that they want clean water.

In Summary:
I do not believe the data as presented is an adequate picture of Iowa water quality. The fact that we have had Effectively zero change in the number of impaired water bodies Over the last 10 years indicates the need for more monitoring (which will undoubtedly raise the number of water bodies on the impaired waters list ) and more action (5 or 10 times present resources) by the executive branch to reduce this list. One of the most effective indicators of a true desire to solve the problem would be to pass the 3/8 of a cent sales tax that was approved by the voters in 2010 by 62%, which now polls at 82%, Which would add $200 million to the natural resources and outdoor recreation trust fund, an adequate start to a long-term multi billion dollar effort to make water great again.

Ellen Yee
Des Moines, IA 
	 


